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Register	for	free	and	continue	reading	Registering	allows	you	to	manage	your	newsletters	and	alerts	and	helps	us	improve	your	experience.	It	takes	just	a	few	seconds.	Already	registered?	Enter	your	email	to	sign	in.	Register	to	continue	Sign	in	or	Register	With	a	shaky	ceasefire	between	Israel	and	Iran	taking	effect	on	Tuesday	morning,	the	full
scope	of	the	12	days	of	fighting,	which	started	with	a	surprise	Israeli	operation	against	Tehran’s	nuclear	program,	began	to	emerge.	Two	hours	into	the	ceasefire	declared	by	US	President	Donald	Trump,	Iran	launched	two	more	ballistic	missiles	at	Israel,	setting	off	sirens	in	northern	Israel.	Both	projectiles	were	intercepted,	and	the	Israel	Defense
Forces	in	response	struck	an	Iranian	radar	north	of	Tehran,	seemingly	ending	the	conflict.	The	civilian	toll	Iran’s	ballistic	missile	attacks	on	Israel	during	the	12	days	of	war	claimed	the	lives	of	28	people	—	all	but	one	of	them	civilians	—	and	wounded	over	3,000	people.	Israel’s	Health	Ministry	said	a	total	of	3,238	people	were	hospitalized,	including
23	who	were	seriously	injured,	111	moderately,	2,933	lightly,	138	who	suffered	from	acute	anxiety,	and	another	30	whose	conditions	have	not	been	determined.	The	vast	majority	of	the	casualties	were	civilians,	with	the	IDF	reporting	just	seven	soldiers	hurt	in	one	missile	impact	in	central	Israel	and	an	off-duty	soldier	killed	in	Beersheba.	Get	The
Times	of	Israel's	Daily	Edition	by	email	and	never	miss	our	top	stories	By	signing	up,	you	agree	to	the	terms	Israeli	authorities	have	said	more	than	9,000	people	have	been	displaced	from	their	homes,	dozens	of	which	were	damaged	or	destroyed	by	the	Iranian	attacks.	Israeli	soldiers	and	rescue	team	work	amid	the	rubble	of	residential	buildings
destroyed	by	an	Iranian	missile	strike	that	killed	several	people,	in	Beersheba,	Israel,	June	24,	2025.	(AP	Photo/Leo	Correa)	Missiles	and	drones	Iran	launched	between	some	550	ballistic	missiles	and	around	1,000	drones	at	Israel	during	the	war,	according	to	the	IDF.	Most	of	the	missiles	were	intercepted	by	Israeli	and	American	air	defenses	at	an
interception	rate	of	around	90	percent,	similar	to	the	rate	in	Iran’s	April	and	October	2024	attacks	on	Israel.	At	least	31	ballistic	missile	impacts	were	reported	in	populated	areas	or	critical	infrastructure	sites,	including	a	power	station	in	southern	Israel,	an	oil	refinery	in	Haifa,	and	a	university	in	central	Israel.	Dozens	of	other	missiles	struck	open
areas,	without	causing	significant	damage.	The	vast	majority	of	the	1,000	drones,	which	are	slower-moving	but	harder	to	track,	failed	to	even	make	it	to	Israel’s	borders.	Israeli	air	defense	systems	fire	to	intercept	missiles	during	an	Iranian	attack	over	Tel	Aviv,	Israel,	June	18,	2025.	(AP/Leo	Correa)	Nearly	99%	of	the	drones	that	had	posed	a	threat	to
Israel	—	around	500	—	were	intercepted	by	the	Israeli	Air	Force	with	fighter	jets,	helicopters,	and	ground-based	air	defense	systems;	the	Israeli	Navy	with	missile	boats;	and	the	5114th	Spectrum	Battalion	with	electronic	warfare	means,	according	to	the	military.	Security	and	rescue	services	at	the	scene	where	a	drone	fired	from	Iran	hit	and	caused
damage	to	a	home	in	Beit	She’an,	June	21,	2025.	(Michael	Giladi/Flash90)	Just	one	drone	hit	a	populated	area,	a	home	in	the	northern	town	of	Beit	She’an,	causing	heavy	damage	but	no	injuries.	The	IDF	Home	Front	Command	said	it	issued	over	21,000	alerts	to	civilians	amid	the	war.	Iran’s	remaining	capabilities	Iran	at	the	start	of	the	war	was
estimated	to	have	some	2,500	ballistic	missiles	and	many	thousands	of	drones,	according	to	the	IDF.	The	military	has	estimated	that	some	two-thirds	of	Iran’s	ballistic	missile	launchers,	around	250,	were	destroyed	in	strikes,	along	with	around	1,000	of	the	missiles.	This	leaves	Iran	with	around	1,000	to	1,500	ballistic	missiles,	and	only	around	100	or
so	launchers,	according	to	IDF	estimates.	Members	of	the	Iranian	Basij	paramilitary	force	march	as	a	domestically	built	missile	is	displayed	during	a	parade	in	Tehran,	Iran,	Friday,	January	10,	2025.	(AP/Vahid	Salemi)	In	terms	of	Iran’s	defenses,	the	IDF	said	it	achieved	aerial	superiority	over	western	Iran	and	Tehran	amid	the	fighting,	with	over	80
Iranian	air	defense	batteries	destroyed.	Iran	was	unable	to	shoot	down	any	Israeli	fighter	jets	during	the	war,	despite	claims	made	by	Iranian	media.	However,	two	Israeli	drones	were	intercepted,	the	military	has	confirmed.	The	Israeli	Air	Force	carried	out	over	1,000	sorties	during	the	fighting,	with	over	600	aerial	refueling	operations,	according	to
the	IDF.	Thousands	of	munitions	were	dropped	on	hundreds	of	targets	by	IAF	fighter	jets	and	drones.	Nuclear	program	Israel	said	its	sweeping	assault	on	Iran’s	top	military	leaders,	nuclear	scientists,	uranium	enrichment	sites,	and	ballistic	missile	program	was	necessary	to	prevent	the	Islamic	Republic	from	realizing	its	plan	to	destroy	the	Jewish
state.	Iran,	which	avowedly	seeks	Israel’s	destruction,	has	consistently	denied	seeking	to	acquire	nuclear	weapons.	However,	it	has	enriched	uranium	to	levels	that	have	no	peaceful	application,	has	obstructed	international	inspectors	from	checking	its	nuclear	facilities,	and	expanded	its	ballistic	missile	capabilities.	Israel	said	Iran	had	recently	taken
steps	toward	weaponization.	The	military	said	its	airstrikes	caused	“significant	damage”	to	Iran’s	Natanz	and	Isfahan	nuclear	enrichment	facilities.	The	US	also	struck	the	underground	Fordo	site	with	heavy	“bunker	buster”	munitions.	Footage	released	by	the	IDF	on	June	21,	2025,	shows	the	aftermath	of	Israeli	strikes	on	Iran’s	Isfahan	nuclear
facility.	(Israel	Defense	Forces)	Additionally,	dozens	of	other	sites	relating	to	the	nuclear	program	were	struck	by	Israel,	including	the	inactive	Arak	heavy	water	reactor,	the	“headquarters	of	the	SPND	nuclear	project,”	a	site	where	Iran	kept	its	“nuclear	archive,”	and	several	centrifuge	production	sites.	The	exact	scope	of	the	damage	to	the	nuclear
program	remains	unclear,	but	IDF	Chief	of	Staff	Lt.	Gen.	Eyal	Zamir	said	Tuesday	that	“we	have	set	Iran’s	nuclear	project	back	by	years.”	At	least	15	top	Iranian	nuclear	scientists,	who	Israel	said	were	working	on	a	bomb,	were	also	eliminated	in	strikes.	Iran’s	military	leadership	Israel’s	opening	strikes	on	Iran	on	June	13	eliminated	some	30	senior
Iranian	military	commanders,	according	to	the	IDF.	Others	were	killed	over	the	following	days.	The	dead	included	the	Iranian	Armed	Forces	Chief	of	Staff,	Maj.	Gen.	Mohammad	Bagheri;	Islamic	Revolutionary	Guard	Corps	(IRGC)	chief	Maj.	Gen.	Hossein	Salami;	Khatam-al	Anbiya	Central	Headquarters	(emergency	command)	chief,	Maj.	Gen.	Gholam
Ali	Rashid,	along	with	his	replacement	Maj.	Gen.	Ali	Shadmani.	An	Iraqi	man	holds	a	picture	of	Major	General	Hossein	Salami,	head	of	the	Islamic	Revolutionary	Guards	Corps,	who	was	killed	in	the	Israeli	bombing	of	Tehran,	during	a	pro-Iran	protest	in	Baghdad	near	the	green	zone,	the	ultra	secured	neighborhood	hosting	the	US	embassy	on	June	16,
2025,	amid	the	Israel-Iran	escalating	conflict.	(AHMAD	AL-RUBAYE	/	AFP)	Within	the	IRGC,	Israeli	strikes	eliminated	the	commander	of	the	Guards’	air	force,	Brig.	Gen.	Amir	Ali	Hajizadeh;	along	with	the	IRGC	air	force	drone	unit	commander	Mohammad-Bagher	Taherpour	and	his	replacement	Aminpour	Joudaki;	and	IRGC	air	force	air	defense	unit
commander	Davoud	Shaykhian.	Additionally,	Israeli	strikes	killed	IRGC	intelligence	chief	Brig.	Gen.	Mohammad	Kazemi,	his	deputy	Hassan	Mohaqiq,	and	the	intelligence	chief	of	the	IRGC	Quds	Force	and	his	deputy.	Also	within	the	IRGC	Quds	Force,	the	IDF	killed	Saeed	Izadi,	head	of	the	Palestine	Corps,	and	Behnam	Shahriyari,	head	of	the	Unit	190
smuggling	body.	Hundreds	more	IRGC	soldiers,	including	numerous	members	of	the	Basij	internal	security	body,	were	killed	in	Israeli	strikes,	according	to	IDF	assessments.	Israeli	strikes	also	killed	at	least	610	civilians	in	Iran,	according	to	the	country’s	health	ministry.	Register	for	free	and	continue	reading	Registering	allows	you	to	manage	your
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enjoy	other	Community	benefits.	Thank	you!	Now	check	your	email	A	nationwide	general	strike	got	underway	on	Sunday	morning,	as	families	of	the	hostages	protested	the	government’s	decision	to	expand	the	war	in	Gaza	with	a	campaign	to	conquer	Gaza	City,	rather	than	sign	a	deal	to	return	their	loved	ones.	The	strike	was	organized	by	the	October
Council,	which	represents	some	of	the	family	members	of	the	hostages	or	bereaved	relatives	of	those	killed	in	the	fighting	that	erupted	with	the	Hamas-led	massacre	in	southern	Israel	on	October	7,	2023,	as	well	as	the	Hostages	and	Missing	Families	Forum.	The	forum	said	on	Saturday	night	that	it	was	preparing	for	nearly	one	million	people	to	pass
through	Hostages	Square	in	Tel	Aviv	throughout	the	day,	and	for	tens	of	thousands	to	join	activities	at	hundreds	of	other	sites	across	Israel.	The	action	began	at	6:29	a.m.	—	the	exact	time	of	day	that	the	Hamas	attack	erupted	on	October	7,	2023	—	with	a	series	of	protests	at	junctions	and	intersections	across	the	country.	Protesters	will	be	standing
at	the	intersections	handing	out	yellow	ribbons,	the	symbol	that	represents	the	hostages,	to	passersby,	the	Hostages	and	Missing	Families	Forum	said.	Get	The	Times	of	Israel's	Daily	Edition	by	email	and	never	miss	our	top	stories	By	signing	up,	you	agree	to	the	terms	The	forum	published	a	map	highlighting	the	locations	at	which	early-morning
protests	were	planned.	The	main	events	of	the	day	got	underway	at	7	a.m.,	when	the	October	Council	will	deliver	a	statement	to	the	press	from	Sarona	Market	in	Tel	Aviv,	across	the	street	from	the	Kirya	military	headquarters.	Then,	at	9	a.m.,	a	special	photography	exhibition	will	open	at	Hostages	Square	for	the	public	to	view	throughout	the	day,
until	6	p.m.	The	main	stage	at	Hostages	Square	will	also	feature	speeches	from	relatives	of	the	hostages	at	10	a.m.,	12	p.m.,	2	p.m.,	and	4	p.m.,	the	forum	said.	Solidarity	marches	representing	specific	industries	will	be	held	in	Tel	Aviv	throughout	the	day,	including	a	doctors’	march	at	9	a.m.,	and	a	students’	march	at	5	p.m.	The	students’	march	will
be	followed	by	a	statement	to	the	press	from	senior	academics.	Various	businesses	and	organizations	participating	in	the	strike	will	have	representatives	present	at	vigils	in	Hostages	Square	throughout	the	day,	rotating	on	an	hourly	basis,	the	forum	said.	Then	at	6	p.m.,	a	prayer	service	will	be	held	at	Hostages	Square	before	protesters	march	with
hostages’	families	from	Tel	Aviv–Savidor	Center	railway	station	to	Hostages	Square	for	a	main	rally	at	8	p.m.	Convoys	of	cars	will	set	out	from	across	Israel	at	4	p.m.	to	converge	in	Tel	Aviv	for	the	evening	rally.	A	host	of	events	and	protests	have	been	planned	for	areas	outside	of	Tel	Aviv	as	well,	including	a	protest	convoy	in	the	Western	Galilee,	in
northern	Israel,	and	a	protest	outside	the	Mall	Hayam	shopping	mall	in	Eilat,	all	the	way	in	the	south	of	Israel.	Protesters	call	for	Israelis	to	join	a	nationwide	strike	in	support	of	the	hostages,	on	August	16,	2025.	(Benny	Meshy/Pro-Democracy	Protest	Movement)	Some	local	councils	have	also	organized	their	own	events	in	solidarity	with	the	families	of
the	hostages,	including	the	Haifa	Municipality,	which,	together	with	the	families	of	hostages,	will	hold	a	rally	at	10	a.m.	Meanwhile,	a	number	of	events	were	also	planned	in	the	communities	close	to	the	Gaza	border	that	bore	the	brunt	of	Hamas’s	deadly	invasion.	Several	convoys	of	tractors	are	expected	to	make	their	way	along	Route	232,	the	vital
southern	road-turned-killing	field	where,	on	October	7,	Hamas	terrorists	gunned	down	civilians	trying	to	flee	the	attack.	The	local	Sha’ar	HaNegev	and	Eshkol	regional	councils	will	be	on	strike	all	of	Sunday,	and	groups	in	the	border	town	of	Sderot	and	nearby	Ofakim	will	hold	their	own	demonstrations	as	well.	In	the	days	leading	up	to	the	strike,
hundreds	of	local	authorities,	businesses,	universities,	tech	companies	and	other	organizations	announced	that	they	would	join	the	strike	or	allow	employees	to	join	if	they	wished	to.	Although	the	Histadrut,	Israel’s	main	labor	union,	announced	that	it	would	not	join	the	strike,	it	said	it	would	nevertheless	support	workers	planning	to	participate	in
protest	rallies	on	Sunday.	The	decision	by	the	labor	union	not	to	participate	followed	a	meeting	between	Histadrut	chair	Arnon	Bar-David,	senior	representatives	of	the	business	sector,	and	representatives	of	the	families	of	hostages	organizing	the	strike.	He	explained	to	the	families	that	he	was	concerned	that	the	involvement	of	the	powerful	union
would	divert	public	discourse	around	the	return	of	the	hostages	into	politics.	“If	I	knew	that	a	strike	—	not	just	for	one	day	but	longer	—	would	end	the	matter,	stop	the	war	and	bring	back	the	hostages,	I	would	go	for	it	with	full	force,”	Bar-David	said.	“Unfortunately,	and	although	my	heart	is	bursting	with	anger,	it	has	no	practical	outcome.”	Unions
and	organizations	that	announced	plans	to	back	the	strike	or	support	employees	who	wished	to	protest	included	the	Forum	of	Cultural	and	Art	Institutions,	the	Israel	Airports	Authority	employees	union,	and	the	Israel	Bar	Association.	A	giant	Israeli	flag	emblazoned	with	the	faces	of	the	hostages	is	displayed	at	Hostages	Square	in	Tel	Aviv,	as	a
national	strike	gets	underway,	on	August	17,	2025.	(Yair	Palti/Hostages	and	Missing	Families	Forum)	An	anti-government	protest	group	representing	dozens	of	the	country’s	largest	tech	companies,	collectively	employing	tens	of	thousands	of	workers,	also	announced	last	week	that	it	would	join	the	strike.	Among	the	tech	companies	are	Wix,	Fiverr,
Meta,	Papaya	Global,	HoneyBook,	Natural	Intelligence,	and	Fireblocks.	The	group	also	includes	venture	capital	funds	such	as	Qumra	Capital,	Pitango,	Disruptive,	and	NFX.	Terror	groups	in	the	Gaza	Strip	are	holding	50	hostages,	including	49	of	the	251	abducted	in	the	Hamas	onslaught	of	October	7,	2023,	which	sparked	the	war	in	Gaza.	They
include	the	bodies	of	at	least	28	confirmed	dead	by	the	IDF.	Twenty	are	believed	to	be	alive,	and	there	are	grave	concerns	for	the	well-being	of	two	others,	Israeli	officials	have	said.	Hamas	is	also	holding	the	body	of	an	IDF	soldier	killed	in	Gaza	in	2014.	The	Hamas-run	Gaza	health	ministry	says	more	than	60,000	people	in	the	Strip	have	been	killed	or
are	presumed	dead	in	the	fighting	so	far,	though	the	toll	cannot	be	verified	and	does	not	differentiate	between	civilians	and	fighters.	Sharon	Wrobel	contributed	to	this	report.	Four	foreign	activists	said	wounded	by	settlers	near	Jericho,	one	seriously	Pope	Leo	XIV	arrives	in	Lebanon	for	two-day	visit	Pope	Leo	heads	to	Lebanon	after	wrapping	up
Turkey	visit	Hamas	and	Red	Cross	searching	for	hostage	body	in	Beit	Lahiya	--	report	Green	light	for	industrial	park	set	to	create	5,000	jobs	in	southern	Israel	IDF	hits	terror	operatives	who	emerged	from	Rafah	terror	tunnel	Police	investigating	anti-Israel	graffiti	at	Sydney's	North	Bondi	Beach	Siren	sounds	in	Gaza	border	town;	IDF	says	it's	'false
identification'	Jerusalem	Hostages'	Tent	dismantled	after	almost	two	years	Report:	Hamas	operative	surrendered	to	Israeli	forces	in	Gaza	Ireland's	chief	rabbi	decries	Dublin	council's	motion	to	rename	Herzog	Park	Hundreds	gather	at	Hostages	Square	for	what	may	be	the	final	hostage	rally	Zelensky	to	meet	Macron	in	Paris	Monday,	French
president's	office	says	Trump:	Venezuelan	airspace	should	be	considered	'closed	in	its	entirety'	Ukrainian	military	says	it	hit	Russian	oil	refinery	in	overnight	strikes	Pope	Leo	visits	Blue	Mosque	on	second	day	of	Turkey	trip	Suspect	in	shooting	of	National	Guard	members	faces	murder	charge	Hong	Kong	mourns	victims	of	apartment	blaze	that	killed
128	and	counting	US	halts	asylum	decisions	as	troop	killing	sparks	migrant	crackdown	Russian	drone	strike	on	Kyiv	wounds	seven	people	--	city	officials	Man	shot	and	killed	in	Arraba;	2nd	victim	seriously	injured	IDF	says	it	thwarted	weapons	smuggling	attempt	from	Jordan	into	Israel	Trump	declares	all	orders	signed	by	autopen	under	Biden
'terminated'	COGAT	says	15th	field	hospital	since	start	of	war	opened	in	Gaza	Syrians	hold	rallies	marking	year	since	offensive	that	toppled	Assad	IDF	chief	visits	hospitalized	soldiers	hurt	in	overnight	battle	in	Syria	Man	allegedly	sets	fire	to	historic	Sadigura	synagogue	in	Ukraine	IDF	says	it	killed	terrorist	who	posed	threat	to	soldiers	in	south	Gaza
Poll:	2/3	of	American	Jews	think	Mamdani	will	make	NYC	less	safe	Pope	Leo	meets	Middle	East	Christian	leaders,	condemns	religious	violence	Germany's	Merz	to	visit	Israel,	meet	Netanyahu	Navy	rescues	3	civilians	from	drowning	off	Nahariya	coast,	IDF	says	German	president	pays	tribute	to	victims	in	Guernica,	razed	by	Nazis	UN	condemns	Israel's
killing	of	surrendered	Palestinians	in	Jenin	Syria	calls	deadly	Israeli	operation	a	'war	crime'	IDF	finds	bodies	of	nine	terror	operatives	near	Rafah	tunnels	Construction	site	in	northern	Israel	closed	after	weapons	found	Health	Ministry	flags	error	in	genetic	test	kits	detecting	rare	mutation	Man	found	dead	in	central	Tel	Aviv;	body	shows	signs	of
violence,	MDA	says	IDF	plans	demolition	of	24	buildings	in	Jenin	refugee	camp	Hong	Kong	tower	fire	death	toll	rises	to	128,	as	200	remain	missing	Nasser	Hospital:	One	killed	by	IDF	drone	strike	east	of	Khan	Younis	Rambam	Hospital	treats	two	soldiers	seriously	injured	in	Syria	operation	Police	shutter	Tel	Aviv	nightclub	after	partygoers	assault,	bite
officers	Man	arrested	in	Jaffa	with	loaded	handgun,	police	say	IDF	releases	footage	of	Beit	Jinn	strikes	in	southern	Syria	IDF:	Third	suspect	detained	in	overnight	Syria	raid	Six	soldiers	wounded	as	IDF	detains	terror	suspects	in	southern	Syria	Trump	says	to	'permanently	pause	migration	from	all	Third	World	Countries'	Syria's	Sharaa	says	Alawite
protesters	have	'legitimate	demands'	UK	doctor	is	suspended	for	pro-Hamas	posts,	blames	'Jewish	lobby'	At	least	one	said	killed	by	IDF	in	Jenin;	Red	Crescent:	Two	minors	shot	Erdogan	says	he	admires	pope's	'astute	stance'	on	Palestinian	issue	IDF	says	helicopters	struck	targets	in	West	Bank	to	support	ground	troops	IDF	strikes	reported	in	southern
Lebanon;	no	comment	from	military	Argentina	nominates	IAEA	chief	Grossi	for	UN	secretary-general	Makeshift	synagogue	destroyed	in	fire	in	Netivot;	no	injuries	reported	Russia	says	it	shot	down	118	Ukrainian	drones	overnight	Train	crash	in	China	kills	11	railway	workers,	authorities	say	Pope	Leo	heading	to	Turkey,	Lebanon	for	closely	watched
first	overseas	trip	US	official	walks	back	statement	that	National	Guard	members	died	Palestinian	said	killed	by	IDF	in	northern	West	Bank	Two	National	Guard	members	shot	near	White	House	have	died:	official	Teenager	killed	in	shooting	in	north;	police	say	criminal	motive	likely	Two	National	Guard	troops	shot,	'critically	wounded'	near	White
House	IDF	says	reservists	to	serve	significantly	less,	train	more	in	2026	Hong	Kong	housing	estate	fire	kills	at	least	36;	over	200	missing	Jewish	lawmaker	Julie	Menin	announces	win	in	NYC	Council	speaker	race	Red	Crescent:	Israeli	troops	in	northern	West	Bank	beat	85-year-old	man	IDF	thwarts	weapons	smuggling	from	Jordan	using	drone,
recovers	10	pistols	Herzliya	teen	in	critical	condition	after	falling	from	height	Foreign	worker	arrested	on	suspicion	of	trying	to	stab	man	in	his	care	Two	said	killed	in	IDF	strike	on	Beit	Lahiya	in	north	Gaza	Katz,	Zamir	to	attend	security	meeting	convened	by	Netanyahu	this	evening	Ben	Gvir	visits	Tel	Sheva,	quarrels	with	residents,	after	deadly
shooting	Smotrich	expands	VAT	exemption	on	personal	imports	from	$75	to	$150
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