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All	night	the	roots	workto	disengage	themselves	from	the	cracksin	the	veranda	floor.The	leaves	strain	toward	the	glasssmall	twigs	stiff	with	exertionlong-cramped	boughs	shuffling	under	the	rooflike	newly	discharged	patientshalf-dazed,	movingto	the	clinic	doors.	I	sit	inside,	doors	open	to	the	verandawriting	long	lettersin	which	I	scarcely	mention	the
departureof	the	forest	from	the	house.The	night	is	fresh,	the	whole	moon	shinesin	a	sky	still	openthe	smell	of	leaves	and	lichenstill	reaches	like	a	voice	into	the	rooms.	My	head	is	full	of	whisperswhich	tomorrow	will	be	silent.Listen.	The	glass	is	breaking.The	trees	are	stumbling	forwardinto	the	night.	Winds	rush	to	meet	them.The	moon	is	broken	like	a
mirror,its	pieces	flash	now	in	the	crownof	the	tallest	oak.	ADRIENNE	RICHHeres	a	vocabulary	of	important	words	and	phrases	from	the	poem	The	Trees	by	Adrienne	Rich,	along	with	their	meanings	and	significance:Bury:	In	the	poem,	bury	refers	to	the	way	the	sun	hides	or	sinks	its	light	into	the	shadows.	It	suggests	how	the	sunlight	is	absorbed	or
disappears	in	the	shade	created	by	the	trees.	Feet:	Here,	feet	symbolizes	the	base	or	the	lowest	part	of	the	suns	rays,	as	if	the	sun	has	feet	that	touch	and	interact	with	the	earth,	sinking	into	the	shadows	created	by	the	trees.	Work:	Work	refers	to	the	effort	the	roots	are	making	to	free	themselves.	It	indicates	active,	continuous	labour	as	the	trees	try
to	escape	their	confined	space.	Disengage:	In	the	poem,	disengage	means	to	free	or	release.	The	roots	are	trying	to	pull	themselves	out	of	the	cracks	in	the	veranda	floor,	attempting	to	separate	from	the	confinement.	Strain:	Strain	suggests	that	the	leaves	are	stretching	and	pushing	themselves	towards	the	glass	with	great	effort,	trying	to	reach
beyond	the	barriers	that	confine	them.	Stiff:	In	the	poem,	stiff	describes	how	the	small	twigs	have	become	rigid	due	to	the	effort	they	are	making.	It	indicates	tension	and	the	physical	struggle	of	the	branches.	Exertion:	Exertion	refers	to	the	physical	effort	and	struggle	the	twigs	and	branches	are	undergoing.	It	emphasizes	the	strenuous	and
challenging	nature	of	their	attempt	to	move.	Long-cramped:	This	phrase	describes	the	branches	that	have	been	confined	and	restricted	for	a	long	time.	It	suggests	they	have	been	in	an	uncomfortable	position,	unable	to	move	freely.	Bough:	Bough	refers	to	the	main	branches	of	the	trees.	In	the	poem,	these	are	the	parts	of	the	trees	that	are	cramped
and	struggling	to	move	under	the	roof.	Shuffling:	Shuffling	suggests	a	slow,	awkward,	or	hesitant	movement.	The	long-cramped	boughs	are	moving	in	a	shuffling	manner,	indicating	their	constrained	and	uncertain	motion.	Half-dazed:	This	term	describes	a	state	of	partial	confusion	or	disorientation.	It	implies	that	the	trees,	like	newly	discharged
patients,	are	not	fully	aware	or	steady,	feeling	confused	as	they	move	toward	freedom.	Scarcely:	Scarcely	means	barely	or	hardly.	In	the	poem,	the	speaker	mentions	that	they	hardly	talk	about	the	trees	leaving	the	house,	indicating	it	is	not	the	main	focus	of	their	conversation.	Departure:	Departure	refers	to	the	act	of	leaving.	It	describes	the	trees
moving	out	of	the	house	and	returning	to	the	forest,	highlighting	their	escape	from	confinement.	Lichen:	Lichen	is	a	type	of	small,	plant-like	organism	that	grows	on	trees,	rocks,	and	walls.	In	the	poem,	the	smell	of	lichen	represents	a	natural,	earthy	scent	that	still	lingers	in	the	room.	Stumbling:	Stumbling	indicates	an	unsteady,	awkward	movement.
It	describes	how	the	trees	are	moving	forward	clumsily,	as	if	unsure	of	their	steps,	into	the	night.moving	out	into	the	forestMeaning:	The	trees	are	leaving	the	confined	indoor	space	to	go	back	to	the	forest.	Significance:	This	phrase	symbolizes	a	longing	for	freedom	and	a	return	to	a	natural,	unconfined	state.the	forest	that	was	emptyMeaning:	The
forest	has	been	vacant	and	lifeless.	Significance:	It	suggests	the	absence	of	life	or	vitality.	The	coming	of	the	trees	signifies	a	renewal	or	a	return	of	life.roots	work	to	disengage	themselvesMeaning:	The	roots	are	struggling	to	free	themselves	from	the	cracks	in	the	veranda	floor.	Significance:	This	symbolizes	the	effort	required	to	break	free	from
constraints	or	restrictions,	emphasizing	the	idea	of	liberation.strain	toward	the	glassMeaning:	The	leaves	are	pushing	against	the	glass.	Significance:	The	glass	represents	a	barrier	or	obstacle.	The	leaves	efforts	show	a	desire	to	break	free	and	reach	the	outside	world.stiff	with	exertionMeaning:	The	twigs	are	rigid	due	to	the	effort	they	are	making.
Significance:	This	highlights	the	physical	and	emotional	effort	involved	in	breaking	free	from	confinement.newly	discharged	patientsMeaning:	People	who	have	just	been	released	from	a	hospital.	Significance:	This	simile	compares	the	trees	movement	to	the	uncertain	steps	of	patients	who	are	recovering	and	finding	their	way.	It	suggests	that	freedom
is	both	liberating	and	challenging.scarcely	mention	the	departureMeaning:	Barely	talking	about	the	trees	leaving	the	house.	Significance:	Indicates	a	sense	of	detachment	or	acceptance.	The	speaker	is	aware	of	the	change	but	is	not	focusing	on	it	directly.whispersMeaning:	Soft,	quiet	voices	or	sounds.	Significance:	Represents	subtle	thoughts	or
realizations	that	are	present	in	the	speakers	mind,	hinting	at	inner	awareness	of	the	change.the	glass	is	breakingMeaning:	The	sound	of	glass	shattering	as	the	trees	push	out.	Significance:	A	powerful	metaphor	for	breaking	free	from	limitations	or	barriers.	It	signifies	a	moment	of	liberation.stumbling	forward	into	the	nightMeaning:	The	trees	are
awkwardly	moving	out	into	the	darkness.	Significance:	Suggests	that	the	journey	to	freedom	is	not	smooth	or	easy.	There	may	be	uncertainty	and	difficulty	involved.the	moon	is	broken	like	a	mirrorMeaning:	The	moons	image	is	shattered.	Significance:	This	imagery	suggests	a	shattered	reality	or	a	new	perspective.	The	broken	moon	reflects	the
transformative	nature	of	the	change	happening.crown	of	the	tallest	oakMeaning:	The	top	part	of	the	tallest	tree.	Significance:	Refers	to	reaching	a	peak	or	a	high	point.	The	tallest	oak	symbolizes	strength	and	the	new,	free	identity	that	emerges	after	breaking	free.Heres	a	summary	of	the	poem	The	Trees	by	Adrienne	Rich:The	poem	describes	trees
that	are	confined	indoors,	struggling	to	move	out	into	a	forest	that	has	been	empty	for	some	time.	As	night	falls,	the	trees	roots	work	to	free	themselves	from	the	cracks	in	the	floor,	while	their	branches	and	leaves	strain	towards	the	glass,	eager	to	escape.	This	process	is	likened	to	patients	being	released	from	a	hospital,	illustrating	the	challenge	and
relief	of	breaking	free	from	confinement.	The	speaker	observes	this	process	from	inside	the	house,	writing	letters	and	noting	the	smell	of	leaves	that	still	reaches	into	the	rooms.As	the	trees	finally	break	free,	the	poem	captures	the	moment	of	their	departure:	the	glass	shatters,	and	the	trees	stumble	into	the	night,	welcomed	by	the	wind.	The	moon
appears	broken,	with	its	pieces	reflecting	in	the	tallest	oak.	Overall,	the	poem	captures	the	theme	of	liberation	and	the	natural	urge	to	return	to	a	more	authentic	and	unconfined	free	state.The	central	idea	of	the	poem	The	Trees	by	Adrienne	Rich	is	the	concept	of	liberation	from	confinement.	The	poem	explores	the	transformation	of	trees	as	they
break	free	from	the	limitations	of	an	indoor	space	and	return	to	their	natural,	open	environment.	This	imagery	serves	as	a	metaphor	for	the	broader	human	experience	of	breaking	away	from	constraints	and	reclaiming	a	state	of	freedom	and	authenticity.	The	poem	underscores	the	natural	desire	for	freedom	and	the	rejuvenating	power	of	returning	to
ones	true,	unrestrained	self.The	theme	of	the	poem	The	Trees	by	Adrienne	Rich	is	the	desire	for	freedom	and	liberation.	It	highlights	the	struggle	to	break	free	from	confinement	and	return	to	a	natural,	authentic	state.	The	poem	uses	the	metaphor	of	trees	moving	out	of	an	indoor	space	to	symbolize	the	need	for	escape	and	renewal,	reflecting	a
universal	longing	for	personal	and	societal	freedom.	It	suggests	that	true	growth	and	healing	come	from	being	able	to	live	freely	and	reconnect	with	ones	true	nature.Key	Aspects	of	the	Theme:The	theme	of	Adrienne	Richs	poem	The	Trees	revolves	around	freedom	and	liberation,	the	natural	vs.	unnatural	environment,	and	the	inevitable	desire	for
change	and	growth.Freedom	and	Liberation:The	poem	depicts	trees	moving	from	an	indoor,	confined	space	to	the	open	forest.	This	movement	symbolizes	the	trees	desire	to	return	to	their	natural	environment,	suggesting	a	longing	for	freedom	and	liberation.	It	reflects	the	idea	that	all	living	beings,	including	humans,	yearn	to	break	free	from
restrictions	and	confinement,	whether	those	restrictions	are	physical,	societal,	or	psychological.	Return	to	Nature:The	poem	contrasts	the	unnatural,	indoor	setting	where	the	trees	have	been	kept	with	the	natural,	open	forest	where	they	belong.	This	return	to	nature	emphasizes	the	importance	of	being	in	a	place	where	one	feels	true	to	oneself.	It
suggests	that	confinement	is	unnatural	and	stifling,	whereas	freedom	is	a	return	to	ones	authentic	self.	Inevitable	Change	and	Growth:The	trees	movement	represents	a	natural,	inevitable	process	of	change	and	growth.	The	breaking	of	the	glass	and	the	moons	shattering	symbolize	breaking	old	barriers	and	embracing	new	perspectives.	This	reflects
the	idea	that	growth	and	change	are	essential	parts	of	life,	even	if	they	are	disruptive	or	difficult.	Human	Connection	to	Nature:Although	the	poem	speaks	about	trees,	it	also	indirectly	touches	upon	human	experiences.	The	speakers	detached	observation,	the	struggle	of	the	trees,	and	the	desire	for	freedom	reflect	the	human	condition.	It	implies	that
humans,	like	trees,	have	an	intrinsic	connection	to	nature	and	a	need	for	freedom	to	thrive.	Rebellion	Against	Confinement:The	poem	can	also	be	interpreted	as	a	metaphor	for	rebellion	against	societal	norms	or	constraints.	The	trees	struggle	to	break	free	could	symbolize	a	larger	struggle	for	personal	or	social	freedom,	making	a	statement	about	the
importance	of	resisting	oppression	and	seeking	a	more	authentic	and	fulfilling	life.Overall,	The	Trees	uses	the	imagery	of	trees	breaking	free	from	confinement	to	explore	broader	themes	of	liberation,	the	necessity	of	being	true	to	ones	nature,	and	the	importance	of	change	and	growth	in	life.The	tone	of	Adrienne	Richs	poem	The	Trees	can	be
described	as	reflective	and	liberating,	with	a	sense	of	quiet	determination	and	underlying	urgency.	Heres	a	breakdown	of	how	these	tones	are	conveyed:Reflective:	The	speaker	seems	contemplative	and	observant,	noticing	the	movement	of	the	trees	and	their	efforts	to	break	free.	The	calmness	in	the	description	of	the	night	and	the	act	of	writing
letters	suggests	a	thoughtful	and	introspective	tone.	Liberating:	As	the	poem	progresses,	the	tone	shifts	to	one	of	liberation	and	freedom.	The	breaking	of	the	glass	and	the	trees	stumbling	forward	into	the	night	convey	a	sense	of	breaking	free	from	confinement	and	moving	toward	a	more	open,	natural	state.	This	part	of	the	poem	feels	almost
triumphant	as	it	celebrates	the	trees	(and	metaphorically,	the	peoples)	release	from	restriction.	Urgent:	The	imagery	of	the	trees	actively	working	to	escape	and	the	breaking	glass	introduce	a	sense	of	urgency.	The	phrase	Listen.	The	glass	is	breaking.	directly	calls	for	attention,	signaling	an	important	moment	of	change	and	action.In	short,	the	poems
tone	captures	the	complexity	of	longing	for	freedom	and	the	powerful	moment	of	transition	when	that	freedom	is	achieved.	It	balances	calm	reflection	with	the	intensity	of	liberation,	making	the	reader	feel	both	the	inner	contemplation	and	the	dynamic	energy	of	breaking	free.The	message	of	the	poem	The	Trees	by	Adrienne	Rich	is	that	liberation	and
self-realization	are	essential	for	growth	and	renewal.	Confinement,	whether	physical	or	emotional,	stifles	growth	and	life.	True	freedom	comes	from	breaking	free	of	barriers	and	returning	to	a	more	natural,	authentic	state.The	poem	portrays	trees	struggling	to	break	free	from	confinement,	symbolizing	a	broader	theme	of	overcoming	barriers	and
reclaiming	ones	natural	state.	It	suggests	that	freedom	from	restrictions	is	necessary	for	true	vitality	and	transformation.	The	poem	conveys	that	breaking	away	from	limitations,	whether	physical	or	metaphorical,	allows	for	a	return	to	ones	authentic	self	and	a	fuller	experience	of	life.Deeper	Understanding	of	The	Poem	The	TreesIn	Adrienne	Richs
poem	The	Trees,	symbolic	and	metaphorical	elements	are	crucial	for	conveying	deeper	meanings	about	freedom,	confinement,	and	the	natural	world.	Here	are	the	key	symbolic	and	metaphorical	elements	in	the	poem:Explanation:	The	trees	represent	living	beings	that	yearn	for	freedom.	By	moving	out	of	the	indoor	space	into	the	open	forest,	they
symbolize	the	desire	to	escape	confinement	and	return	to	a	natural,	unrestricted	environment.	Deeper	Meaning:	The	trees	actions	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	people	seeking	liberation	from	societal,	personal,	or	psychological	constraints.	They	embody	the	universal	need	for	autonomy	and	self-expression.Explanation:	The	empty	forest	symbolizes	a
place	that	has	lost	its	vitality,	lacking	birds,	insects,	and	shadows.	As	the	trees	move	into	it,	the	forest	becomes	full	and	alive.	Deeper	Meaning:	The	forest	represents	the	natural,	ideal	state	where	living	beings	belong.	The	movement	of	the	trees	into	the	forest	symbolizes	a	return	to	authenticity,	renewal,	and	the	reestablishment	of	balance	and
life.Explanation:	The	glass	through	which	the	trees	strain	symbolizes	the	barriers	that	separate	them	from	the	outside	world.	The	breaking	of	the	glass	represents	breaking	free	from	these	constraints.	Deeper	Meaning:	The	glass	can	be	seen	as	a	metaphor	for	societal,	emotional,	or	physical	barriers	that	prevent	individuals	from	achieving	freedom.	Its
breaking	signifies	a	powerful	moment	of	liberation	and	the	overcoming	of	obstacles.Explanation:	The	roots	working	to	free	themselves	from	the	veranda	floor	represent	the	effort	required	to	break	free	from	confinement.	The	veranda	symbolizes	a	domestic,	controlled	environment	that	restricts	growth.	Deeper	Meaning:	The	struggle	of	the	roots	can
symbolize	the	internal	struggles	people	face	when	trying	to	escape	restrictive	situations.	It	reflects	the	challenges	involved	in	seeking	freedom	and	the	tenacity	required	to	overcome	them.Explanation:	The	moon	is	described	as	broken	like	a	mirror,	with	its	pieces	reflected	in	the	trees.	This	imagery	suggests	a	shift	or	disruption	in	the	natural	order.
Deeper	Meaning:	The	broken	moon	symbolizes	a	fractured	reality,	representing	the	disruption	of	old	ways	and	the	emergence	of	a	new	perspective.	It	reflects	the	transformative	power	of	liberation,	where	traditional	views	are	shattered,	leading	to	a	new	understanding	or	identity.Explanation:	The	whispers	represent	the	quiet	but	persistent	voices	of
change,	while	the	breaking	glass	signifies	a	sudden	and	irreversible	moment	of	transformation.	Deeper	Meaning:	These	elements	symbolize	the	transition	from	confinement	to	freedom.	The	whispers	suggest	an	awareness	or	readiness	for	change,	while	the	breaking	glass	indicates	a	decisive,	powerful	act	of	liberation.Explanation:	Comparing	the	trees
to	patients	leaving	a	clinic	highlights	the	state	of	being	dazed	and	uncertain	yet	relieved	and	hopeful.	Deeper	Meaning:	This	metaphor	underscores	the	mixed	emotions	that	come	with	liberationthe	joy	of	freedom	alongside	the	confusion	of	entering	a	new	state	of	being.	It	emphasizes	that	breaking	free	is	both	a	healing	and	challenging
process.Adrienne	Rich	uses	these	symbolic	and	metaphorical	elements	to	convey	complex	ideas	about	freedom,	change,	and	the	natural	desire	to	break	free	from	confinement.	The	poem	suggests	that	liberation	is	a	fundamental	aspect	of	life	and	that	returning	to	ones	natural	state	is	necessary	for	growth	and	fulfilment.	The	imagery	and	symbols
enrich	the	poem,	offering	readers	multiple	layers	of	meaning	to	explore	and	reflect	upon.	30/08/2023	17/04/2024	05/04/2024	11/02/2025	IntroductionPoemStanza	1Stanza	2Stanza	3Stanza	4The	Trees	by	Adrienne	Rich	is	a	very	deep,	symbolic	and	multi-themed	poem.	If	we	go	through	the	lines,	we	find	that	it	is	about	trees	which	have	been	cut	from
the	forests	and	rather	grown	in	the	houses	(or	even	greenhouses)	for	decoration	and	need	by	humans.However	when	we	go	deep	into	the	words	and	understand	the	life	history	of	the	poet	and	the	conditions	of	her	time,	we	come	to	know	that	this	poem	is	not	about	the	trees	but	about	women	and	even	the	transgenders	who	are	socially	backward.In
order	to	make	the	poet	understand,	we	have	written	simple	summary	here	and	a	critical	analysis	in	a	separate	article.	We	will	also	discuss	important	questions	and	key-points	on	the	forum.	Let	us	begin	with	the	simple	summary	of	the	poem.The	poet	says	that	the	trees	inside	are	moving	out	into	the	forest.	The	word	inside	here	means	house	or	the
lawn.	In	the	very	first	line,	we	come	to	know	that	the	trees	were	captured	and	enslaved	but	now	they	have	got	freedom	and	thus	are	moving	to	forest	(which	is	their	destination).All	these	days	(i.e.	till	now),	the	forest	was	empty.	As	there	was	no	trees,	no	bird	could	sit,	no	insect	could	hide	itself	and	the	sun	could	not	bury	its	feet	in	shadow.	So,	we	get
a	picture	of	forest	without	trees.The	poet	imagines	that	how	the	forest	would	be	without	the	trees.	As	there	are	no	trees,	the	birds	cannot	make	nests	on	the	branches,	neither	they	can	chirp.	The	insects	also	cannot	get	shelter	without	trees	and	the	sun	cannot	cool	itself	in	the	shadow	of	the	trees.The	poet	now	starts	dreaming	about	the	new	morning.
According	to	her,	the	forest	was	empty	all	these	night	(till	now).	However	the	next	morning	it	will	be	full	of	trees.In	the	next	stanza,	the	poet	describes	the	struggle	of	the	trees	to	free	themselves.	According	to	her,	the	roots	of	the	trees	kept	working	all	nights	(since	long)	to	disengage	themselves	from	the	cracks	in	the	veranda	floor.	In	other	words,
the	trees	kept	trying	to	escape	from	the	the	boundaries	of	the	houses.The	leaves	kept	straining	(pushing)	towards	the	glass,	small	twigs	(small	branches)	became	stiff	(hard)	as	they	were	continuously	exerting	(putting)	pressure	on	the	glass	to	free	themselves.The	long-cramped	(weak)	boughs	(branches)	shuffle	(kept	crawling)	under	the	roof	(in	the
house)	towards	the	forest.	They	look	like	half-dazed	(half	asleep)	newly	discharged	patients	moving	towards	the	clinic	doors	(to	go	to	the	forest).This	is	because	they	are	weak	as	they	were	imprisoned	in	the	four	walls	of	house.	Now	they	are	moving	towards	the	forest	where	they	will	heal	and	regain	their	energy	as	well	as	the	true	potential.For	the
first	time,	the	poet	brings	in	herself.	According	to	her	she	is	sitting	inside	the	house	and	its	doors	open	to	the	veranda	(where	the	trees	are	struggling).	She	is	writing	long	letters	(i.e.	poems	as	this	one).	However	she	does	not	mention	the	departure	of	the	forest	from	the	house.In	this	stanza,	we	find	many	important	things.	First,	the	door	of	the	room
in	which	poet	is	sitting	is	opened.	So,	the	poet	is	watching	the	trees	trying	to	escape.	Next,	she	is	writing	poems	but	does	not	mention	this	departure.Perhaps,	she	is	scared	of	revealing	this	truth	or	she	does	not	seem	to	be	surprised	because	she	was	sure	that	it	will	happen.	Whatever	might	the	case	be,	she	refrain	from	writing	down	this	movement	of
the	trees.Another	thing	worth	noticing	is	that	the	poet	calls	trees	as	forests	and	not	trees	because	all	the	trees	have	united	with	the	same	purpose	i.e.	escape	from	the	four	walls.Next,	the	poet	tells	about	the	environment	outside.	According	to	her,	the	night	is	fresh	and	the	whole	moon	shines	(it	is	full	moon)	in	a	sky	which	is	still	open.	In	other	words,
the	environment	outside	is	welcoming	the	the	trees.	It	is	waiting	for	them	to	escape	the	room	(which	is	a	prison).The	poet	feels	as	if	the	smell	of	leaves	and	lichen	(algae)	is	reaching	to	her	in	the	room	like	a	voice.	In	other	words,	the	poet	feels	that	the	outside	world	is	asking	her	to	join	the	escaping	trees.	Note	that	she	was	refraining	from	being	a	part
of	movement.	However	now,	she	is	being	requested	to	join	them.In	the	final	stanza,	the	poet	hears	whispers	in	her	head	which	she	believes	will	be	silent	by	the	next	day.	Here	whispers	depict	the	negative	forces	(which	do	not	want	the	trees	to	escape)	in	her	head.	However	by	the	next	day	the	trees	will	have	escaped	and	the	negative	voices	will	also
stop.The	poet	then	asks	the	audience	to	listen	the	breaking	of	the	glass.	The	trees	have	finally	succeeded	to	break	the	prison.	They	are	now	stumbling	(moving)	forward	into	the	night.	The	wind	(which	seems	to	be	the	supporter	of	this	move	of	the	trees),	rushes	to	welcome	and	meet	them.Finally	the	trees	have	escaped.	The	moon	which	was	seen
shining	full	(in	the	3rd	stanza)	is	now	broken	like	a	mirror	(because	of	the	leaves	and	twigs	of	the	trees	which	shatter	its	light).The	small	broken	pieces	and	the	fragments	of	the	moon	flash	(shine)	in	the	crown	of	the	tallest	oak	tree	i.e.	they	look	like	a	crown	on	the	head	of	the	oak	tree.	In	other	words,	the	trees	have	become	the	kings	and	thus	the
freedom	has	been	achieved.This	was	the	simple	summary	of	this	poem.	However,	the	poem	means	quite	different	from	what	we	have	explained	above.	It	is	about	feminism,	women	emancipation	and	even	for	the	transgenders.	We	have	covered	the	deep	analysis	of	this	poem	in	this	article.Click	here	to	read	important	questions	and	answers	of	this
poem.	CBSE	Class	10	English	First	Flight	Poetry	Chapter	8	SummaryThe	Trees	Summary-	Adrienne	Richs	poem	The	Trees	is	a	voice	with	a	body	engaged	in	activities	and	sensing	intrusions	that	are	not	organic	to	the	conventions	of	a	nature	poem.	This	poem	narrates	the	struggle	of	a	population	of	trees	to	escape	the	confines	of	a	green	house	or
container	of	nature.The	poet	tells	us	that	how	trees	want	to	break	out	of	the	bondage	of	man-made	things	and	reunite	with	their	natural	surroundings.	The	message	is	that	the	forests	have	disappeared.	So	people	have	planted	trees	in	their	homes.	Trees	are	revolting	as	they	have	lost	their	natural	usefulness.	No	birds	nest	in	them,	nor	do	they	spread
their	shadows	to	tired	people.	Adrienne	Richs	The	Trees	is	a	poem	that	explores	the	theme	of	natures	resilience	and	the	conflict	between	human	interference	and	the	natural	world.	Through	vivid	imagery	and	powerful	metaphors,	Rich	describes	the	movement	of	trees	from	their	confined	indoor	spaces	to	the	freedom	of	the	forest.	The	poem	uses	trees
as	symbols	of	life,	struggle,	and	rebirth.	Rich	encourages	readers	to	reflect	on	the	damage	humans	inflict	on	nature	and	the	need	for	balance	and	healing.	In	this	structured	analysis,	The	tree	summary	explores	the	poems	themes,	stanza-by-stanza	breakdown,	and	symbolism	to	fully	understand	its	significance.Vedantu	offers	complete	and
comprehensive	Class	10	English	First	Flight	Revision	Notes	for	the	poems.	The	Summary	covers	revision	notes,	important	points,	synopsis,	and	Notes	of	the	poem	all	summed	up	clearly	and	concisely	to	make	your	study	session	interesting.About	the	AuthorAdrienne	Rich	(1929-2012)	was	a	renowned	American	poet,	essayist,	and	feminist.	Known	for
her	deeply	political	and	personal	poetry,	Rich	became	a	leading	voice	in	feminist	literature.	Some	of	her	popular	works	include	Woman	Born,	One	Lies,	Secrets	and	Silence,	and	When	We	Dead	Awaken.	Throughout	her	career,	she	received	numerous	awards,	including	the	Shelley	Award	and	the	Pulitzer	Prize	for	Poetry.Synopsis	of	The	TreesAdrienne
Richs	The	Trees	is	a	powerful	poem	that	explores	the	themes	of	confinement,	freedom,	and	the	human	impact	on	nature.	The	poem	begins	by	describing	trees	that	have	been	uprooted	from	the	forest	and	brought	inside	a	house,	where	they	are	confined	to	small	pots.These	trees,	although	alive,	are	unable	to	fulfill	their	true	purpose	as	they	are	not	in
their	natural	environment.	The	poet	compares	the	trees	to	newly	discharged	patients,	eager	to	leave	their	confined	space	and	return	to	the	forest.The	trees	desire	to	return	to	their	natural	habitat	is	symbolic	of	the	broader	conflict	between	human	beings	and	nature.	The	poem	conveys	a	deep	sense	of	empathy	for	the	trees	as	they	strive	for
freedom.Themes	of	The	TreesThe	central	theme	of	The	Trees	is	the	conflict	between	human	beings	and	nature.	The	poem	portrays	trees	confined	in	small	spaces	inside	a	house,	symbolizing	nature's	restriction	by	human	actions.	As	the	trees	strive	for	freedom,	they	represent	the	broader	struggle	of	the	natural	world	trying	to	break	free	from	the
constraints	imposed	by	humans.	The	poem	calls	for	a	deeper	reflection	on	how	human	actions	harm	the	environment	and	urges	for	a	reconnection	with	the	natural	world	before	irreversible	damage	is	done.Character	Sketch	of	The	TreesThe	Trees	(Symbolic	Representation):	The	trees	symbolize	nature's	struggle	for	freedom.	Confined	indoors,	they
long	to	return	to	their	natural	habitat,	the	forest.	Personified	with	human	qualities,	they	represent	natures	resilience	and	its	desire	for	liberation	from	human	interference.The	Poet	(Narrator):	The	poet	is	an	observer,	empathetic	to	the	trees'	plight.	While	writing,	she	becomes	aware	of	their	struggle	for	freedom,	reflecting	on	the	impact	of	human
actions	on	nature.	She	conveys	the	urgency	of	restoring	balance	between	humans	and	the	environment.Summary	of	The	TreesAdrienne	Richs	The	Trees	portrays	the	plight	of	plants	that	have	been	removed	from	the	forest	and	confined	to	decorative	pots	inside	human	homes.These	plants,	which	were	once	free	to	grow	and	flourish	in	nature,	are	now
restricted	by	human	interference.Rich	highlights	the	suffocating	effect	of	these	confines	and	expresses	the	trees	desire	to	break	free,	using	them	as	symbols	of	natures	resilience	and	the	human	tendency	to	dominate	the	environment.The	Trees	Class	10	Summary	Stanza	wiseStanza	1:	The	first	stanza	sets	the	scene,	describing	trees	that	have	been
confined	indoors	as	decorative	plants.	The	poet	emphasizes	how	these	plants,	although	once	part	of	a	thriving	ecosystem,	cannot	now	provide	shade,	shelter,	or	sustenance	to	other	creatures.	The	trees	feel	suffocated	in	their	limited	space,	symbolizing	how	human	actions	have	disrupted	the	natural	world.	Rich	implies	that	the	true	habitat	of	trees	is
the	forest,	and	they	long	to	return	to	their	rightful	place.Stanza	2:	In	the	second	stanza,	Rich	describes	the	trees	efforts	to	escape	their	confined	spaces.	The	roots	work	to	break	free	from	cracks	in	the	floor,	and	the	leaves	strain	towards	the	glass	for	light.	The	trees	are	personified	as	newly	discharged	patients,	eager	to	leave	their	confined	spaces	and
embrace	freedom.	This	metaphor	portrays	the	trees	desperation	to	return	to	their	natural	environment,	further	highlighting	the	conflict	between	human	imposition	and	natures	need	for	space	and	freedom.Stanza	3:	The	poet	reflects	on	her	own	emotions	as	she	sits	inside,	writing	letters,	while	being	aware	of	the	trees	struggle.	The	poet	describes	how
the	smell	of	the	leaves	and	lichen	reaches	her,	almost	like	a	voice	calling	out	to	her	from	the	trees.	This	stanza	underscores	the	connection	between	the	poet	and	nature,	as	well	as	the	awareness	that	the	trees	are	longing	for	liberation.Stanza	4:	In	the	final	stanza,	Rich	depicts	the	trees	successfully	reaching	the	forest,	and	the	sound	of	glass	breaking
as	they	make	their	escape.	The	trees	move	quickly,	and	the	wind	seems	to	welcome	them.	The	moon,	partially	obscured	by	the	trees,	is	described	as	a	"broken	mirror"	that	crowns	the	oak	trees.	This	imagery	symbolizes	the	trees	return	to	their	natural	state	and	the	restoration	of	balance	in	nature.	The	poem	ends	on	a	hopeful	note,	suggesting	that	the
trees	have	finally	found	freedom,	but	it	also	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	harm	humans	have	caused	to	the	natural	world.Conclusion:The	Trees	by	Adrienne	Rich	is	a	powerful	poem	that	uses	trees	as	symbols	of	natures	struggle	against	human	interference.	Through	vivid	imagery	and	metaphors,	Rich	conveys	the	themes	of	freedom,	confinement,	and
nature's	resilience.	The	poem	urges	readers	to	reflect	on	their	impact	on	the	environment	and	calls	for	a	return	to	natural	harmony.	Richs	use	of	personification,	metaphor,	and	symbolism	creates	a	deep	connection	between	the	reader	and	the	natural	world,	making	the	poem	a	poignant	commentary	on	the	state	of	our	environment.Related	Study
Materials	Links:	CBSE	Class	10	English	The	Trees	The	trees	inside	are	moving	out	into	the	forest,	the	forest	that	was	empty	all	these	days	where	no	bird	could	sit	no	insect	hide	no	sun	bury	its	feet	in	shadow	the	forest	that	was	empty	all	these	nights	will	be	full	of	trees	by	morning.	All	night	the	roots	work	to	disengage	themselves	from	the	cracks	in
the	veranda	floor.	The	leaves	strain	toward	the	glass	small	twigs	stiff	with	exertion	long-cramped	boughs	shuffling	under	the	roof	like	newly	discharged	patients	half-dazed,	moving	to	the	clinic	doors.	I	sit	inside,	doors	open	to	the	veranda	writing	long	letters	in	which	I	scarcely	mention	the	departure	of	the	forest	from	the	house.	The	night	is	fresh,	the
whole	moon	shines	in	a	sky	still	open	the	smell	of	leaves	and	lichen	still	reaches	like	a	voice	into	the	rooms.	My	head	is	full	of	whispers	which	tomorrow	will	be	silent.	Listen.	The	glass	is	breaking.	The	trees	are	stumbling	forward	into	the	night.	Winds	rush	to	meet	them.	The	moon	is	broken	like	a	mirror,	its	pieces	flash	now	in	the	crown	of	the	tallest
oak.	Adrienne	Rich	About	the	poet	Adrienne	Rich	was	an	American	poet,	essayist	and	activist.	She	was	born	in	Baltimore,	Maryland,	U.S.A.	in	1929	and	died	in	2012.	She	is	the	author	of	nearly	twenty	volumes	of	poetry,	and	has	been	called	a	feminist	and	a	radical	poet.	Diving	into	the	Wreck	is	considered	to	be	one	of	her	most	famous	poems.	Trees	A
poem	with	two	meanings	This	is	a	poem	with	dual	meaning	a	literal	meaning	and	a	symbolic	one.	The	poet	is	an	activist	and	a	feminist	who	wants	to	create	awareness	about	the	environment	and	women	empowerment.	The	summary	provides	both	the	meanings.	The	first	paragraph	of	each	stanza	provides	the	literal	meaning	while	the	subsequent
paragraph	provides	the	symbolic	one.	Synopsis	of	the	poem	The	poet	in	the	first	stanza	observes	that	the	trees	kept	inside	his	house	are	moving	outside	into	the	forest	which	has	been	lying	bare	for	a	long	time.	By	using	kinaesthetic	imagery	the	poet	points	out	how	humans	have	destroyed	nature	and	kept	plants	for	decoration	inside	their	houses.	As
there	were	no	trees	outside,	birds	could	not	sit	on	branches,	insects	could	not	hide	in	trees	nor	could	sunlight	disappear	under	the	shadows	of	trees.	The	poet	feels	that	the	forests	would	be	full	of	trees	by	the	morning.	The	poet	has	also	used	the	trees	symbolically.	The	trees	represent	the	oppressed	women	who	are	now	prepared	to	move	out	into	the
forest	which	represents	the	patriarchal	society.	The	forests	were	empty	without	and	significant	contribution	or	position	of	women	fraternity.	There	was	no	place	for	women	of	varied	talents	in	the	society.	The	poet	says	that	the	night	of	change	or	revolution	has	arrived	and	the	morning	will	be	a	new	beginning	for	women.	The	second	stanza	describes
the	manner	in	which	trees	work	silently	at	night	to	free	themselves	from	the	boundaries	of	the	house.	They	disengage	themselves	from	the	cracks	in	the	veranda	floor.	The	leaves	put	pressure	on	the	glass	panes	to	break	them.	Small	twigs	have	hardened	with	their	effort	to	be	free.	The	large	trees	have	shrunk	because	of	lack	of	scope	to	grow	under
the	roofs	of	houses.	They	all	move	out	in	half-awakened	state	just	like	newly	discharged	patients	of	a	hospital	who	lack	steady	movement.	The	women	who	have	hitherto	been	confined	to	their	houses	are	desperate	to	go	out	and	explore	the	bigger	world.	They	strain	themselves	to	break	out	of	their	bondages	which	chain	them	to	their	households.	They
are	confused	and	unsure	about	stepping	out	into	the	patriarchal	society	but	they	rush	out	just	like	patients	coming	out	of	a	clinic.	They	are	desperate	to	live	their	lives	freely	in	the	society.	In	the	third	stanza,	the	poet	detaches	herself	from	the	happenings	and	presents	the	whole	scenario.	She	says	that	she	is	writing	long	letters	sitting	in	a	room	whose
doors	open	to	the	veranda.	She	hardly	mentions	about	the	exodus	of	trees	which	move	out	into	the	forest	which	represents	the	conflict	between	man	and	nature.	On	one	hand	humans	destroy	nature	while	on	the	other	they	decorate	interiors	with	indoor	plants.	The	poet	points	towards	a	possible	rebellion	by	nature	against	human	atrocities.	She
describes	the	full	moon	night	under	the	open	sky.	The	night	is	fresh	and	the	poet	can	smell	the	leaves	and	lichen	entering	the	rooms	just	like	voices.	The	poet	observes	the	emancipation	movement	of	the	women	but	does	not	mention	much	of	it	in	her	write-ups.	She	hardly	mentions	the	sea-change	that	is	taking	place	in	the	lives	of	the	women	as	they
move	out	into	the	world	of	freedom.	She	does	not	mention	it	as	she	knew	that	the	exodus	was	inevitable.	Therefore	she	acknowledges	that	she	is	not	very	surprised	by	it.	It	is	night-time	but	the	full	moon	provides	the	light	for	the	change	that	is	taking	place	the	conditions	are	congenial	for	the	change.	The	fresh	smell	which	represents	women	could	be
heard	whispering	to	express	their	feelings	and	desires.	They	are	conveying	the	last	message	of	her	old	way	of	life	that	is	about	to	change	soon.	The	poet	in	the	last	stanza	says	that	her	mind	is	full	of	whispers	that	have	floated	into	the	room.	She	says	that	the	sounds	of	change	will	no	longer	be	heard	the	next	day	as	the	trees	will	have	moved	out	to	the
forest	by	the	morning.	The	poet	hears	the	glass	breaking	and	the	trees	hurrying	outside	stumbling	over	each	other	in	their	quest	for	freedom.	The	wind	gushes	towards	them	as	they	go	out	into	the	open.	The	moon	is	seen	on	the	crown	of	the	tallest	oak	and	it	appears	to	be	broken	like	the	pieces	of	a	mirror	through	the	branches	of	the	tree.	The	poet	is
aware	of	the	change	that	is	happening	in	the	lives	of	women	and	acknowledges	it.	She	tells	the	readers	to	listen	to	the	change	going	around	as	the	women	move	out	to	join	the	main-stream	of	the	society.	The	change	will	be	over	during	the	night.	Glass	barriers	created	by	the	society	are	breaking	and	the	women	are	rushing	out	to	into	the	night.	They
are	greeted	by	the	fresh	wind	for	their	fresh	start	in	their	lives.	The	moon	appears	to	be	broken	when	seen	through	the	branches	and	leaves	of	the	tall	trees.	The	trees	in	the	forest	now	obstruct	the	moon,	which	is	seen	in	fragments	atop	the	tallest	oak	tree.	Message	of	the	poem	Every	being	yearns	for	freedom	and	is	ready	to	put	up	a	struggle	to
achieve	it.	Both	as	a	nature	poem	and	as	a	feminist	oriented	poem	the	poem	represents	struggle	for	equality.	Theme	of	the	poem	The	theme	of	the	poem	is	freedom	and	struggle	for	liberty.	As	a	nature	poem	the	poet	represents	the	conflict	between	man	and	nature	and	natures	yearning	for	freedom.	As	a	feminist	poem	it	represents	womens	struggle
for	equality	in	patriarchal	society.	Rhyme	scheme	The	poem	has	been	written	in	free	verse	and	does	not	have	a	rhyme	scheme.	Word	meanings	to	disengage	themselves	to	separate	themselves	veranda	the	space	attached	to	the	house	right	outside	it	strain	make	efforts	to	move	twigs	topmost	parts	of	the	branches	stiff	hard	exertion	pressure	cramped
shrunk	boughs	larger	branches	of	trees	shuffling	moving	repeatedly	from	one	position	to	another	half-dazed	half	asleep	or	shocked	scarcely	hardly	departure	leaving	a	place	lichen	crusty	patches	or	bushy	growth	on	tree	trunks/bare	ground	formed	by	association	of	fungus	and	alga.	whispers	low	voices	stumbling	walking	unsteadily	flash	shine	brightly
oak	a	large	strong	tree	Literary	devices	Personification	(Giving	characteristics	of	humans	to	animals	or	inanimate	objects)	The	trees	inside	are	moving	out	trees	have	been	personified	no	sun	bury	its	feet	in	shadow	the	sun	has	been	personified	small	twigs	stiff	with	exertion	the	twigs	have	been	personified	The	trees	are	stumbling	forward	the	trees
have	been	personified	Anaphora	When	two	consecutive	lines	begin	with	the	same	letter	no	insect	hide	no	sun	bury	its	feet	in	shadow	Kinaesthetic	imagery	image	of	movement	i)	The	trees	inside	are	moving	out	ii)	like	newly	discharged	patients	half-dazed,	moving	to	the	clinic	doors	iii)	The	trees	are	stumbling	forward	into	the	night.	Winds	rush	to	meet
them.	Visual	imagery	creating	visual	pictures	with	words	i)	All	night	the	roots	work	to	disengage	themselves	from	the	cracks	in	the	veranda	floor	Simile	direct	comparison	using	as	and	like	i)	like	newly	discharged	patients	(trees	are	compared	to	patients)	ii)	The	moon	is	broken	like	a	mirror	(moon	is	compared	to	a	broken	mirror)	Alliteration
(repetition	of	same	sound	in	proximity)	Long	letters	l	sound	has	been	repeated	Forest	from	f	sound	has	been	repeated	Sky	still	-s	sound	has	been	repeated	Leaves	and	lichen	l	sound	has	been	repeated	Metaphor	indirect	comparison	Trees	metaphorically	represent	suppressed	women	Forest	is	an	extended	metaphor	of	struggle	of	women	in	the
patriarchal	society	Enjambment	a	sentence	continuing	in	the	next	line	without	punctuation	i)	the	forest	that	was	empty	all	these	days	where	no	bird	could	sit	no	insect	hide	no	sun	bury	its	feet	in	shadow	the	forest	that	was	empty	all	these	nights	will	be	full	of	trees	by	morning.	ii)	The	leaves	strain	toward	the	glass	small	twigs	stiff	with	exertion	long-
cramped	boughs	shuffling	under	the	roof	like	newly	discharged	patients	half-dazed,	iii)	All	night	the	roots	work	to	disengage	themselves	from	the	cracks	in	the	veranda	floor.	iv)	doors	open	to	the	veranda	writing	long	letters	in	which	I	scarcely	mention	the	departure	of	the	forest	from	the	house.	Question	Answers	1.	(i)	Find,	in	the	first	stanza,	three
things	that	cannot	happen	in	a	treeless	forest.	Ans.	three	things	that	cannot	happen	in	a	treeless	forest	are	Birds	cannot	sit	on	trees	Insects	cannot	hide	in	trees	Sunbeams	cannot	hide	in	shadows	of	trees	(ii)	What	picture	do	these	words	create	in	your	mind:	sun	bury	its	feet	in	shadow?	What	could	the	poet	mean	by	the	suns	feet?	Ans.	the	image	of
sunlight	reaching	the	forest	floor	through	the	leaves	of	trees	is	created	through	these	words.	The	poet	possibly	means	the	sun	rays	when	he	says	sun	could	not	bury	its	feet	in	shadow.	2.	(i)	Where	are	the	trees	in	the	poem?	What	do	their	roots,	their	leaves,	and	their	twigs	do?	Ans.	The	trees	are	inside	the	house	in	the	poem.	The	roots	are	trying	to	free
themselves	from	the	cracks	in	the	veranda.	The	leaves	are	straining	towards	the	glass	while	the	small	twigs	become	stiff	due	to	the	pressure	that	they	exert	in	moving	towards	the	glass.	(ii)	What	does	the	poet	compare	their	branches	to?	Ans.	The	poet	compares	the	branches	to	people	who	are	cramped	in	small	places.	The	branches	have	been	staying
in	a	cramped	position	for	a	long	time	and	now	they	are	shuffling	and	coming	out	of	the	house	like	newly	discharged	patients	who	under	medication	and	are	moving	out	in	a	half	conscious	state.	3.	(i)	How	does	the	poet	describe	the	moon:	(a)	at	the	beginning	of	the	third	stanza,	and	(b)	at	its	end?	What	causes	this	change?	Ans.	The	moon	is	a	full	one	in
the	third	stanza	and	appears	to	be	broken	into	fragments	at	the	end.	The	coming	out	of	the	trees	caused	this	change	as	one	can	see	the	pieces	of	the	moon	through	the	gaps	in	the	leaves.	(ii)	What	happens	to	the	house	when	the	trees	move	out	of	it?	Ans.	The	smell	of	trees	and	lichen	still	reach	the	house;	however,	there	is	some	damage	caused	to	the
glass	panes	as	they	are	broken	when	the	trees	stumble	out	of	the	house.	The	wind	rushes	in	through	the	broken	glass	as	it	rushes	to	greet	the	trees	when	they	emerge	from	the	house.	(iii)	Why	do	you	think	the	poet	does	not	mention	the	departure	of	the	forest	from	the	house	in	her	letters?	(Could	it	be	that	we	are	often	silent	about	important
happenings	that	are	so	unexpected	that	they	embarrass	us?	Think	about	this	again	when	you	answer	the	next	set	of	questions.)	Ans.	The	poet	does	not	mention	about	the	exodus	of	the	trees	from	their	confinement	as	is	it	the	humans	who	were	responsible	for	the	destruction	of	the	forests	and	the	confinement	of	the	plants	and	trees.	She	remains	silent
about	it	as	the	revolution	was	inevitable	and	she	is	not	surprised	by	it.	The	men	do	not	care	about	the	condition	of	the	trees	and	would	not	be	interested	in	their	efforts;	therefore	the	poet	silently	feels	the	emancipation	of	the	trees.	4.	Now	that	you	have	read	the	poem	in	detail,	we	can	begin	to	ask	what	the	poem	might	mean.	Here	are	two	suggestions.
Can	you	think	of	others?	(i)	Does	the	poem	present	a	conflict	between	man	and	nature?	Compare	it	with	A	Tiger	in	the	Zoo.	Is	the	poet	suggesting	that	plants	and	trees,	used	for	interior	decoration	in	cities	while	forests	are	cut	down,	are	imprisoned,	and	need	to	break	out?	Ans.	Yes,	the	poem	does	present	a	conflict	between	man	and	nature.	Humans
have	destroyed	the	forests	with	their	insatiable	greed	to	own	things.	Rampant	deforestation	has	led	to	an	ecological	crisis	for	the	flora	and	fauna	of	the	earth.	They	know	that	trees	are	the	best	decorations	possible	and	have	decorated	their	interiors	with	plants	thus	denying	their	right	to	natural	habitat.	This	has	compelled	them	to	revolt	and	get	their
freedom.	Similarly,	the	mighty	but	helpless	tiger	which	has	also	been	wrongfully	confined	in	a	small	cage	yearns	for	a	life	of	freedom	in	the	jungle.	(ii)	On	the	other	hand,	Adrienne	Rich	has	been	known	to	use	trees	as	a	metaphor	for	human	beings;	this	is	a	recurrent	image	in	her	poetry.	What	new	meanings	emerge	from	the	poem	if	you	take	its	trees
to	be	symbolic	of	this	particular	meaning?	Ans.	As	Adrienne	Rich	was	an	ardent	feminist	it	is	safe	to	suggest	that	the	trees	are	a	metaphor	for	humans	specifically	females.	She	speaks	of	the	suppressed	condition	of	women	who	have	now	been	healed	and	are	ready	to	renew	the	forest	of	womanhood.	They	are	witnessing	a	sea	change	in	their	identity	as
they	emerge	from	the	confinement	of	their	homes.	5.	You	may	read	the	poem	On	Killing	a	Tree	by	Gieve	Patel	(Beehive	Textbook	in	English	for	Class	IX,	NCERT).	Compare	and	contrast	it	with	the	poem	you	have	just	read.	Ans.	On	killing	a	tree	is	almost	a	satirical	manual	about	how	to	permanently	kill	a	tree.	It	brings	forth	the	cruelty	of	humans	as
they	try	to	destroy	the	existence	of	the	tree.	This	poem	tells	us	about	the	inevitable	conflict	between	man	and	nature.	In	The	Trees	the	trees	revolt	and	escape	into	the	forest,	avoiding	exploitation	and	regaining	their	freedom	to	live	freely	in	nature.	Both	the	poems	speak	about	exploitation	destruction	of	nature	by	cruel	humans.	Important	questions	Q.
Departure	is	painful.	So	is	the	departure	of	the	trees	for	the	poet.	What	will	happen	after	their	departure?	Ans.	After	the	trees	leave	the	house,	the	smell	of	trees	and	lichen	will	still	linger	in	the	house	for	some	time.	The	wind	will	rush	in	through	the	broken	glass	which	had	been	broken	when	the	trees	struggled	out	of	the	house.	The	poet	will	feel
lonely	due	to	the	absence	of	the	plants	which	had	been	a	part	of	the	house	for	a	long	time.	The	cracks	in	the	veranda	will	remind	her	of	them.	Gradually	she	will	come	to	terms	with	their	absence	and	feel	happy	that	they	had	achieved	their	freedom.	Q.	The	process	of	moving	out	was	tedious	for	the	trees.	Support	the	statement	with	reference	to	the
poem.	[CBSE	Q	B,	2020-21]	Ans.	The	trees	had	to	go	through	a	lot	of	struggle	to	achieve	freedom	as	is	evident	from	the	fact	that	they	had	to	disengage	themselves	from	the	cracks	of	the	veranda.	The	leaves	had	to	strain	themselves	while	the	twigs	became	stiff	with	exertion.	They	stumbled	out	like	tired	newly-discharged	patients	from	the	clinic	which
shows	moving	out	was	a	tedious	process	for	trees.	Q.	The	poet	uses	trees	as	a	symbol	for	women	breaking	patriarchal	notions.	Do	you	agree?	Why/	Why	not?	[CBSE	Q	B,	2020-21]	Ans.	Adrienne	Rich	was	an	ardent	feminist	and	wrote	extensively	on	equality	for	women,	hence	it	can	be	safely	suggested	that	she	has	used	trees	to	symbolize	oppressed
women	who	are	bringing	sea-change	in	their	status	as	equals	in	society.	Women,	who	have	not	been	able	to	play	a	major	role	in	the	patriarchal	society	are	now	breaking	glass	barriers	and	reaching	the	sky.	The	poet	knew	that	this	exodus	was	inevitable	hence	is	not	surprised	by	it;	she	simply	mentions	the	paradigm	shift	in	the	society	in	this	poem.	Q.
The	poem	ends	on	a	note	of	victory.	Justify	with	reference	to	the	literal	and	symbolic	meaning.	[CBSE	Q	B,	2020-21]	Ans.	Humans	have	not	only	encroached	into	the	natural	habitat	of	flora	and	fauna	but	have	also	confined	them	inside	houses	denying	their	right	to	freedom.	Women	had	for	a	long	time	been	denied	their	right	to	equality	in	a	patriarchal
society	and	were	bound	by	invisible	chains	that	society	had	created	for	them.	The	poem	ends	in	a	note	of	victory	in	the	literal	sense,	as	the	trees	regain	their	freedom	when	they	move	to	their	natural	habitat.	Symbolically,	it	ends	in	a	note	of	victory	as	women	free	themselves	from	their	domestic	confines	and	emerge	as	free	individuals	breaking	glass
ceilings	of	the	patriarchal	society.	Q.	Sometimes	moving	out	of	a	comfort	space	is	extremely	important	for	maturation	and	growth.	Point	out	how	Wanda	Petronski	moving	into	a	big	city	was	similar	to	the	movement	of	the	trees.	[CBSE	Q	B,	2020-	21]	Ans.	it	is	necessary	to	move	out	of	the	comfort	zone	in	order	to	grow	as	an	individual.	The	trees
symbolize	oppressed	women	in	the	patriarchal	society	who	were	hitherto	confined	within	false	comforts	of	their	homes.	They	struggled	to	free	themselves	physically	and	mentally	from	the	invisible	chains	and	achieve	freedom	to	live	the	life	that	they	choose.	Similarly,	when	Wanda	moves	to	the	big	city	she	is	no	longer	teased	and	humiliated	for	having
a	different	name.	As	a	result	she	gains	self	confidence	as	is	evident	from	her	letters.	Q.	The	poem	Trees	appears	to	be	about	trees,	environment,	deforestation	and	afforestation.	On	a	deeper	level	we	discover	that	Adrienne	Rich	is	expressing	her	concern	about	women	and	their	emancipation.	Elaborate	with	reference	to	the	poem.	[CBSE	Q	B,	2020-21]
Ans.	The	poem	has	a	literal	and	a	symbolic	meaning.	In	the	literal	sense,	the	poet	gives	us	the	message	that	man	has	harmed	the	environment	through	deforestation	and	there	is	need	to	heed	the	right	to	life	and	freedom	for	the	trees.	Trees	yearn	for	a	life	of	freedom	in	natural	environment	and	are	struggling	to	liberate	themselves	from	the	clutches	of
man.	At	the	symbolic	level,	as	a	feminist	the	poet	is	expressing	her	concern	about	womens	right	to	equality.	Women	have	been	suppressed	and	barred	from	reaching	their	full	potential	in	the	patriarchal	society.	However,	they	have	managed	to	break	the	false	glass	barriers	which	had	confined	them	to	their	homes	and	are	now	ready	to	become	a	part
of	the	mainstream	in	the	society.	Photo	by	Rachel	Claire	Copyright	2024	All	rights	reserved	englishtutorialedu.com	The	Trees	Class	10	English	Poem	Summary	is	given	below.	By	reading	through	the	poem	detailed	summary,	CBSE	Class	10	students	will	be	able	to	understand	the	chapter	easily.	Once	the	students	finished	reading	the	summary	they	can
easily	answer	any	questions	related	to	the	chapter.	Students	can	also	refer	to	CBSE	Class	10	English	Poem	summary	notes	The	Trees	for	their	revision	during	the	exam.	The	Trees	summary	in	both	english	and	hindi	is	available	here.	This	article	starts	with	a	discussion	about	the	author	and	then	explains	the	chapter	in	short	and	detailed	fashion.
Ultimately,	the	article	ends	with	some	difficult	words	and	their	meanings.	Adrienne	Rich	was	an	American	poet,	essayist	and	feminist.	She	was	born	on	16	May	1929	and	died	at	the	age	of	82	on	27	March	2012.	Of	Woman	Born	On	Lies,	Secrets	&	Silence	and	When	We	Dead	Awaken,	are	some	of	her	famous	works.	In	1971,	she	was	awarded	the
Shelley	Memorial	Award	from	the	Poetry	Society	of	America.	This	is	a	poem	about	decorative	plants.	These	plants	are	grown	in	houses	for	beautification.	These	grow	in	small	pots	and	pans.	They	have	taken	the	place	of	large	forest	trees	which	have	been	cut	by	human	beings.	This	poem	presents	the	picture	of	harm	to	nature	by	human	beings	by	their
actions.	The	poet	observes	that	the	trees	in	his	house	are	moving	outside	into	the	forest	which	has	been	empty	for	a	long	time.	It	is	important	to	understand	that	the	trees	are	not	actually	moving,	but	it	has	been	used	as	an	imagery	by	the	poet	to	show	the	destroyed	forests	and	the	false	nature	that	humans	have	tried	to	keep	in	their	houses.	Since	the
forest	outside	was	empty,	no	birds	could	sit	on	the	branches	of	trees,	no	insects	could	hide	in	the	trees	and	sunlight	could	never	disappear	under	the	shadows	of	the	trees.	The	speaker	feels	that	the	empty	forest	will	be	full	of	trees	by	the	next	morning.	It	seems	like	the	trees	work	silently	in	the	night	in	order	to	complete	their	mission	of	getting	free
from	the	boundaries	of	the	house.	Therefore,	they	work	all	night	to	free	themselves	through	the	cracks	on	the	Verenda	floor.	The	leaves	of	the	trees	try	very	hard	to	put	a	lot	of	pressure	on	the	glass	so	that	they	could	break	it.	The	small	twigs	have	become	very	hard	due	to	applying	so	much	pressure	to	free	themselves.	The	large	branches	of	the	trees
try	to	move	slowly	from	there	and	look	like	newly	discharged	patients	from	a	hospital,	who	become	half-shocked	on	coming	to	the	outside	world.	The	poet	sits	in	her	house,	writing	long	letters,	with	the	doors	of	house	opening	to	the	Veranda.	She	mentions	in	her	letters	about	the	trees	that	are	moving	out	to	the	empty	forest.	It	is	a	full	moon	night
where	the	moon	is	shining	in	the	open	sky	and	the	night	is	very	fresh.	The	poet	smells	the	leaves	and	lichens	coming	from	the	trees	that	reach	her	like	a	voice.	The	poet	listens	to	the	sounds	coming	from	the	leaves	and	lichens	of	the	trees.	These	sounds	will	not	be	there	in	the	morning	as	the	trees	will	move	out	to	the	forest	in	the	night	and	will	not	be
in	the	house	by	morning.	Now,	the	poet	can	hear	the	glass	breaking	due	to	the	efforts	of	the	twigs.	The	trees	hurry	outside	stumbling	on	each	other.	As	the	trees	go	in	the	open,	it	seems	like	the	wind	is	moving	fast	towards	them	to	meet	them.	The	trees	are	so	tall	that	they	have	the	moon	into	pieces	like	a	broken	mirror.	The	moon	sits	like	the	crowns
on	the	head	of	the	tall	oak	tree.	,	,	,	,	,	,	
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