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What	factors	influence	people's	behaviors	and	thoughts?	Experimental	psychology	utilizes	scientific	methods	to	answer	these	questions	by	researching	the	mind	and	behavior.	Experimental	psychologists	conduct	experiments	to	learn	more	about	why	people	do	certain	things.	Why	do	people	do	the	things	they	do?	What	factors	influence	how
personality	develops?	And	how	do	our	behaviors	and	experiences	shape	our	character?	These	are	just	a	few	of	the	questions	that	psychologists	explore,	and	experimental	methods	allow	researchers	to	create	and	empirically	test	hypotheses.	By	studying	such	questions,	researchers	can	also	develop	theories	that	enable	them	to	describe,	explain,
predict,	and	even	change	human	behaviors.	For	example,	researchers	might	utilize	experimental	methods	to	investigate	why	people	engage	in	unhealthy	behaviors.	By	learning	more	about	the	underlying	reasons	why	these	behaviors	occur,	researchers	can	then	search	for	effective	ways	to	help	people	avoid	such	actions	or	replace	unhealthy	choices
with	more	beneficial	ones.	While	students	are	often	required	to	take	experimental	psychology	courses	during	undergraduate	and	graduate	school,	think	about	this	subject	as	a	methodology	rather	than	a	singular	area	within	psychology.	People	in	many	subfields	of	psychology	use	these	techniques	to	conduct	research	on	everything	from	childhood
development	to	social	issues.	Experimental	psychology	is	important	because	the	findings	play	a	vital	role	in	our	understanding	of	the	human	mind	and	behavior.	By	better	understanding	exactly	what	makes	people	tick,	psychologists	and	other	mental	health	professionals	can	explore	new	approaches	to	treating	psychological	distress	and	mental	illness.
These	are	often	topics	of	experimental	psychology	research.	So	how	exactly	do	researchers	investigate	the	human	mind	and	behavior?	Because	the	mind	is	so	complex,	it	seems	like	a	challenging	task	to	explore	the	many	factors	that	contribute	to	how	we	think,	act,	and	feel.	Experimental	psychologists	use	a	variety	of	different	research	methods	and
tools	to	investigate	human	behavior.	Methods	in	the	experimental	psychology	category	include	experiments,	case	studies,	correlational	research,	and	naturalistic	observations.	Experimentation	remains	the	primary	standard	in	psychological	research.	In	some	cases,	psychologists	can	perform	experiments	to	determine	if	there	is	a	cause-and-effect
relationship	between	different	variables.	The	basics	of	conducting	a	psychology	experiment	involve:	One	experimental	psychology	research	example	would	be	to	perform	a	study	to	look	at	whether	sleep	deprivation	impairs	performance	on	a	driving	test.	The	experimenter	could	control	other	variables	that	might	influence	the	outcome,	varying	the
amount	of	sleep	participants	get	the	night	before.	All	of	the	participants	would	then	take	the	same	driving	test	via	a	simulator	or	on	a	controlled	course.	By	analyzing	the	results,	researchers	can	determine	if	changes	in	the	independent	variable	(amount	of	sleep)	led	to	differences	in	the	dependent	variable	(performance	on	a	driving	test).	Case	studies
allow	researchers	to	study	an	individual	or	group	of	people	in	great	depth.	When	performing	a	case	study,	the	researcher	collects	every	single	piece	of	data	possible,	often	observing	the	person	or	group	over	a	period	of	time	and	in	a	variety	of	situations.	They	also	collect	detailed	information	about	their	subject's	backgroundincluding	family	history,
education,	work,	and	social	lifeis	also	collected.	Such	studies	are	often	performed	in	instances	where	experimentation	is	not	possible.	For	example,	a	scientist	might	conduct	a	case	study	when	the	person	of	interest	has	had	a	unique	or	rare	experience	that	could	not	be	replicated	in	a	lab.	Correlational	studies	are	an	experimental	psychology	method
that	makes	it	possible	for	researchers	to	look	at	relationships	between	different	variables.	For	example,	a	psychologist	might	note	that	as	one	variable	increases,	another	tends	to	decrease.	While	such	studies	can	look	at	relationships,	they	cannot	be	used	to	imply	causal	relationships.	The	golden	rule	is	that	correlation	does	not	equal	causation.
Naturalistic	observation	gives	researchers	the	opportunity	to	watch	people	in	their	natural	environments.	This	experimental	psychology	method	can	be	particularly	useful	in	cases	where	the	investigators	believe	that	a	lab	setting	might	have	an	undue	influence	on	participant	behaviors.	Experimental	psychologists	work	in	a	wide	variety	of	settings,
including	colleges,	universities,	research	centers,	government,	and	private	businesses.	Some	of	these	professionals	teach	experimental	methods	to	students	while	others	conduct	research	on	cognitive	processes,	animal	behavior,	neuroscience,	personality,	and	other	subject	areas.	Those	who	work	in	academic	settings	often	teach	psychology	courses	in
addition	to	performing	research	and	publishing	their	findings	in	professional	journals.	Other	experimental	psychologists	work	with	businesses	to	discover	ways	to	make	employees	more	productive	or	to	create	a	safer	workplacea	specialty	area	known	as	human	factors	psychology.Some	topics	that	might	be	explored	in	experimental	psychology
research	include	how	music	affects	motivation,	the	impact	social	media	has	on	mental	health,	and	whether	a	certain	color	changes	one's	thoughts	or	perceptions.	To	understand	how	experimental	psychology	got	where	it	is	today,	it	can	be	helpful	to	look	at	how	it	originated.	Psychology	is	a	relatively	young	discipline,	emerging	in	the	late	1800s.	While
it	started	as	part	of	philosophy	and	biology,	it	officially	became	its	own	field	of	study	when	early	psychologist	Wilhelm	Wundt	founded	the	first	laboratory	devoted	to	the	study	of	experimental	psychology.	Some	of	the	important	events	that	helped	shape	the	field	of	experimental	psychology	include:1874	-	Wilhelm	Wundt	published	the	first	experimental
psychology	textbook,	"Grundzge	der	physiologischen	Psychologie"	("Principles	of	Physiological	Psychology").1875	-	William	James	opened	a	psychology	lab	in	the	United	States.	The	lab	was	created	for	the	purpose	of	class	demonstrations	rather	than	to	perform	original	experimental	research.1879	-	The	first	experimental	psychology	lab	was	founded
in	Leipzig,	Germany.	Modern	experimental	psychology	dates	back	to	the	establishment	of	the	very	first	psychology	lab	by	pioneering	psychologist	Wilhelm	Wundt	during	the	late	nineteenth	century.1883	-	G.	Stanley	Hall	opened	the	first	experimental	psychology	lab	in	the	United	States	at	John	Hopkins	University.1885	-	Herman	Ebbinghaus	published
his	famous	"ber	das	Gedchtnis"	("On	Memory"),	which	was	later	translated	to	English	as	"Memory:	A	Contribution	to	Experimental	Psychology."	In	the	work,	Ebbinghaus	described	learning	and	memory	experiments	that	he	conducted	on	himself.1887	-	George	Truball	Ladd	published	his	textbook	"Elements	of	Physiological	Psychology,"	the	first
American	book	to	include	a	significant	amount	of	information	on	experimental	psychology.1887	-	James	McKeen	Cattell	established	the	world's	third	experimental	psychology	lab	at	the	University	of	Pennsylvania.1890	-	William	James	published	his	classic	textbook,	"The	Principles	of	Psychology."1891	-	Mary	Whiton	Calkins	established	an	experimental
psychology	lab	at	Wellesley	College,	becoming	the	first	woman	to	form	a	psychology	lab.1893	-	G.	Stanley	Hall	founded	the	American	Psychological	Association,	the	largest	professional	and	scientific	organization	of	psychologists	in	the	United	States.1920	-	John	B.	Watson	and	Rosalie	Rayner	conducted	their	now-famous	Little	Albert	Experiment,	in
which	they	demonstrated	that	emotional	reactions	could	be	classically	conditioned	in	people.1929	-	Edwin	Boring's	book	"A	History	of	Experimental	Psychology"	was	published.	Boring	was	an	influential	experimental	psychologist	who	was	devoted	to	the	use	of	experimental	methods	in	psychology	research.1955	-	Lee	Cronbach	published	"Construct
Validity	in	Psychological	Tests,"	which	popularized	the	use	of	construct	validity	in	psychological	studies.1958	-	Harry	Harlow	published	"The	Nature	of	Love,"	which	described	his	experiments	with	rhesus	monkeys	on	attachment	and	love.1961	-	Albert	Bandura	conducted	his	famous	Bobo	doll	experiment,	which	demonstrated	the	effects	of	observation
on	aggressive	behavior.	While	experimental	psychology	is	sometimes	thought	of	as	a	separate	branch	or	subfield	of	psychology,	experimental	methods	are	widely	used	throughout	all	areas	of	psychology.Developmental	psychologists	use	experimental	methods	to	study	how	people	grow	through	childhood	and	over	the	course	of	a	lifetime.Social
psychologists	use	experimental	techniques	to	study	how	people	are	influenced	by	groups.Health	psychologists	rely	on	experimentation	and	research	to	better	understand	the	factors	that	contribute	to	wellness	and	disease.	The	experimental	method	in	psychology	helps	us	learn	more	about	how	people	think	and	why	they	behave	the	way	they	do.
Experimental	psychologists	can	research	a	variety	of	topics	using	many	different	experimental	methods.	Each	one	contributes	to	what	we	know	about	the	mind	and	human	behavior.Experimental	psychology	is	an	interesting	subdiscipline	of	psychology.On	the	one	hand,	it	refers	to	an	approach	to	studying	human	behavior	the	standardized	methods	and
techniques	used	to	collect	and	analyze	data.On	the	other	hand,	experimental	psychology	is	a	unique	branch,	an	applied	field	of	psychology	that	explores	theoretical	questions	about	human	behavior.	So,	while	virtually	all	psychologists	can	engage	in	experimental	psychology	in	one	form	or	another,	there	are	also	professionals	who	spend	their	entire
careers	conducting	applied	experimental	research	in	the	field	of	psychology.	This	is	what	deems	professionals	in	this	field	experimental	psychologists.In	this	guide,	well	explore	how	experimental	psychology	developed	and	review	some	of	the	methods	that	are	used	in	conducting	studies	of	behavior.	Well	also	discuss	types	of	experiments,	survey	a	few
types	of	psychological	experiments,	and	go	over	career-related	information	for	experimental	psychologistsas	well.Lets	get	started!What	is	The	History	of	Experimental	Psychology?Cognitive	psychology	is	one	of	the	most	fascinating	fields	today.	Questions	about	the	nature	of	human	behavior	and	the	connection	of	the	body	and	mind	go	back	to	classic
philosophers	like	Plato	and	Aristotle.	Likewise,	the	debate	over	nature	vs	nurture	raged	long	before	experimental	psychologists	came	along	in	their	formal	and	modern	form.But	the	centuries	of	philosophizing	about	why	people	behave	in	the	manners	in	which	they	behave	sparked	the	interest	of	scientific	researchers	to	study	human	behavior	in	an
empirical	manner.	If	the	principles	of	the	scientific	methods	could	be	used	for	the	study	of	behavior,	perhaps	scientists	could	provide	definitive	answers	to	the	age-old	questions	surrounding	human	behavior.This	is	precisely	why	the	experimental	psychologist	was	born.The	first	experimental	psychology	lab	in	the	world	was	founded	in	Leipzig,
Germany,	in	1879	by	Wilhelm	Wundt.	There,	Wundt	primarily	studied	feelings	and	sensations	in	a	structured	manner	using	objective,	systematized	measures	and	controls.	This	mathematical	and	experimental	approach	set	the	precedent	for	the	scientific	methods	that	experimental	psychologists	and	research	centers	use	today.For	example,	Wundt
used	his	background	in	physiology	to	design	an	experiment	on	sensory	processes	in	which	each	participant	was	exposed	to	the	same	stimulus,	such	as	the	sound	of	a	metronome.	Each	participant	was	then	asked	to	provide	a	report	of	the	sensations	they	experienced,	a	process	called	introspection.The	goal	of	this	experiment	was	to	understand	the
underlying	structure	of	sensory	processes.	That	is,	Wundt	was	interested	in	analyzing	each	of	the	elements	of	the	human	experience	involved	in	sensing	the	stimulus	the	thoughts,	senses,	feelings,	and	so	forth.Wundt	believed	that	breaking	down	the	process	of	a	behavior	in	this	case,	sensing	a	sound	could	be	done	much	like	a	chemist	analyzes	a
chemical	compound.	If	you	examine	the	individual	components,	you	can	learn	more	about	the	structure	underneath	the	individual	components.While	Wundts	process	of	introspection	didnt	remain	a	long-lasting	approach	to	studying	psychological	processes,	his	insistence	on	controlling	the	experimental	environment	has	had	a	long-term	impact	on	how
psychological	research	is	conducted.The	experiments	he	devised	used	the	same	conditions	for	the	experimental	subjects	the	same	stimuli,	the	same	setting,	the	same	lighting,	and	so	forth.	By	controlling	the	environment	in	which	research	is	taking	place,	Wundt	was	able	to	minimize	potential	confounding	variables.	Doing	so	is	critically	important	for
any	research.Because	Wundts	laboratory	was	the	first	in	the	world,	he	is	often	considered	the	father	of	modern	psychology.	That	is,	his	contributions	to	the	field	shifted	psychology	from	a	philosophical	pursuit	to	a	scientific	one.In	the	United	States,	experimental	psychology	grew	out	of	the	efforts	of	G.	Stanley	Hall	and	George	Trumbull	Ladd.	Stanley
Hall	is	credited	with	developing	the	first	experimental	psychology	lab	in	the	United	States,	which	was	located	at	Johns	Hopkins	University.	Though	his	career	mostly	focused	on	child	development	and	evolutionary	psychology,	his	most	significant	contribution	to	psychology	was	overseeing	the	early	development	of	the	field	in	the	United	States.	He	was
the	first	American	to	get	a	doctorate	in	psychology	and	he	oversaw	11	of	the	first	14	doctorates	to	be	awarded	in	the	U.S.,	including	those	to	John	Dewey,	Lewis	Terman,	and	James	McKeen	Cattell,	each	of	whom	went	on	to	become	influential	figures	in	the	field	in	their	own	rite.Meanwhile,	George	Trumbull	Ladd,	who	was	a	professor	of	psychology	at
Yale	University,	established	one	of	the	earliest	experimental	labs	for	psychology	in	the	U.S.	He	is	also	credited	with	publishing	the	first	experimental	psychology	textbook,	entitled	Elements	of	Physiological	Psychology.Another	important	figure	in	the	history	of	experimental	psychology	was	Wundts	American	contemporary,	William	James.His	textbook,
The	Principles	of	Psychology,	is	perhaps	the	most	seminal	work	in	the	history	of	psychology.	Published	in	1890,	the	book	offers	insights	into	the	experiments	James	performed	over	the	course	of	his	career	teaching	at	Harvard.	However,	the	book	is	not	a	manual	on	experimental	psychology.	In	fact,	James	wasnt	particularly	interested	in	experimental
research.Despite	this,	James	was	the	first	American	to	teach	a	psychology	course	in	the	United	States.	He	also	helped	found	functionalism,	which	was	one	of	the	earliest	schools	of	thought	in	psychology.	As	a	result	of	this,	James	is	often	referred	to	as	the	father	of	American	psychology.What	is	The	Methodology	of	Experimental	Psychology?
Experimental	psychology	depends	on	rigorous	and	well-controlled	experiments.	During	these	trials,	human	or	animal	subjects	are	exposed	to	external	stimuli	or	provided	specific	behavioral	instructions.Almost	everyone	is	familiar	with	certain	experiments,	such	as	a	mouse	trying	to	navigate	a	maze	or	a	primate	trying	to	figure	out	a	puzzle.	However,
human	experiments	are	much	more	complex.	For	example,	the	experimental	psychologist	must	take	into	account	extraneous	variables,	environmental	conditions,	and	experimenter	bias	as	potentially	skewing	the	data	thats	collected.Additionally,	experimental	psychologists	must	choose	an	appropriate	sample	size,	correctly	define	the	operations	of	the
experiment,	and	use	sound	statistical	analyses.	Experimental	methods	must	be	completely	controlled	and	perfectly	executed	in	order	to	stand	up	to	peer	review,	which	is	one	of	the	foundations	of	all	scientific	endeavors.An	experimental	method	in	psychology	can	take	several	forms:Laboratory	experiments,	in	which	researchers	carefully	control	every
aspect	of	the	experiment.	This	includes	where,	when,	and	how	the	experiment	will	take	place,	the	number	and	type	of	participants,	standardized	procedures,	and	assignment	of	participants	to	the	control	or	experimental	group.	Lab	experiments	are	easy	to	replicate	and	do	a	good	job	of	controlling	for	confounding	variables.	However,	lab	experiments
can	produce	unnatural	behaviors	due	to	the	artificial	setting	and	experimenter	bias	can	be	an	issue.Natural	experiments,	in	which	researchers	conduct	their	experiments	in	a	real-life	setting.	This	type	of	research	offers	no	control	over	the	independent	variable	(and	no	control	over	potential	confounding	variables,	either).	However,	because	the
research	is	conducted	in	a	natural	environment,	it	has	better	ecological	validity	than	lab	experiments	and	it	can	be	used	to	study	behaviors	that	would	be	unethical	to	study	in	a	lab	setting,	again	because	the	independent	variable	is	naturally	occurring.Field	experiments,	in	which	research	is	conducted	in	a	real-life	setting,	but	with	the	ability	to
manipulate	the	independent	variable.	While	this	type	of	research	doesnt	allow	for	control	over	confounding	variables,	it	offers	the	advantage	of	most	closely	reflecting	real	behaviors	with	a	lesser	likelihood	of	demand	characteristics	influencing	the	final	results.What	is	The	Science	of	Experimental	Psychology?Experimental	psychology	is	more	than	just
a	single	discipline	because	it	involves	scientific	research	for	every	school	of	psychology,	from	social	psychology	to	educational	psychology.Experimental	psychologists	and	scientists	all	believe	in	the	same	basic	four	principles.	First,	determinism	means	that	all	phenomena	have	some	sort	of	systematic	cause.	Second,	empiricism	means	that	objective
observation	is	the	key	to	interpreting	the	world	around	us.	Third,	parsimony	means	that	scientists	prefer	a	minimalist	approach	to	developing	and	researching	theories.	That	is,	science	embraces	the	principle	of	Occams	razor,	which	means	that	the	theory	with	the	fewest	assumptions	should	be	the	logical	conclusion.	Finally,	the	fourth	principle	is
testability.	All	theories	must	be	empirically	tested	with	applied	falsifiability.In	other	words,	experimental	psychology	follows	the	same	maxims	of	the	physical	sciences.	The	purpose	is	to	use	the	principles	of	the	scientific	method	to	empirically	study	human	behavior	to	arrive	at	testable	and	repeatable	conclusions.To	do	so,	experimental	research
methods	must	be	reliable	and	valid.	Reliability	refers	to	the	consistency	of	observations,	or	the	repeatability	of	an	observation.	Examples	of	tests	of	reliability	include	the	split-half	method	(in	which	the	results	from	one	half	of	participants	is	compared	to	the	other	half)	and	the	test-retest	method	(in	which	measurements	are	taken	of	the	same	group
multiple	times	to	see	if	the	results	are	consistent.Validity	refers	to	how	well	a	test	measures	what	its	intended	to	measure.	So,	an	intelligence	test	is	a	valid	measure	of	intelligence.	It	is	not,	however,	a	valid	measure	of	honesty.Additionally,	the	science	of	experimental	psychology	is	rooted	in	research	design.	There	are	many	types	of	designs	that
experimental	psychologists	can	use,	including:Within-subjects	designs,	in	which	participants	in	the	study	are	exposed	to	more	than	one	condition,	thereby	allowing	researchers	to	compare	different	data	points	on	the	same	subject.Between-subjects	designs,	in	which	participants	are	exposed	to	only	one	condition,	which	enables	researchers	to	compare
data	between	different	subjects.One-way	designs,	in	which	there	is	a	single	independent	variable	and	often	just	two	groups,	one	of	which	serves	as	the	control	group	(which	is	not	exposed	to	the	treatment)	and	the	experimental	group	(which	is	exposed	to	the	treatment).Factorial	designs,	which	feature	two	or	more	independent	variables	which	occur
at	all	levels	and	in	combination	with	every	other	independent	variable.	These	experiments	are	quantified	based	on	their	factorial	design,	such	as	a	23	design.	This	design	has	two	independent	variables,	one	of	which	has	two	levels	and	the	other	of	which	has	three.What	Are	Some	Experiment	Examples?Since	experimental	psychologists	are	involved	in
every	branch	of	psychology,	there	is	an	impressive	variety	of	experimental	categories.Social	psychology	uses	field	experiments	and	objective	observation	to	understand	collective	behavior.	For	example,	researchers	might	construct	a	simulated	scenario	that	tests	how	participants	engage	in	altruistic	behavior,	such	as	helping	an	injured	stranger.On	the
other	hand,	cognitive	psychologists	can	use	complex	equipment	and	software	to	analyze	the	neurological	reactions	of	participants	as	they	watch	scary	or	violent	images.Finally,	psychologists	studying	abnormal	behavior,	such	as	phobias	or	personality	disorders,	could	test	participants	with	these	conditions	against	groups	of	people	that	have	not	been
diagnosed	with	these	disorders.Over	the	years,	there	have	been	many	highly	influential	psychological	experiments	using	various	scientific	methods.	And	while	their	influence	has	had	far-reaching	ramifications	on	our	understanding	of	human	behavior,	some	of	these	experiments	are	now	viewed	as	having	been	unethical.	While	an	experimental
psychologist	can	make	a	big	difference	in	the	world	after	a	successful	experimental,	their	experimental	methods	do	still	have	to	be	rational	and	fair.	Psychology	research	is	pointless	if	people	are	getting	hurt.Philip	Zimbardos	Stanford	Prison	Experiment:In	short,	the	goal	of	the	experiment	was	to	determine	how	people	conform	to	social	roles.	To	study
this,	Zimbardo	constructed	a	makeshift	jail	in	the	basement	of	the	psychology	building	on	the	Stanford	campus.	He	then	recruited	24	male	students,	each	of	which	were	randomly	assigned	to	be	a	guard	or	a	prisoner.Prisoners	were	rounded	up	and	brought	to	the	prison,	where	they	were	booked	and	supervised	by	the	group	assigned	to	be	guards.	Both
groups	quickly	adapted	to	the	roles	to	which	they	had	ben	assigned,	with	some	of	the	guards	engaging	in	psychological	torture	of	their	charges.	The	experiment	ended	after	just	six	days	because	the	situation	had	become	so	intense	and	so	dangerous.Despite	the	questionable	ethics	of	the	experiment,	it	did	shed	light	on	conformity	and	social	roles,	and
how	people	can	very	quickly	and	easily	adopt	roles	they	are	expected	to	play,	especially	when	those	roles	are	highly	stereotypedWhat	Are	The	Careers	Options	for	Experimental	Psychology?According	to	the	American	Psychological	Association,	experimental	psychologists	seek	to	answer	basic	questions	about	human	behavior	and	mental	processes
through	applied	research.	These	professional	perform	research	to	bring	light	to	many	topics.For	example,	the	most	popular	research	topics	include	memory,	emotion,	perception	and	sensation.	Typically,	experimental	psychologists	work	work	in	university	research	centers,	but	also	work	for	private	companies	or	even	the	government.	Other
experimental	psychologists	may	also	work	in	subfields.	This	may	include	education	(to	teach	psychology	courses),	human	resources	and	health	care.Whatever	the	work	setting,	you	will	need	a	doctorate	in	psychology	to	be	an	experimental	psychologist.	Whats	more,	youll	need	to	specialize	in	a	particular	area	of	research	and	pursue	post-doctoral
studies	in	that	area.The	job	outlook	for	psychology	as	a	whole	is	about	average	for	the	next	few	years.	The	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	(BLS)	estimates	that	all	psychology	jobs	will	grow	at	a	rate	of	three	percent	through	2029.	The	BLS	doesnt	provide	data	specific	to	experimental	psychology,	but	its	reasonable	to	assume	that	job	growth	in	this	field	will
be	on	par	with	the	field	of	psychology	as	a	whole.In	other	words,	with	average	job	growth	for	the	coming	years,	competition	for	experimental	psychology	jobs	will	likely	be	fierce.	This	is	all	the	more	reason	to	learn	about	the	field,	carefully	plan	your	education,	and	seek	out	ways	in	which	you	can	get	real-world	experience	in	experimental	psychology.
The	better	your	combination	of	education	and	experience,	the	more	likely	you	are	to	stand	out	in	a	crowd	of	other	experimental	psychology	graduates.Sean	JacksonB.A.	Social	Studies	Education	|	University	of	WyomingM.S.	Counseling	|	University	of	WyomingB.S.	Information	Technology	|	University	of	MassachusettsUpdated	August	2021Related
Resources:	The	experimental	method	involves	the	manipulation	of	variables	to	establish	cause-and-effect	relationships.	The	key	features	are	controlled	methods	and	the	random	allocation	of	participants	into	controlled	and	experimental	groups.	An	experiment	is	an	investigation	in	which	a	hypothesis	is	scientifically	tested.	An	independent	variable	(the
cause)	is	manipulated	in	an	experiment,	and	the	dependent	variable	(the	effect)	is	measured;	any	extraneous	variables	are	controlled.An	advantage	is	that	experiments	should	be	objective.	The	researchers	views	and	opinions	should	not	affect	a	studys	results.	This	is	good	as	it	makes	the	data	more	validand	less	biased.TypesThere	are	three	types	of
experiments	you	need	to	know:1.	Lab	Experiment	A	laboratory	experiment	in	psychology	is	a	research	method	in	which	the	experimenter	manipulates	one	or	more	independent	variables	and	measures	the	effects	on	the	dependent	variable	under	controlled	conditions.A	laboratory	experiment	is	conducted	under	highly	controlled	conditions	(not
necessarily	a	laboratory)	where	accurate	measurements	are	possible.The	researcher	uses	a	standardized	procedure	to	determine	where	the	experiment	will	take	place,	at	what	time,	with	which	participants,	and	in	what	circumstances.Participants	are	randomly	allocated	to	each	independent	variable	group.Examples	are	Milgrams	experiment	on
obedience	and	Loftus	and	Palmers	car	crash	study.	Strength:	It	is	easier	to	replicate	(i.e.,	copy)	a	laboratory	experiment.	This	is	because	a	standardized	procedure	is	used.	Strength:	They	allow	for	precise	control	of	extraneous	and	independent	variables.	This	allows	a	cause-and-effect	relationship	to	be	established.	Limitation:	The	artificiality	of	the
setting	may	produce	unnatural	behavior	that	does	not	reflect	real	life,	i.e.,	low	ecological	validity.	This	means	it	would	not	be	possible	to	generalize	the	findings	to	a	real-life	setting.	Limitation:	Demand	characteristics	or	experimenter	effects	may	bias	the	results	and	become	confounding	variables.2.	Field	ExperimentA	field	experiment	is	a	research
method	in	psychology	that	takes	place	in	a	natural,	real-world	setting.	It	is	similar	to	a	laboratory	experiment	in	that	the	experimenter	manipulates	one	or	more	independent	variables	and	measures	the	effects	on	the	dependent	variable.However,	in	a	field	experiment,	the	participants	are	unaware	they	are	being	studied,	and	the	experimenter	has	less
control	over	the	extraneous	variables.Field	experiments	are	often	used	to	study	social	phenomena,	such	as	altruism,	obedience,	and	persuasion.	They	are	also	used	to	test	the	effectiveness	of	interventions	in	real-world	settings,	such	as	educational	programs	and	public	health	campaigns.An	example	is	Holfings	hospital	study	on	obedience.	Strength:
behavior	in	a	field	experiment	is	more	likely	to	reflect	real	life	because	of	its	natural	setting,	i.e.,	higher	ecological	validity	than	a	lab	experiment.	Strength:	Demand	characteristics	are	less	likely	to	affect	the	results,	as	participants	may	not	know	they	are	being	studied.	This	occurs	when	the	study	is	covert.	Limitation:	There	is	less	control	over
extraneous	variables	that	might	bias	the	results.	This	makes	it	difficult	for	another	researcher	to	replicate	the	study	in	exactly	the	same	way.3.	Natural	ExperimentA	natural	experiment	in	psychology	is	a	research	method	in	which	the	experimenter	observes	the	effects	of	a	naturally	occurring	event	or	situation	on	the	dependent	variable	without
manipulating	any	variables.Natural	experiments	are	conducted	in	the	day	(i.e.,	real	life)	environment	of	the	participants,	but	here,	the	experimenter	has	no	control	over	the	independent	variable	as	it	occurs	naturally	in	real	life.Natural	experiments	are	often	used	to	study	psychological	phenomena	that	would	be	difficult	or	unethical	to	study	in	a
laboratory	setting,	such	as	the	effects	of	natural	disasters,	policy	changes,	or	social	movements.For	example,	Hodges	and	Tizards	attachment	research	(1989)	compared	the	long-term	development	of	children	who	have	been	adopted,	fostered,	or	returned	to	their	mothers	with	a	control	group	of	children	who	had	spent	all	their	lives	in	their	biological
families.Here	is	a	fictional	example	of	a	natural	experiment	in	psychology:Researchers	might	compare	academic	achievement	rates	among	students	born	before	and	after	a	major	policy	change	that	increased	funding	for	education.In	this	case,	the	independent	variable	is	the	timing	of	the	policy	change,	and	the	dependent	variable	is	academic
achievement.	The	researchers	would	not	be	able	to	manipulate	the	independent	variable,	but	they	could	observe	its	effects	on	the	dependent	variable.	Strength:	behavior	in	a	natural	experiment	is	more	likely	to	reflect	real	life	because	of	its	natural	setting,	i.e.,	very	high	ecological	validity.	Strength:	Demand	characteristics	are	less	likely	to	affect	the
results,	as	participants	may	not	know	they	are	being	studied.	Strength:	It	can	be	used	in	situations	in	which	it	would	be	ethically	unacceptable	to	manipulate	the	independent	variable,	e.g.,	researching	stress.	Limitation:	They	may	be	more	expensive	and	time-consuming	than	lab	experiments.	Limitation:	There	is	no	control	over	extraneous	variables
that	might	bias	the	results.	This	makes	it	difficult	for	another	researcher	to	replicate	the	study	in	exactly	the	same	way.	The	degree	to	which	an	investigation	represents	real-life	experiences.These	are	the	ways	that	the	experimenter	can	accidentally	influence	the	participant	through	their	appearance	or	behavior.The	clues	in	an	experiment	lead	the
participants	to	think	they	know	what	the	researcher	is	looking	for	(e.g.,	the	experimenters	body	language).The	variable	the	experimenter	manipulates	(i.e.,	changes)	is	assumed	to	have	a	direct	effect	on	the	dependent	variable.Variable	the	experimenter	measures.	This	is	the	outcome	(i.e.,	the	result)	of	a	study.All	variables	which	are	not	independent
variables	but	could	affect	the	results	(DV)	of	the	experiment.	EVs	should	be	controlled	where	possible.Variable(s)	that	have	affected	the	results	(DV),	apart	from	the	IV.	A	confounding	variable	could	be	an	extraneous	variable	that	has	not	been	controlled.Randomly	allocating	participants	to	independent	variable	conditions	means	that	all	participants
should	have	an	equal	chance	of	participating	in	each	condition.The	principle	of	random	allocation	is	to	avoid	bias	in	how	the	experiment	is	carried	out	and	limit	the	effects	of	participant	variables.Changes	in	participants	performance	due	to	their	repeating	the	same	or	similar	test	more	than	once.	Examples	of	order	effects	include:(i)	practice	effect:	an
improvement	in	performance	on	a	task	due	to	repetition,	for	example,	because	of	familiarity	with	the	task;(ii)	fatigue	effect:	a	decrease	in	performance	of	a	task	due	to	repetition,	for	example,	because	of	boredom	or	tiredness.July	10,	2020	|	4	Min	ReadThe	science	of	psychology	spans	several	fields.	There	are	dozens	of	disciplines	in	psychology,
including	abnormal	psychology,	cognitive	psychology	and	social	psychology.One	way	to	view	these	fields	is	to	separate	them	into	two	types:	applied	vs.	experimental	psychology.	These	groups	describe	virtually	any	type	of	work	in	psychology.The	following	sections	explore	what	experimental	psychology	is	and	some	examples	of	what	it
covers.Experimental	psychology	seeks	to	explore	and	better	understand	behavior	through	empirical	research	methods.	This	work	allows	findings	to	be	employed	in	real-world	applications	(applied	psychology)	across	fields	such	as	clinical	psychology,	educational	psychology,	forensic	psychology,	sports	psychology,	and	social	psychology.	Experimental
psychology	is	able	to	shed	light	on	peoples	personalities	and	life	experiences	by	examining	what	the	way	people	behave	and	how	behavior	is	shaped	throughout	life,	along	with	other	theoretical	questions.	The	field	looks	at	a	wide	range	of	behavioral	topics	including	sensation,	perception,	attention,	memory,	cognition,	and	emotion,	according	to
theAmerican	Psychological	Association(APA).Research	is	the	focus	of	experimental	psychology.	Using	scientific	methods	to	collect	data	and	perform	research,	experimental	psychology	focuses	on	certain	questions,	and,	one	study	at	a	time,	reveals	information	that	contributes	to	larger	findings	or	a	conclusion.	Due	to	the	breadth	and	depth	of	certain
areas	of	study,	researchers	can	spend	their	entire	careers	looking	at	a	complex	research	question.The	APAwrites	aboutone	experimental	psychologist,	Robert	McCann,	who	is	now	retired	after	19	years	working	at	NASA.	During	his	time	at	NASA,	his	work	focused	on	the	user	experience	on	land	and	in	space	where	he	applied	his	expertise	to	cockpit
system	displays,	navigation	systems,	and	safety	displays	used	by	astronauts	in	NASA	spacecraft.	McCanns	knowledge	of	human	information	processing	allowed	him	to	help	NASA	design	shuttle	displays	that	can	increase	the	safety	of	shuttle	missions.	He	looked	at	human	limitations	of	attention	and	display	processing	to	gauge	what	people	can	reliably
see	and	correctly	interpret	on	an	instrument	panel.	McCann	played	a	key	role	in	helping	determining	the	features	of	cockpit	displays	without	overloading	the	pilot	or	taxing	their	attention	span.One	of	the	purposes	of	the	display	was	to	alert	the	astronauts	to	the	presence	of	a	failure	that	interrupted	power	in	a	specific	region,	McCann	said,	The	most
obvious	way	to	depict	this	interruption	was	to	simply	remove	(or	dim)	the	white	line(s)	connecting	the	affected	components.	Basic	research	on	visual	attention	has	shown	that	humans	do	not	notice	the	removal	of	a	display	feature	very	easily	when	the	display	is	highly	cluttered.	We	are	much	better	at	noticing	a	feature	or	object	that	is	suddenly	added
to	a	display.	McCann	utilized	his	knowledge	in	experimental	psychology	to	research	and	develop	this	very	important	development	for	NASA.Another	experimental	psychologist,	Mike	Ambinder,	uses	his	expertise	to	help	design	video	games.	He	is	a	senior	experimental	psychologist	at	Valve	Corporation,	a	video	game	developer	and	developer	of	the
software	distribution	platform	Steam.	Ambinder	toldOrlando	Weeklythat	his	career	working	on	gaming	hits	such	as	Portal	2	and	Left	4	Dead	epitomizes	the	intersection	between	scientific	innovation	and	electronic	entertainment.	His	career	started	when	he	gave	a	presentation	to	Valve	on	applying	psychology	to	game	design;	this	occurred	while	he
was	finishing	his	PhD	in	experimental	design.	Im	very	lucky	to	have	landed	at	a	company	where	freedom	and	autonomy	and	analytical	decision-making	are	prized,	he	said.	I	realized	how	fortunate	I	was	to	work	for	a	company	that	would	encourage	someone	with	a	background	in	psychology	to	see	what	they	could	contribute	in	a	field	where	they	had	no
prior	experience.Ambinder	spends	his	time	on	data	analysis,	hardware	research,	play-testing	methodologies,	and	on	any	aspect	of	games	where	knowledge	of	human	behavior	could	be	useful.	Ambinder	described	Valves	process	for	refining	a	product	as	straightforward.	We	come	up	with	a	game	design	(our	hypothesis),	and	we	place	it	in	front	of
people	external	to	the	company	(our	play-test	or	experiment).	We	gather	their	feedback,	and	then	iterate	and	improve	the	design	(refining	the	theory).	Its	essentially	the	scientific	method	applied	to	game	design,	and	the	end	result	is	the	consequence	of	many	hours	of	applying	this	process.	To	gather	play-test	data,	Ambinder	is	engaged	in	the	newer
field	of	biofeedback	technology,	which	can	quantify	gamers	enjoyment.	His	research	looks	at	unobtrusive	measurements	of	facial	expressions	that	can	achieve	such	goals.	Ambinder	is	also	examining	eye-tracking	as	a	next-generation	input	method.Develop	a	greater	understanding	of	psychology	concepts	and	applications	with	Concordia	St.	Paulsonline
bachelors	in	psychology.	Enjoy	small	class	sizes	with	a	personal	learning	environment	geared	toward	your	success,	and	learn	from	knowledgeable	faculty	who	have	industry	experience.Recommended	Articles	View	All	Are	you	interested	in	pursuing	a	psychology	degree?	Not	sure	which	field	youd	like	to	study	or	which	particular	program	might	be
right	for	you?	Curious	about	what	kinds	of	things	youll	study	as	a	psychology	student?	Concerned	about	how	to	apply,	whether	youll	be	accepted,	how	youll	afford	it,	or	what	kind	of	time	commitment	will	be	required?	These	are	the	kinds	of	questions	our	team	of	psychology	education	specialists	aim	to	help	you	answer.	Psychology	is	the	study	of	the
human	mind,	cognition	and	behavior.	Psychologists	seek	to	understand	how	the	human	brain	processes	complex	feelings	and	emotions,	how	personalities	are	formed,	how	memories	are	formed,	the	role	of	the	unconscious/subconscious	mind,	overcoming	trauma,	perception	and	much	more.	There	are	a	myriad	of	sub-fields	of	psychology	ranging	across
many	areas	of	interest.	The	field	of	psychology	is	suitable	for	someone	who	is	interested	in	studying	the	uniqueness	and	complexities	of	the	human	mind.	In	order	to	work	as	a	therapist	or	a	mental	health	counselor,	candidates	must	possess	very	open	and	empathetic	personality	that	is	willing	to	embrace	all	people,	despite	their	differences,	choices,
limitations	and	lifestyles.	Heres	a	sampling	of	helpful	resources	youll	find	on	this	site.	Here,	we	go	in-depth	in	presenting	topics	psychology	students	tend	to	study.	Its	intended	primarily	for	1)	Students	who	want	High	Resolution	Badge	Why	earn	a	psychology	masters	degree	online?	As	a	field,	psychology	is	a	large	area	that	has	Finding	a	great
scholarship	for	an	education	in	the	area	of	Psychology	could	be	the	difference	between	obtaining	a	degree	Todays	adult	college	students	are	busier	than	ever	before.	Many	balance	full	time	careers,	family	responsibilities	and	community	obligations	in	Careers	in	psychology	and	related	mental	health	professions	are	rapidly	growing	throughout	the
United	States.	The	Unites	States	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	Occupational	Handbook	predicts	that	between	2012	and	2022	the	occupation	of	psychologist	will	see	a	rise	of	at	least	twelve	percent.	Psychologists,	therapists	and	mental	health	counselors	are	in	high	demand	in	a	variety	of	work	settings.	Whether	its	public	schools,	hospitals,	private	clinics,
universities	or	correctional	facilities,	psychologists	are	used	to	provide	a	wide	variety	of	mental	health	services	to	people	of	all	backgrounds.	Some	of	the	areas	of	psychology	that	are	seeing	the	greatest	rise	are	Industrial	/	Organizational	Psychology,	Geriatric	Psychology	and	areas	related	to	Military	Personnel	and	their	families.	So	what	exactly	is
psychology?	Often	when	people	think	of	a	career	in	psychology,	they	envision	a	therapist	talking	to	a	middle-aged	individual	lying	on	couch	retelling	tales	of	their	dysfunctional	childhood	and	other	painful	experiences.	The	field	of	psychology	is	far	more	complex	than	this	outdated	stereotype.	If	you	are	interested	in	a	career	in	therapy	and	counseling,
you	will	need	to	be	prepared	to	problem	solve	and	provide	sound	guidance	and	counseling	to	those	who	have	experienced	trauma	and	other	life	hardships.	Those	who	hope	to	become	psychologists	also	must	have	very	keen	analytic	skills	and	be	great	listeners.	If	you	think	you	would	like	to	help	people	overcome	a	variety	of	mental	health	issues	such
as	anxiety,	a	learning	disability,	depression,	personality	disorder	or	provide	grief	counseling,	psychology	is	the	perfect	field	for	you.	The	field	of	psychology	is	very	vast	and	has	many	branches,	disciplines	and	sub-disciplines.	A	few	of	some	of	the	more	common	disciplines	within	psychology	are:	Clinical	Psychology:	Assessment	and	treatment	of	various
mental	illnesses	and	disorders	Abnormal	Psychology:	The	study	of	psychopathology	and	abnormal	behavior	Education	Psychology:	The	study	of	how	people	learn,	retain	information,	learning	disabilities,	learning	gifts,	form	memory	banks	to	retain	information,	etc.	Child/Developmental	Psychology:	The	development	of	personalities,	cognitive	skills	and
other	mental	functions	in	babies,	toddlers,	children,	teenagers	and	young	adults	Industrial	/	Organization	Psychology:Application	of	the	psychological	and	scientific	principles	to	individuals	and	groups	in	the	workplace.	Forensic	Psychology:Theapplication	of	psychology	to	questions	and	issues	relating	to	law	and	the	legal	system.	Marriage	and	Family
Psychology:	Family	psychologists	focus	on	the	prevention	of	family	conflict,	the	treatment	of	marital	and	family	problems	and	the	maintenance	of	normal	family	functioning.	Behavioral	and	Cognitive	Psychology:Focus	on	an	experimental-clinical	approach,	which	uses	the	principles	of	human	learning,	development	and	the	theories	of	cognitive
processing.	There	are	many	colleges	and	universities	throughout	the	United	States	that	offer	undergraduate	and	graduate	degrees	in	psychology.	Psychology	programs	start	at	the	bachelors	level	and	advance	all	the	way	up	to	the	doctoral	level.	Your	specific	interests	and	career	goals	will	have	an	impact	on	the	level	of	education	that	is	necessary	to
have	a	career	in	psychology,	however	most	careers	as	therapists	and	licensed	counselors	usually	require	individuals	to	obtain	at	least	a	masters	degree	and	some	even	require	a	doctoral	degree.	At	the	Bachelors	Degree	Level,	students	will	take	a	wide	variety	of	introductory	courses	that	center	around	the	history	of	the	psychology	profession,	child
psychology,	psychotherapy,	clinical	psychology	and	cognition.	At	the	Masters	Degree	Level,	students	will	take	more	advanced	courses	and	have	the	opportunity	to	specialize	in	an	area	like	clinical	psychology	or	forensic	psychology.	As	more	and	more	reputable,	accredited	schools	have	begun	offering	varying	levels	of	online	learning,	psychology
programs	have	followed	suit.	Students	can	now	earn	degrees	ranging	from	Bachelors,	to	Masters	and	even	Doctoral	Degrees	in	a	fully	online	format.	According	to	a	2009	Sloan	Consortium	report,	Learning	on	Demand:	Online	Education	in	the	United	States,	the	penetration	rate	for	psychology	programs	(the	number	of	colleges	and	universities	offering
fully	online	programs	when	compared	with	the	overall	number	of	degree	programs)	is	twenty-four	percent.	This	falls	in	the	median	range	when	comparing	penetration	rates	of	the	fields	conferring	the	highest	number	of	degrees	annually.	The	range	varied	from	sixteen	percent	(engineering)	to	thirty-three	percent	(business).	In	addition	to	the	fully
online	learning	format,	there	are	a	staggering	number	of	programs	that	are	offering	programs	in	a	partially	online	hybrid-learning	environment.	Potential	psychology	students	should	take	the	time	to	carefully	research	whether	or	not	their	school	of	choice	is	fully	accredited.	Not	only	should	a	regional	accrediting	body	accredit	the	school	but	also	a
discipline	related	accreditation	of	the	psychology	department	is	wise.	While	the	American	Psychological	Association	(APA)	accredits	doctoral	programs,	they	do	not	grant	accreditation	to	Bachelor	or	Masters	Level	Degree	programs.	There	are	a	number	of	accrediting	bodies	that	do,	however,	accredit	bachelor	and	masters	level	psychology	programs,
such	as	the	Council	for	Accreditation	of	Counseling	and	Related	Educational	Programs	(CACREP)	or	the	Commission	on	Accreditation	for	Marriage	and	Family	Therapy	Education	(COAMFTE).	Because	the	field	of	psychology	is	heavily	research	and	experience-driven,	students	should	be	sure	that	the	school	of	choice	has	a	reputable	faculty,	organizes
internships	and	field	experiences	as	well	as	has	an	overall	high	job	placement	rate	for	graduates.	All	these	factors	are	taking	into	consideration	when	accreditation	bodies	given	out	their	stamp	of	approval	on	various	psychology	programs.	When	it	comes	to	finding	the	best	online	psychology	degree,	one	of	the	first	things	you	should	do	is	check	to	see	if
the	school	has	any	reputable	rankings.	Check	with	the	many	US	News	&	World	Report	Ranking	lists	to	see	if	your	prospective	school	holds	any	notable	rankings.	Southern	New	Hampshire	University	offers	both	online	Bachelors	and	Masters	of	Science	Degrees	in	Psychology.	The	Bachelors	program	offers	concentration	areas	in	addictions,	applied
psychology,	child	and	adolescent	development,	forensic	psychology,	mental	health	and	social	psychology.	The	Masters	program	offers	concentrations	in	child	&	adolescent	psychology	and	industrial-organizational	psychology.	Kaplan	University	offers	both	online	Bachelors	and	Masters	Degrees	in	Psychology.	Individuals	can	specialize	in	clinical
psychology,	forensic	psychology	and	education	psychology.	Florida	Tech	Universitys	online	Bachelors	and	Masters	degree	programs	in	psychology	offer	specializations	in	child	and	adolescent	psychology,	education	psychology	and	clinical	psychology.	These	schools	were	listed	on	the	US	News	&	World	Report	as	top	online	programs	for	psychology.
There	are	other	online	psychology	programs	you	can	look	into	as	well.	Nonetheless,	just	make	sure	those	programs	are	accredited	and	facilitate	some	sort	of	internship	experience.	This	will	be	very	important	when	seeking	licensure	in	the	state	you	wish	to	practice	psychology.	If	you	firmly	believe	that	a	career	in	psychology	is	for	you	and	you	are
looking	to	immediately	enroll	in	an	online	psychology	degree,	you	are	definitely	in	luck!	According	to	the	United	States	Department	of	Labors	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics,	the	psychology	field	is	expected	to	grow	over	12	percent	by	2020.	In	the	next	decade,	there	will	be	close	to	40,000	jobs	created	for	professional	psychologists,	psychotherapist	and
other	highly	trained	mental	heath	counselors.	There	are	a	wide	variety	of	settings	that	will	be	in	need	of	psychologists	and	other	mental	healthcare	professionals.	These	opportunities	include	hospitals,	social	services	agencies,	public	healthcare	agencies,	private	psychotherapy	practices,	K-12	public	schools,	correctional	facilities,	colleges	&
universities	and	private	corporations.	The	average	psychologist	earned	close	to	$33.31	an	hour	and	made	a	salary	of	$69,280	in	2012.	In	order	to	reap	full	financial	benefits	of	being	a	professional	psychologist,	individuals	must	have	at	least	a	Masters	Degree.	In	fact,	most	states	that	regulate	the	psychology	field	dictate	that	licensed	practicing
psychologists	and	other	mental	healthcare	professionals	obtain	at	least	a	Masters	and	in	some	cases	a	Doctoral	Degree	along	with	completing	an	internship	at	a	setting	that	administers	psychological	services.	Salary	will	also	vary	based	on	geographic	location.	For	those	who	live	in	larger	metropolitan	areas	like	New	York,	Los	Angeles,	Chicago	or
Washington,	D.C.,	salaries	would	be	much	higher	due	to	higher	costs	of	living.	However,	the	type	and	size	of	employer	will	also	matter	when	it	comes	to	salary.In	the	end,	psychology	is	field	that	is	in	high	demand.	With	the	recent	changes	to	the	US	Healthcare	System	due	in	part	to	Obamacare,	there	is	an	increasing	emphasis	on	prevention	strategies,
one	of	which	includes	lowering	rates	for	clinical	depression	and	anxiety.	Depression	and	anxiety	have	been	linked	to	increasing	individuals	risk	of	getting	a	variety	of	ailments	such	as	heart	disease	and	stroke.	This	will	mean	that	more	and	more	people	will	need	the	assistance	of	counselors,	life	coaches,	behavioral	coaches	and	others	that	have	a
psychology	background.	One	of	the	features	of	this	site	is	monthly	articles	outlining	the	best	best	academic	programs	in	the	field	ofPsychology.	Each	month	a	relevant	topic	is	outlined	and	programs	are	ranked	accordingly.	This	allows	prospective	or	future	students	to	find	the	very	best	Online	PsychologyDegree	Program	for	their	needs.	Psychology
degrees	are	popular	with	people	in	all	sorts	of	career	fields,	and	with	the	expansion	of	online	degree	programs,	an	online	psychology	degree	is	a	great	option	for	individuals	interested	in	the	field	but	with	limitations	on	their	time	to	achieve	a	traditional	degree.	In	addition	to	those	interested	in	pursuing	a	career	in	the	field	of	psychology	proper,	many
people	who	work	in	heavily	people-related	jobs	such	as	human	resources,	marketing,	and	sales	have	psychology	degrees.	Our	mission	is	to	provide	prospective	psychology	students	with	resources	they	need	to	make	good	decisions	about	their	education	and	career	choices.	In	providing	detailed	information	about	college	and	university	psychology
degree	programs,	we	focus	on	institutions	that	are	accredited	by	major	accrediting	bodies.	Prospective	students	are	urged	verify	the	accreditation	status	of	any	institution	they	consider	attending.	Rankings	There	are	a	considerable	variety	of	online	psychology	degree	programs	available	to	students	today	degrees	at	all	levels	and	in	all	concentrations
found	in	traditional	campus-based	offerings.	Our	information	focuses	on	degrees	in	the	following	areas,	to	name	a	few.	We	also	provide	links	and	resources	to	other	websites	that	we	think	are	helpful	to	prospective	psychology	students	and	psychology	professionals	alike.	Resource:	Top	40	Websites	for	Psychology	Students	and	Professionals	At
Onlinepsychologydegree.info,	we	are	serious	about	psychology,	but	we	have	a	fun	side,	too.	Take	for	example	our	hugely	popular	resource	Your	Phobias	Illustrated	and	the	equally	intriguing	25	Celebrities	with	Animal	Phobias.	Across	the	United	States,	Psychology	Degrees	are	some	of	the	most	sought	after	college	degrees.	Some	people	who	pursue
undergraduate	psychology	degrees	will	move	on	to	fields	other	than	psychology.	Fields	such	as	business,	law,	nursing	and	human	resources	welcome	students	with	psychology	degrees.	For	those	who	plan	to	pursue	a	career	in	Professional	Psychology,	a	Masters	Degree	or	Doctoral	Degree	will	be	required.	Students	with	an	interest	in	a	psychology
career	can	choose	from:	A	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	(BA)A	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	(BS)A	Masters	of	Arts	in	Psychology	(MA)A	Masters	of	Science	in	Psychology	(MS)A	Doctor	of	Philosophy	in	Psychology	(PhD)A	Doctor	of	Psychology	(PsyD)	Each	one	of	these	degree	options	will	open	a	number	of	doors	in	the	field	of	psychology.	It	is
important	to	know	which	degree	plan	is	ideal	for	your	personal	and	professional	goals.	This	list	outlines	all	Psychology	Degree	Options	offered	online.	The	net	tuition	data	was	gathered	from	the	Institute	of	Education	Sciences	College	Navigator	Tool.	In	those	instances	where	data	was	not	available,	tuition	data	was	gathered	from	the	school	or
program	directly.	Resource:	Top	30	Best	Affordable	Online	Psychology	Degree	Programs	Website	Net	Cost	:	$39,310	annual	graduate	training	fees	**	Programs	:Master	of	Arts	in	Military	PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	Industrial	and	Organizational	Psychology	The	Adler	School	of	Professional	Psychology	offers	five	degree	options	in	a	fully	online	format.
The	Master	of	Arts	in	Military	Psychology	Degree	program	prepares	graduate	student	for	work	with	active	military	members,	retired	members,	military	families	and	those	affected	by	combat	or	active	duty	experiences.	The	Master	of	Arts	in	Industrial	and	Organizational	(I/O)	Psychology	is	a	comprehensive	degree	program	that	prepares	qualified
students	in	the	major	areas	of	strategy	and	measurement,	staffing,	learning	and	development,	talent	management,	and	performance	management.	Highly	qualified	professional	faculty	members,	who	also	teach	on	campus	courses,	teach	both	online	programs.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$29,040	Programs	:Master	of	Arts	in	Christian	CounselingMaster	of
Science	in	Family	Studies	The	Master	of	Science	in	Family	Studies	is	a	multidisciplinary	program	that	combines	the	areas	of	Professional	Counseling	with	Human	Behavior	and	Development.	The	curriculum	covers	family	life	and	provides	students	with	necessary	skills	in	crisis	management,	family	enrichment	and	family	interaction	with	other	social
systems.	Graduates	from	this	program	have	secured	employment	in	a	number	of	areas,	including	social	service	agencies,	religious	institutions,	parent	education	programs,	juvenile	services,	day	care	facilities,	foster	care	programs,	and	retirement	and/or	assisted	living	facilities.	The	Master	of	Arts	in	Christian	Counseling	Degree	Program	was	created
for	students	with	an	interest	in	combining	counseling	methodologies	with	Christian	values	to	help	enhance	counseling	from	a	spiritual	context.	This	program	is	an	excellent	choice	for	those	with	a	desire	to	become	ministers,	church	leaders,	church	members	hoping	to	minister	to	individuals,	couples,	and	families	in	the	local	church	and	community.
Website	Net	Cost	:	$8,839	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	School	of	Arts	and	Sciences	at	American	Public	offers	online	training	at	both	the	Bachelors	and	the	Masters	Level.	The	graduate	program	is	ideal	for	students	hoping	to	advance	their	level	of	knowledge	and	expertise	in	the	wide	field	of	psychology.
Both	psychology	programs	combine	scientific	principles,	academic	research,	and	application	of	skills	that	are	desired	by	industry	professionals.	Students	rare	trained	in	classical	and	fundamental	theories	of	thought	while	gaining	modern	insight	into	the	workings	of	the	human	mind	by	exploring	developmental,	organizational,	and	abnormal
psychology.	Students	working	online	have	opportunities	to	interact	with	peers	and	instructors	who	share	in	their	passion	for	psychology	and	for	furthering	mental	health	and	general	well	being.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$31,688	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	Forensic	PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	Industrial	Organizational
PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	Sport-Exercise	PsychologyDoctor	of	Philosophy	in	Psychology	Argosy	University	is	a	system	of	for-profit	colleges	owned	by	Education	Management	Corporation.	With	28	campus	locations	and	an	extensive	online	campus,	students	have	the	benefit	of	a	large	educational	system.	Argosy	Universitys	College	of	Psychology	and
Behavioral	Sciences	was	created	by	a	group	of	clinical	psychologists	and	professors	who,	in	1975,	banded	together	to	create	the	Illinois	School	of	Professional	Psychology.	Since	that	time	the	faculty	has	continued	in	this	tradition	of	teaching	both	the	theoretical	groundwork	of	psychology	as	well	as	various	areas	of	specialized	focus.	Website	Net	Cost	:
$13,061	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	PsychologyBachelor	of	Science	in	PsychologyBachelor	of	Science	in	Psychological	ScienceMaster	of	CounselingMaster	of	Science	in	Applied	PsychologyMaster	of	Science	in	PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	Marriage	and	Family	Therapy	Arizona	State	University	(ASU)	is	a	national	space-grant	institution	and	public
metropolitan	research	university.	The	Department	of	Psychology	offers	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	for	students	who	are	interested	in	a	general	liberal	arts	curriculum,	as	well	as	a	Bachelor	of	Science	degree	for	students	who	plan	to	either	immediately	enter	the	field	of	psychology	or	continue	to	graduate	studies	in	psychology	or	a	related	field	of	study
and	Doctor	of	Philosophy	with	many	options	for	concentration	areas.	The	Psychology	Department	offers	four	Masters	Level	Degrees	in	various	fields	of	psychology.	With	curriculum	covering	most	aspects	of	the	field	of	psychology,	students	reap	the	benefit	of	experienced	faculty.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$8,137	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Professional	Studies	in
Industrial	and	Organizational	Psychology	The	Bachelor	of	Professional	Studies	(BPS)	is	an	online	Accelerated	Degree	Program	(ADP)	offering	a	flexible	plan	of	study	that	meets	the	needs	of	those	with	busy	lifestyles.	The	accelerated	delivery	format	helps	to	minimize	the	financial,	time,	and	geographic	limitations	facing	many	adult	learners.	BPS
students	can	complete	the	curriculum	for	the	degree	within	a	directed	scheduling	format	with	the	supervision	of	academic	advisors.	The	primary	target	groups	include:	Students	graduating	from	community	colleges	Adults	pursuing	full-time	careers	or	raising	their	families	Students	who	began	college	but	were	unable	to	complete	a	Bachelors	Degree
Students	who	have	accumulated	credit	hours	that	cannot	be	otherwise	applied	toward	a	specific	major	New	students	seeking	maximum	flexibility	for	career	decisions	The	I/O	Psychology	concentration	offers	training	in	the	growing	area	of	Business	Psychology.	Graduates	of	this	program	are	prepared	for	immediate	entrance	into	the	field	or	graduate
training	in	this	area.	Website	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	If	you	are	interested	in	human	behavior,	earn	your	online	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	degree	from	Ashford	University	to	build	the	foundation	necessary	to	continue	your	education	at	the	graduate	level	and	to	potentially	pursue	a	career	in	psychology.	Explore	psychology	both	as
an	area	of	scientific	investigation	and	as	a	health	or	human	services	profession	so	you	can	apply	the	learning	effectively	in	careers	that	involve	an	understanding	of	human	behavior	and	leadership	development,	including	business,	government,	health	care,	and	law.	As	todays	workplace	continues	to	evolve,	your	psychology	degree	will	help	you
understand	how	human	behavior	impacts	the	dynamics	of	any	organization.	Website	Net	Cost	:	Data	Unavailable	*	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Department	of	Psychology	at	Athabasca	offers	flexible	options	to	help	all	students	meet	their	educational	goals,	regardless	of	major.	They	offer	a	three-year	and	four-year	Bachelor	of	Arts
Degree	in	Psychology	through	the	Diploma	in	Inclusive	Education.	The	Psychology	Degree	Programs	have	been	designed	to	develop	or	enhance	students	existing	knowledge	of	the	general	field	of	psychology.	Students	in	this	program	are	given	a	strong	framework	in	foundational	courses	that	are	rudimentary	to	psychology	as	an	empirical	science.
Psychology	majors	can	also	focus	their	studies	in	one	of	the	many	applied	area	of	psychology.	The	Learning	Model	used	by	the	department	includes:	Flexible,	self-paced	learning	that	allows	you	to	progress	through	the	course	material	on	a	schedule	appropriate	for	you	Clearly	specified	instructional	objectives	Mastery-learning	approaches	that	require
you	to	pass	individual	units	of	course	material	before	proceeding	to	subsequent	units	Self-instructional	exercises	that	provide	you	a	focus	for	studying	Website	Net	Cost	:	$18,789	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	at	Avila	is	grounded	in	the	notion	that	psychologists	can	and	should	utilize	the
tenets	of	empirical	science	to	better	understand	the	self	and	others.	The	curriculum	is	created	out	of	this	empirically	motivated	philosophy	to	guide	students	to	become	skilled,	effective	and	compassionate	psychological	professionals.	Psychology	majors	develop	the	critical	thinking,	problem	solving,	and	interpersonal	skills	necessary	for	an	array	of
careers	ranging	from	medicine	to	the	legal	system	to	human	resources.	For	students	who	hope	to	become	a	licensed	counselor	or	psychologist,	this	degree	program	will	adequately	prepare	you	to	apply	to	a	Masters	or	Doctoral	programs.Students	can	choose	one	of	three	optional	areas	of	concentration	to	best	suit	the	career	goals	and	aspirations:
Mental	Health	Research	General	(flexible	track)	Website	Net	Cost	:	$29,990	Programs	:Master	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Online	Master	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	at	University	College	outlines	the	theories,	research	methods,	and	practical	application	that	students	need	to	further	their	academic	and	professional	opportunities.	This	is	a	36-
unit	program	that	prepares	students	for	careers	in	industrial	and	organizational	psychology,	developmental	psychology,	or	general	psychology,	and	also	serves	as	adequate	preparation	for	doctoral	training.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$11,507	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Science	in	PsychologyMaster	of	Science	in	Industrial	and	Organizational	Psychology	The
Bachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	was	created	by	professionals	in	the	field	with	the	goal	of	offering	students	a	strong	framework	in	the	science	and	application	of	psychology.	The	curriculum	focuses	on	the	study	of	human	cognition	and	behaviors.	Students	are	able	to	develop	a	wide	range	of	skills,	ranging	from	observation	and
analysis	to	communication	and	problem-solvingskills	that	enable	you	to	work	successfully	with	diverse	groups	of	people,	and	will	always	be	useful,	both	personally	and	professionally.	The	Master	of	Science	in	Industrial/Organizational	Psychology	(MSIOP)	Degree	Program	is	taught	by	experienced	professionals	who	share	their	skills	and	experience
with	students.	Students	gain	general	academics	skills,	but	they	also	learn	to	understand	the	practical	applications	of	the	field.	The	MSIOP	program	covers	topics	of	behavior	and	performance	in	the	business	world,	and	students	learn	to	apply	theories,	methods,	and	principles	of	psychology	at	the	individual,	team,	and	organization	level.	By	receiving
graduate	training	in	this	area	of	specialization,	students	are	prepared	to	apply	psychological	principles	to	create	organizational	success.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$9,370	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Bellevue	University	is	a	private,	non-profit	university,	which	opened	in	1966	with	the	primary	goal	of	providing	adult	education	and	educational
outreach.	As	of	2011,	80	percent	of	enrolled	undergraduates	were	aged	25	and	over.	In	addition	to	the	traditional	coursework,	students	enrolled	in	this	program,	either	online	or	on	campus,	will	have	opportunities	to	conduct	research,	present	their	data	at	several	conferences	and	even	have	their	research	published	in	a	peer	reviewed,	scholarly
journal.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$60,000	**	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	Counseling	PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Marriage	and	Family	TherapyMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Marriage	and	Family	Therapy	&	Professional	Clinical	CounselingMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Professional	Clinical	Counseling	The	Bachelor
of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	familiarizes	students	with	the	fundamentals	of	psychological	science	and	practice.	The	curriculum	used	in	this	program	outlines	critical	thinking	skills,	methods	of	inquiry,	scientific	research	methodology,	processes	and	the	application	of	psychological	principles	to	diverse	areas	of	human	behavior.	Although	the
program	is	offered	online,	students	are	encouraged	to	participate	in	experiential	fieldwork,	independent	research	projects	and	complete	elective	courses	that	meet	their	personal	career	aspirations.	The	undergraduate	program	prepares	students	for	a	career	or	further	graduate	study	in	the	field	of	psychology	and	its	related	disciplines.	Graduate
training	is	also	offered	in	Counseling	Psychology,	Marriage	and	Family	Therapy	and	Professional	Clinical	Counseling.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$12,399	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Online	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	offers	students	the	opportunity	for	advanced	training	in	Psychology.	The	curriculum	provides	a	strong
framework	for	a	variety	of	possible	career	paths	including	business,	law,	social	service,	behavioral	sciences,	and	human	resources.	This	program	instills	in	students	the	basic	understanding	of	human	behavior	and	development	to	assist	students	in	the	development	of	interpersonal	and	communication	skills.This	Psychology	Program	is	designed	to
provide	psychology	majors	with	an	effective	and	convenient	opportunity	to	investigate	how	psychology	defines	and	explains	both	animal	and	human	behavior.	Students	learn	how	practical	psychology	is	applied	while	gaining	the	solid	collegiate	foundation	for	advanced	(graduate)	study	in	Psychology	and	other	related	professions.	Website	Net	Cost	:
$25,144	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	is	designed	to	train	future	graduates	for	employment	in	social	service	careers,	as	well	as	graduate	training	in	Psychology,	Sociology,	Social	Work,	and	Anthropology.	The	major	Students	Learning	Outcomes	as	set	forth	by	the	department	include:
Articulate	knowledge	of	the	history,	science	and	systems	of	psychology	Think	critically	about	psychological	constructs,	theories	and	research	methodology	through	the	use	of	comparison	and	contrast,	problem	solving	and	the	integration	of	evidence	from	diverse	contexts	and	worldviews	(religious,	ethnic,	cultural).	Develop	effective	communication
skills	including	speaking,	writing	skills	and	technology	Develop	high-level	integrity	and	values	including	academic	integrity,	discipline	specific	ethical	issues,	an	understanding	of	ethics	and	respect	for	social	diversity	Gather	project	management	skills	including	teamwork	skills	with	informed	participation	in	multiple	levels	of	community	applying
academic	studies	to	the	workplace	and	professional	environments	Students	in	the	Psychology	major	can	earn	an	optional	concentration	in	the	following	areas	by	completion	of	certificate	requirements:	Anthropology,	Christian	Behavioral	Science,	Cognitive	Psychology,	Counseling	Ministry,	Diversity,	Life	Span	Development,	Psychology,	Religion	and
Behavior,	or	Social	Work.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$18,900	**	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Science	in	PsychologyMaster	of	Science	in	Psychology	The	School	of	Behavioral	Science	at	California	Coast	upholds	a	commitment	to	assisting	students	achieve	their	academic,	professional,	and	personal	goals.	The	high	quality	distance	learning	educational	programs
helps	students	gather	the	skills	and	knowledge	required	to	make	significant	and	lasting	contributions	the	field	of	psychology	and	the	at	large.	The	success	of	all	the	Bachelor	of	Science	and	Masters	of	Science	in	Psychology	Programs	is	founded	in	the	schools	self-purported	commitment	to:	Operating	ethically,	professionally	and	with	academic
integrity.	Integrating	professional	and	life	experiences	with	academic	content.	Assisting	and	guiding	students	to	meet	their	educational	goals	through	programs	that	are	independent,	individualized	and	self-paced	Cultivating	intellectual,	analytical	and	critical	abilities	to	help	students	meet	the	demands	of	todays	ever	changing	environment	Building	a
faculty	and	staff	composed	of	respected	educators	and	professionals	who	are	dedicated	to	the	success	of	our	students	Evaluating	and	continually	improving	our	programs	and	educational	materials	Providing	a	pathway	to	encourage	students	to	value	and	pursue	life-long	learning	experiences	Website	Net	Cost	:	$30,000	**	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in
PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	PsychologyMaster	of	Science	in	PsychologyDoctor	of	Psychology	The	California	Southern	School	of	Behavioral	Sciences	offers	several	online	degree	options	in	psychology	at	both	the	undergraduate	and	graduate	levels.	At	the	undergraduate	level,	the	school	offers	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	Program.	This
well-rounded	program	is	designed	to	suit	a	vast	range	of	possible	careers	or	graduate	school	options	upon	completion.	The	curriculum	offers	a	comprehensive	framework	with	a	strong	focus	on	science	and	human	behavior.	The	Master	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	program	is	an	ideal	choice	for	students	who	feel	compelled	to	enter	a	career	in	the
helping	professions.	This	degree	option	is	the	most	efficient	path	to	licensure	as	a	Marriage	and	Family	Therapist	in	the	state	of	California	and	beyond.	The	Master	of	Science	program	offers	an	online	psychology	degree	option	that	can	lead	to	an	exciting	career	as	a	mental	health	professional.	Students	have	options	to	concentrate	their	studies	in
several	psychological	disciplines	such	as	chemical	dependency	and	compulsive	disorders,	pastoral	counseling,	organizational	psychology,	sports	psychology,	and	general	psychology.	This	program	is	a	great	stepping-stone	for	students	who	plan	to	pursue	their	doctoral	degree	in	Psychology.	At	the	Doctoral	level,	CalSouthern	offers	the	Doctor	of
Psychology	(PsyD),	a	clinician	focused,	applied	degree	option	designed	for	students	who	plan	careers	in	counseling,	therapy,	and	clinical	work,	rather	than	research	and	academics.	This	program	also	satisfies	the	minimum	educational	requirements	for	licensure	as	a	clinical	psychologist	in	the	state	of	California.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$55,343	**
Programs	:Bachelor	of	Science	in	PsychologyMaster	of	Science	in	PsychologyDoctor	of	Philosophy	in	Psychology	Based	in	Minneapolis,	Minnesota,	Capella	University	is	a	for-profit	university	owned	by	Capella	Education	Company.	The	vast	majority	of	Capella	Universitys	course	work	is	offered	online.	According	to	the	2010	National	Survey	of	Student
Engagement	(NSSE),	Capella	exceeds	the	national	average	among	colleges	and	universities	in	the	level	of	academic	challenge	offered	to	its	students.	This	university	has	received	numerous	awards	and	accolades	for	their	online	undergraduate	and	graduate	programs.	Offering	ten	different	specializations	in	the	field	of	psychology,	Capellas	Psychology
department	caters	to	a	variety	of	interests.	Students	choose	a	focus	area	to	specialize	but	also	have	the	opportunity	to	become	exposed	to	many	areas	of	psychology.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$12,936	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	PsychologyBachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	Central	Michigan	University	(CMU)	has	become	nationally	recognized	for	its
excellent	online	undergraduate	training	programs.	For	students	interested	in	earning	a	Online	Bachelors	Degree	in	Psychology,	CMU	is	a	great	choice.	Psychology	majors	can	choose	whether	the	Bachelor	of	Arts	or	Bachelor	of	Science	is	a	better	fit	for	their	career	aspirations.	The	Bachelor	of	Arts	program	is	an	excellent	option	for	students	who	are
pursuing	a	career	in	psychology	or	other	fields	like	law,	medicine,	business	or	advocacy.	The	Bachelor	of	Science	program	prepares	students	for	either	immediate	placement	at	an	entry-level	mental	health	position	or	further	graduate	studies.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$14,374	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Bachelor	of	Arts	Degree	Program	is
offered	in	two	optional	formats:	The	45-credit	major	mandates	that	students	must	complete	a	minor	or	a	second	major	in	another	subject	area.	This	major	program	is	intended	for	students	with	an	interest	in	integrating	a	foundation	in	psychology	with	related	fields	such	as	social	work,	family	studies,	business,	forensics,	primate	behavior,	and	other
fields	in	which	training	in	behavioral	science	would	be	useful.	The	60-credit	major	culminates	in	a	Bachelors	Degree	in	Psychology	without	a	minor	or	second	major.	This	program	of	study	is	recommended	for	students	interested	in	pursuing	graduate	studies	in	psychology.	The	curriculum	used	for	both	major	programs	of	study	is	very	similar.	The	60-
credit	major	includes	the	course	Intermediate	Statistics	and	Research	Methods	as	well	as	several	additional	elective	credits.	Psychology	advisors	are	available	to	help	students	better	determine	their	academic	and	career	goals	to	choose	the	appropriate	major.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$46,573	**	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Bachelor	of
Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	program	offered	at	Charter	Oak	State	are	offered	in	5,	8	and	15	week	formats.	Each	course	is	developed	and	taught	by	faculty	members	with	a	high	level	of	expertise	in	their	respective	fields.	As	stated	by	the	college,	students	graduating	with	a	Bachelors	Degree	in	Psychology	must	be	able	to:	Apply,	evaluate,	and	analyze
different	domains	of	psychology.	This	includes,	but	is	not	limited	to,	such	domains	as	cognitive,	behavioral,	physiological,	humanistic,	socio-cultural,	and	psychodynamic	Solve	problems	by	applying	previous	knowledge	to	a	new	problem,	and	distinguish	between	pseudoscience	and	scientific	findings	Write	about	psychological	topics	with	clarity	and
logical	organization	Synthesize	information	from	primary	and	secondary	sources	Understand	psychological	phenomena	both	systematically	and	empirically	Use	qualitative	and	quantitative	research	methodologies,	including	statistical	reasoning,	research	design,	and	evaluation	of	data	Apply	psychological	perspectives	to	a	research	area:	memory,
learning,	personality,	perception,	and	psychopathology	Synthesize	learning	of	the	concentration	through	a	research	paper,	project,	portfolio,	or	practicum.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$28,952	**	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	PsychologyBachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Business	Psychology	ConcentrationBachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Child	and	Adolescent
ConcentrationBachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	GeneralistBachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	International	Psychology	ConcentrationBachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Social	Services	ConcentrationMaster	of	Arts	in	Behavioral	EconomicsMaster	of	Arts	in	Clinical	Mental	Health	CounselingMaster	of	Arts	in	Forensic	Psychology:	Non-Licensure	TrackMaster	of



Arts	in	Industrial	and	Organizational	Psychology:	ARP	TrackMaster	of	Arts	in	International	PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	International	Psychology,	Environmental	Advocacy	ConcentrationMaster	of	Arts	in	International	Psychology,	Management	and	Leadership	ConcentrationMaster	of	Arts	in	International	Psychology,	Trauma	and	Group	Conflict
ConcentrationMaster	of	Arts	in	Organizational	LeadershipMaster	of	Arts	in	PsychologyMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Applied	Behavior	Analysis	(ABA)	ConcentrationMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Child	and	Adolescent	ConcentrationMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Generalist	ConcentrationMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	International	Psychology
ConcentrationMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Organizational	Leadership	ConcentrationMaster	of	Arts	in	Psychology,	Sport	and	Exercise	Psychology	ConcentrationMaster	of	Science	in	Applied	Behavior	AnalysisMaster	of	Science	in	PsychologyDoctor	of	Philosophy	in	Applied	Behavior	AnalysisDoctor	of	Philosophy	in	Business	Psychology,	Consulting
TrackDoctor	of	Philosophy	in	International	PsychologyDoctor	of	Philosophy	in	International	Psychology,	Organizations	and	Systems	ConcentrationDoctor	of	Philosophy	in	International	Psychology,	Trauma	Services	ConcentrationDoctor	of	Philosophy	in	Organizational	Leadership	The	Chicago	School	of	Professional	Psychology	Online	Division	offers
numerous	undergraduate	and	graduate	options	in	a	flexible	online	learning	format.	This	School	if	considered	one	of	the	leading	Psychological	Institutes	in	the	country.	Each	of	the	above	named	programs	is	offered	in	a	fully	online	format	and	has	been	fully	accredited	both	regionally	and	by	program.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$31,659	Programs	:Bachelor	of
Arts	in	Applied	Psychology	The	City	University	of	Seattle	supports	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	(BA)	in	Applied	Psychology	degree	for	students	who	plan	to	pursue	careers	in	the	helping	professions	such	as	counseling,	social	services	or	human	services.	The	Applied	Psychology	Degree	is	offered	fully	online	and	was	ranked	among	the	top	50	online	undergraduate
programs	in	the	country	by	US	News	and	World	Report.	The	faculty	in	the	Psychology	Department	is	comprised	of	psychological	practitioners	with	vast	expertise	in	the	following	areas:	Psychological	theories,	abnormal	psychology,	neuropsychology	and	ethics	Family,	organization	and	diversity	issues	Research	methodology	and	professional	report
writing	The	major	curriculum	for	the	program	includes	12	five-credit	advanced	courses	in	addition	to	the	lower	divisional	course	requirements.	Students	also	have	the	option	of	selecting	from	three	optional	emphasis	areas	including	Child	and	Adolescent	Services,	Criminal	Behavior	and	Gerontology.	This	allows	students	to	further	hone	their	skills	to
become	more	attractive	potential	employees	and	future	graduate	students.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$5,820	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Fully	online	Bachelor	of	Arts	(BA)	Degree	in	Psychology	offers	students	strong	frameworks	in	the	four	rudimentary	areas	that	comprise	most	work	in	Psychology:	Developmental	Psychology,	Socio-
Cultural	Approaches,	Learning	and	Cognition,	and	Biological	Bases	of	Behavior.	In	addition	to	classroom	learning	students	have	opportunities	for	hands-on	learning	in	methods	commonly	used	by	professional	psychologists.	Each	student	must	select	a	of	three	tracks	for	their	advanced	coursework:	Organizational	Psychology	Psychological	Development
Psychopathology	All	Psychology	Majors	complete	a	Senior	Project,	which	is	an	in-depth	investigation	of	a	psychological	phenomenon	of	interest	and	career	relevance	to	the	student.	The	entire	program	places	a	strong	emphasis	on	career	planning.	One	hundred	twenty	credits	are	required	for	the	online	Bachelors	Degree	in	Psychology	in	the	following
manner:	General	Education	39	credits	required	Psychology	Courses	36	credits	Required	Courses	27	credits	Concentration	Courses	9	credits	General	Electives	48	credits	Website	Net	Cost	:	$24,030	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	The	Online	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	at	Colorado	Christian	offers	students	a
thorough	understanding	of	the	foundational	theories	and	methodologies	of	human	nature,	approached	from	a	Christian	worldview.	Students	are	challenged	to	combine	faith	with	the	study	of	human	behavior	in	an	academic	environment	that	enhances	critical	thinking	and	creative	thinking.	Graduates	of	this	program	are	qualified	for	entry-level
positions	in	business,	education,	the	mental-health	field,	ministry,	governmental	agencies,	and	other	areas	where	psychology	training	is	either	necessary	or	enhances	the	individuals	qualifications	for	employment.	The	program	is	a	120	credit	hour	program	with	36	credits	in	the	major	field,	48	credits	in	general	education	and	36	credits	in	electives.
Classes	are	typically	completed	in	5-week	blocks.	Students	also	may	apply	up	to	31	credits	from	their	prior	life	and	learning	experiences	The	curriculum	is	designed	to	train	graduates	for	successful	application	to	CCUs	Master	of	Arts	in	Counseling	program.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$44,064	**	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Science	in	Applied	Social	ScienceMaster
of	Applied	Industrial/Organizational	Psychology	(MAIOP)	Colorado	State	University	(CSU)	is	a	public	research	university.	CSU	is	the	states	sole	land	grant	university,	and	the	flagship	university	of	the	Colorado	State	University	System.	Established	in	2007,	CSUGlobal	Campus	is	part	of	the	Colorado	State	University	System	and	is	geared	toward	non-
traditional,	adult	professional	students	and	students	who	do	not	have	the	time	to	embark	on	a	traditional	degree	program.	CSU	Global	Campus	was	named	#1	amongst	SuperScholar	Smart	Choice	25	Best	Online	Colleges.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$16,852	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Science	in	PsychologyBachelor	of	Science	in	Human	Development	and	Family
StudiesBachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	with	Specialization	in	Consumer	BehaviorBachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	with	Specialization	in	Organizational	Behavior	Colorado	Technical	University	offers	a	wide	variety	of	fully	online	undergraduate	and	graduate	programs	of	study.	The	Online	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	offers
focused	concentrations	to	more	adequately	prepare	students	for	success	in	this	very	competitive	field.	Each	student	must	choose	from	one	of	the	following	degree	plans	to	best	supports	their	educational	goals:	Consumer	Behavior	Organizational	Behavior	General	Concentration	Net	Cost	:	$11,759	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The
Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	at	Columbia	College	covers	both	the	breadth	and	the	depth	of	the	field	of	psychology.	Some	of	the	areas	that	are	covered	by	this	expansive	curriculum	include	human	development,	personality	theory,	neuroscience,	learning,	memory	and	cognition,	emotion,	sensation	and	perception,	interpersonal
relationships,	personal	adjustment,	abnormal	behavior	and	psychotherapy.	The	theoretical	perspectives	that	are	most	strongly	emphasized	throughout	the	course	of	studies	include	neuroscience,	cognitive	science,	behavioral	and	social	learning	theories,	humanist-existential,	poststructural	and	psychodynamic	theories.	This	program	prepares	students
to	pursue	studies	in	psychology	at	the	graduate	school	level	in	either	practical	or	experimental	specializations.	Psychology	majors	are	expected	to	understand	empirical	scientific	methods,	participate	in	ongoing	research,	write	scholarly	research	reports	in	APA	style,	and	present	their	research	findings	to	peers	and	professors.	Website	Net	Cost	:
$10,032	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	The	Online	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	offers	students	the	necessary	theories	and	modalities	related	to	the	science	of	psychology.	Psychology	majors	enrolled	in	this	program	are	introduced	to	the	critical	skills	required	to	succeed	in	applied	service	settings.	The	curriculum
used	in	this	degree	program	is	multidisciplinary,	providing	a	thorough	outline	of	psychology	and	its	subfields	while	building	upon	a	cohesive	framework	of	general	and	applied	science,	research	methods	and	technical	writing,	health	care	management,	and	human	relations	and	development.	To	successfully	fulfill	the	goals	of	this	program,	the
department	has	established	the	following	learning	outcomes:	Students	will	apply	psychological	concepts,	theories,	and	appropriate	tests	and	measures	to	real	world	cases	and	situations.	Students	will	integrate	individual	perspective	with	psychological	concepts	and	theories	in	written	work.	Students	will	analyze	aspects	of	ethics	and	multicultural
diversity	as	they	relate	to	practice	in	the	psychological	profession.	Students	will	critique	scholarly	articles	from	peer-reviewed	Psychology	journals	with	regard	to	strengths	and	weaknesses	of	research	design,	content,	and	generalizability.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$21,538	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	The	Online	Bachelor	of	Science	in
Psychology	Degree	Program	at	Crown	College	catches	the	attention	of	a	number	of	students	due	to	the	Christian-based	approach	that	allows	students	to	fill	their	calling	to	help	others	from	a	faith	perspective.	This	Psychology/Counseling	Degree	Programs	is	among	the	few	undergraduate	psychology	degrees	in	the	U.S.	that	is	completely	online	and
Christ-centered.	This	program	includes	a	solid	foundation	in	psychological	theory	from	a	Christian	perspective.	The	curriculum	also	offers	skills-based	counseling	training	from	a	Christian	perspective.	Coursework	focuses	on	important	psychological	theories	and	skills	such	as	human	behavior	and	development,	listening	and	assessment	techniques,
counseling	theory,	and	skill	building.	Upon	graduation	students	are	qualified	to	work	in	a	field	that	requires	an	understanding	of	human	cognition	and	behavior	covering	a	wide	range	of	professions.	The	program	is	also	designed	to	train	graduates	for	the	rigors	of	a	Master	of	Doctoral	Degree	Training	Program.	Psychology	majors	have	the	option	of
adding	a	minor	in	Drug	and	Alcohol	Counseling	to	the	Psychology	Counseling	degree	to	further	enhance	their	career	preparedness.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$29,165	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Online	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	is	available	with	two	concentration	areas	within	the	psychology	major:	Standard	BA
Concentration	The	Standard	concentration	is	generally	used	in	preparation	for	graduate	training	in	psychology	or	a	closely	related	field.	Students	benefit	strongly	from	advanced	research	courses	and	are	encouraged	to	participate	in	a	psychology	honors	project.	Human	Development	BA	Concentration	The	Human	Development	concentration
emphasizes	child	and	adolescent	behavior.	Students	are	encouraged	to	pursue	volunteer	opportunities	to	further	supplement	their	classroom	learning	and	to	strengthen	graduate	school	applications.	Available	psychology	electives	can	be	used	for	other	areas	of	interest,	as	well	as	advanced	research	and	statistics	courses.	The	following	degree
requirements	must	be	fulfilled	in	addition	to	the	online	course	offerings	for	both	concentrations:	Complete	the	lab	science	course	requirement	through	transfer	course	work,	or	credit	by	exam	(CLEP	).	Complete	the	Modern	Language	requirement	through	transfer	course	work,	credit	by	exam	(CLEP),	or	proficiency	credit.	Complete	English
Composition	I	through	transfer	course	work	or	credit	by	exam	In	order	to	graduation	with	this	Online	BA	Degree,	students	in	both	programs	must	complete	identical	courses	for	a	minimum	192	quarter	hours.	Website	Net	Cost	:	$36,049	Programs	:Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	The	Online	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	Degree	Program	at	Drexel	is
among	the	most	respected	such	program	in	the	country.	The	approach	of	the	department	is	to	seek	answers	to	a	broad	range	of	questions	involving	the	brain	and	behavior.	These	questions	range	from	the	biological	basis	of	cognition	and	brain	function	through	psychological	and	social	factors	that	play	a	role	in	development,	health,	rehabilitation,	and
everyday	living.This	program	was	created	to	offer	motivated	students	with	the	same	strong	foundation	in	psychology	that	traditional	on-campus	learners	receive.	The	curriculum	employed	by	this	program	allows	students	to	investigate	a	thorough	array	of	themes,	subjects,	and	approaches	to	Psychology	while	preparing	them	to	face	the	modern
challenges	in	fields	such	as	business,	the	health	sciences,	forensics	and	law,	education,	counseling,	and	applied	neurosciences.	Some	of	the	reasons	why	this	online	program	is	among	the	best	include:	The	program	is	offered	in	a	Fully	Online	format	The	program	is	Highly	Interactive,	engaging	students	while	remaining	convenient	for	working
professionals	The	program	is	taught	by	Outstanding	Faculty,	many	of	which	are	the	Internationally	renowned	faculty	members	at	Drexel	Universitys	Department	of	Psychology	There	is	a	focus	on	Research	Methods	and	Statistics,	which	supplies	students	with	key	skills	for	finding	employment	opportunities	in	research	and	corporate	settings	The
program	utilizes	the	Scientist/Practitioner	Model	providing	students	with	a	strong	foundation	in	psychology	and	research	methods	along	with	an	understanding	of	the	practical	applications	of	psychological	science	*	Undergraduate	Tuition	Information	Not	Available**	Data	gathered	from	the	School	or	Program	Directly	Continue	Browsing	Online
Psychology	Degree	Programs	The	trend	towards	online	learning	has	picked	up	significantly	over	the	past	fifteen	years.	At	both	the	undergraduate	and	the	graduate	level,	students	can	earn	an	online	psychology	degree	that	is	fully	accredited.	This	means	that	they	do	not	have	to	put	their	lives	on	hold	while	the	work	towards	a	respected	college	degree.
Those	students	who	cannot	afford	to	stop	working,	who	are	raising	a	family	or	who	have	a	busy	lifestyle	can	now	find	a	way	to	work	towards	a	college	degree.	With	opportunities	at	the	Bachelors,	Masters	and	Doctoral	level,	students	can	choose	the	online	psychology	degree	that	is	right	for	them.	According	to	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics
Occupational	Handbook,	Professional	Psychologists	earn	a	median	annual	salary	of	$69,280	with	a	predicted	rise	in	employment	of	12	percent	between	now	and	2022.	Whether	you	are	a	new	college	students	seeking	a	Bachelors	Degree	or	you	plan	to	begin	your	graduate	training	in	the	field,	there	is	an	Online	Psychology	Program	that	is	right	for	you.
With	so	many	degree	options	to	choose	from	it	can	be	difficult	to	figure	out	what	is	the	best	option	for	your	needs.	The	answer	is	typically	the	program	that	can	offer	you	the	best	value	education.	By	finding	the	highest	quality	degree	program	that	you	can	reasonably	afford,	you	will	graduate	knowing	that	you	can	find	a	job	right	away	(or	advance	to
graduate	training)	without	the	burden	of	extensive	student	loans.	The	best	way	to	make	this	decision	is	to	formulate	a	list	of	programs	that	suit	your	needs	in	terms	of	the	right	level	of	degree,	the	area	of	specialization	you	plan	to	pursue	and	the	level	of	prestige	that	you	seek.	You	can	then	begin	to	pare	down	which	programs	fit	into	your	budget.	It	is
also	helpful	to	contact	schools	on	your	list	and	find	out	what	type	of	financial	aid	they	have	available.	While	many	programs	are	more	expensive	on	paper,	they	may	offer	enough	financial	aid,	student	employment	and	other	options	to	make	the	program	much	more	affordable.	Securing	a	degree	that	offers	you	the	most	bang	for	your	buck	is	a	must!
Before	you	enroll	in	an	online	Psychology	Program	it	is	important	to	ensure	that	your	program	of	choice	is	fully	accredited.	There	are	two	types	of	accreditations	that	apply	to	all	college	degree	programs.	The	first	is	regional	accreditation.	Each	of	the	six	regional	accrediting	bodies	in	the	United	States	is	made	up	of	public,	non-profit	and	for-profit
private	educational	institutions	in	its	region.	In	addition	to	these	six,	the	US	Department	of	Education	and	the	Council	for	Higher	Education	Accreditation	lists	a	total	of	eight	regional	accreditation	bodies	for	higher	education	accreditation.	The	Higher	Learning	Commission	of	the	North	Central	Association	of	Colleges	and	Schools	The	Middle	States
Association	of	Colleges	and	Schools	The	Middle	States	Commission	on	Higher	Education	The	New	England	Association	of	Schools	and	Colleges	The	North	Central	Association	of	Colleges	and	Schools	The	Northwest	Accreditation	Commission	The	Northwest	Commission	on	Colleges	and	Universities	(NWCCU)	The	Southern	Association	of	Colleges	and
Schools	Western	Association	of	Schools	and	Colleges	Once	you	have	ensured	that	your	program	of	choice	is	regionally	accredited,	you	can	evaluate	whether	they	have	the	second	kind	of	accreditation	Program	Specific	Accreditation.	These	are	accrediting	bodies	that	cater	to	one	specific	subject	areas	and	have	criteria	that	programs	must	fulfill	in
order	to	receive	accreditation.	These	include	bodies	such	as	the	Council	for	Accreditation	of	Counseling	and	Related	Educational	Programs	(CACREP),	the	National	Council	for	Accreditation	of	Teacher	Education	(NCATE),	the	American	Psychological	Association	(APA)	and	the	Commission	on	Accreditation	for	Marriage	and	Family	Therapy	Education
(COAMFTE).	An	Online	Bachelors	in	Psychology	degree	is	one	of	the	most	versatile	college	degrees	currently	available.	It	is	also	among	the	most	popular	majors	at	colleges	and	universities	throughout	the	United	States.	Because	of	the	popularity	of	this	major	course	of	study,	more	and	more	colleges	are	opting	to	offer	the	degree	in	an	online	or	hybrid
learning	format.	Now,	more	than	ever	before,	students	can	find	online	degree	options	that	are	fully	accredited	and	nationally	recognized.	This	degree	choice	is	useful	for	careers	in	psychology	as	well	as	a	variety	of	other	areas	of	study	and	employment.	Students	who	earn	an	Online	Bachelors	Degree	in	Psychology	have	the	luxury	of	an	incredibly
flexible	degree	plan	while	opening	a	large	number	of	doors	for	a	range	of	careers.	Graduates	have	gone	on	to	graduate	training	or	entrance	into	the	work	force	in	fields	ranging	from	law	to	medicine,	business	to	human	resources	and	many,	many	more.	Students	who	are	unsure	of	what	their	career	aspirations	may	pursue	either	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	or
Bachelor	of	Science.	However,	those	students	who	plan	to	continue	on	to	graduate	school,	an	Online	Bachelor	of	Science	in	Psychology	is	likely	the	most	ideal	option.	For	some	students	who	have	earned	their	undergraduate	degree	and	want	to	advance	to	the	next	level	of	training,	an	Online	Masters	in	Psychology	is	a	great	choice.	In	the	past,	there
were	a	minimal	number	of	colleges	offering	online	Masters	Degree	and	many	of	these	programs	were	not	fully	accredited	or	nationally	recognized.	Over	the	past	twenty	years,	online	graduate	training	has	evolved	and	become	a	growing	trend.	Students	who	want	to	enter	the	profession	of	psychology	now	have	a	wide	variety	of	Masters	in	Online
Clinical	Psychology	to	choose	from.	These	programs	support	a	curriculum	that	trains	students	for	immediate	employment	in	the	field	of	psychology	and	professional	counseling.	A	student	who	earns	their	Masters	in	Clinical	Psychology	online	can	be	confident	that	their	degree	is	as	respected	and	valued	as	students	who	earn	their	degree	in	a	more
traditional	on-campus	program.	Employers	have	recognized	that	an	Online	Masters	Degree	in	Clinical	Psychology	has	the	same	value,	the	same	training	elements	and	students	have	gained	the	same	skill	set	as	their	on-campus	counterparts.	If	you	are	a	student	who	wants	to	pursue	a	career	in	the	field	of	Psychology,	an	Online	Clinical	Psychology
Masters	Program	may	be	the	right	option	for	you.	For	those	students	who	have	completed	their	undergraduate	training,	and	perhaps	have	earned	their	Masters	Degree,	the	next	step	is	to	pursue	a	Doctoral	Degree	in	Psychology.	You	can	choose	from	either	a	Doctor	of	Philosophy	(PhD)	or	a	Doctor	of	Psychology	(PsyD).	The	biggest	difference	between
the	degree	options	is	that	a	PhD	program	is	heavily	based	in	the	scientific	aspects	of	psychology,	including	research	and	academia.	The	PsyD,	on	the	other	hand,	is	heavily	based	in	the	clinical	and	practical	aspects	of	psychology.	Students	earning	an	online	PsyD	have	gained	the	skills	necessary	to	engage	in	therapy	and	counseling.	The	most	readily
accessible	online	doctoral	degree	are	online	PsyD	Programs.	These	programs	train	psychologists,	at	the	highest-level	possible,	to	become	fully	licensed	and	fully	qualified	mental	health	counselors	and	psychologists.	Upon	completion	of	an	Online	PsyD	Program,	students	can	secure	positions	in	the	exciting	field	of	professional	psychologists.	Many
online	PsyD	programs	allow	students	to	choose	an	area	of	concentration	or	specialization.	Some	of	these	include	Industrial	and	Organization	Psychology,	Clinical	Psychology,	Social	Psychology,	Forensic	Psychology,	Engineering	Psychology,	Human	Development,	Child	Psychology,	School	Psychology,	Gerontology	and	many	more.	Clinical	Psychologist
To	become	a	Clinical	Psychologist	a	professional	must	earn	a	minimum	of	a	Masters	Degree	and	most	states	require	a	PhD,	PsyD	or	EdD	Degree	to	become	fully	licensed.	Most	states	also	require	that	students	complete	a	supervised	internship	for	a	set	amount	of	hours	in	order	to	become	licensed.	The	average	annual	salary	of	a	Clinical	Psychologist	is
approximately	$72,540	per	year,	with	a	great	degree	of	variation	depending	upon	years	of	experience,	degree	level,	area	of	specialization	and	the	region	in	which	you	practice.	Clinical	Psychologists	provide	psychotherapy	and	mental	health	treatment	to	clients	living	with	a	wide	range	of	problems.	While	some	Psychologists	treat	individuals	suffering
from	forms	of	mental	illness,	others	work	with	people	who	are	experiencing	a	single	issue	or	traumatic	event.	In	addition	to	working	directly	with	clients,	some	Psychologists	pursue	a	career	conducting	research,	teaching	at	the	collegiate	level	or	provide	vocational	counseling.	According	to	the	Bureau	of	Labor	Statistics	Occupational	Handbook	(BLS-
OH),	the	field	of	Psychology	is	projected	to	grow	12	percent	over	the	next	ten	years,	which	is	considered	as	fast	as	the	average	for	all	occupations	with	major	variations	depending	upon	specialty.	Some	specialty	areas	will	see	a	much	greater	rate	of	growth.	Professional	Counselor	A	Licensed	Professional	Counselor	(LPC),	also	referred	to	as	a	Mental
Health	Counselor,	is	responsible	for	working	directly	with	clients	to	help	them	face	the	many	challenges	that	come	from	both	emotional	disturbances	and	mental	illness.	The	minimum	degree	requirements	for	a	Mental	Health	Counselor	is	a	Masters	Degree	in	Psychology	or	a	related	field,	such	as	Counseling	as	well	as	the	appropriate	certification
offered	by	the	state	in	which	they	practice.	Those	Counselors	who	possess	a	Doctoral	Degree,	such	as	a	PhD	or	PsyD	will	have	greater	opportunities	for	employment	in	the	field.	Professional	Counselors	diagnose	and	treat	psychiatric	disorders,	such	as	Anxiety,	Depression	and	Bi-Polar	Disorder.	They	work	with	their	clients	to	discuss	emotions,
behaviors	and	experiences	and	help	clients	make	important	decisions	that	will	influence	their	future.	Counselors	work	with	clients	to	help	them	create	functional	strategies	to	cope	with	problematic	situations	and	in	many	cases	it	is	the	Counselors	job	to	coordinate	treatment	with	other	professionals.	Because	Counselors	are	not	Medical	Doctors,	they
do	not	have	the	qualifications	to	prescribe	medications.	They	will	often	work	with	a	Psychiatrist	or	other	medical	doctor	to	ensure	that	their	clients	are	properly	receiving	medications.	Most	Professionals	Counselors	work	in	a	private	practice	setting,	outpatient	mental	health	clinics,	hospitals	or	mental	health	and	substance	abuse	facilities.	According
to	the	BLS-OH,	the	anticipated	employment	growth	for	Mental	Health	Counselors	is	much	higher	than	average	with	a	projection	of	as	much	as	37	percent.	The	median	average	salary	for	mental	health	counselors	was	$39,710,	just	above	the	national	average	for	all	careers.	Marriage	and	Family	TherapistMarriage	and	Family	Therapists	(MFTs)	are
highly	trained	professionals	who	work	directly	with	individuals,	couples	and	families	to	help	create	more	positive	relationships	or	work	to	save	tattered	relationships.	MFTs	often	tackle	issues	such	as	difficulties	with	self-esteem,	managing	stress,	marital	discord,	troubling	family	dynamics	and	the	impact	of	addictions	on	the	family.	These	professionals
work	alongside	their	clients	to	help	foster	more	positive	relationships	with	each	other	and	other	people	around	them.	They	meet	with	families,	couples	and	individuals	to	help	get	the	most	out	of	each	counseling	session.	Most	Marriage	and	Family	Therapists	are	employed	in	private	practice,	however	some	can	be	found	at	hospitals,	outpatient	centers,
doctors	offices	or	residential	facilities.	MFTs	are	sometimes	asked	to	give	testimony	in	court	regarding	issues	like	child	custody	or	divorce	proceedings.	The	minimum	educational	requirement	to	become	an	MFT	is	a	Masters	Degree	in	Psychology,	Marriage	and	Family	Therapy,	Counseling	or	a	related.	According	to	the	BLS-OH,	employment	rates	are
expected	to	be	very	high,	with	a	predicted	41	percent	growth	in	the	field	through	2020.	As	of	the	May	2012	Occupational	Handbook,	the	median	salary	for	marriage	and	family	therapists	was	$46,660.	Social	Service	ManagerSocial	and	Community	Service	Managers	are	professionals	who	work	closely	with	members	of	the	community	to	outline	and
tackle	public	need	for	social	services	and	support.	They	are	trained	to	create	and	oversee	programs	that	meet	the	needs	of	individuals	and	groups,	as	well	as	supervise	support	staff	and	evaluate	the	efficacy	of	the	programs	being	delivered.	Social	Service	Managers	are	sometimes	responsible	for	managing	and	maintaining	the	budgets	of	the	agencies
they	work	for	or	the	programs	they	are	responsible	for.	The	minimum	educational	requirement	for	this	field	is	a	Bachelors	Degree	in	Psychology,	Social	Work,	Urban	Studies,	Public	Health	or	a	related	field.	Those	individuals	who	possess	a	Masters	Degree	will	be	awarded	more	job	opportunities,	more	responsibility	and	a	higher	annual	salary	than
those	with	a	Bachelors	Degree.	According	to	the	BLS-OH,	growth	in	this	area	is	anticipated	to	be	steep	through	2020	at	a	rate	of	21	percent,	which	is	higher	than	the	national	average.	As	of	May	2012,	the	median	annual	salary	for	a	Social	and	Community	Service	Manager	was	$59,970.	Those	with	experience,	a	Masters	Degree	or	specialization	can
expect	to	earn	more.	Industrial	and	Organizational	Psychologist	One	of	the	areas	of	Psychology	seeing	the	greatest	amount	of	growth	is	the	area	of	Industrial	and	Organizational	(I/O)	Psychology.	I/O	Psychologists	practice	a	very	specific	type	of	psychology	that	requires	formal	training	in	the	field.	I/O	Psychologists	apply	principles	and	knowledge	to
various	workplace	and	industry	settings	to	help	boost	employee	morale,	teach	more	effective	managerial	styles,	increase	overall	productivity	and	help	improve	the	general	well	being	of	all	employees	at	a	company.	These	Psychologists	can	work	in	private	practices,	be	employed	by	businesses	or	corporations	or	work	as	part	of	a	larger	firm.	The
minimum	educational	requirement	to	become	an	I/O	psychologist	is	a	Masters	Degree	and	a	state	issued	license	or	certificate.	Those	with	a	Doctoral	Degree	in	the	field	can	expect	greater	flexibility	in	employment	options,	higher	salary	and	more	responsibility.	According	to	the	BLS-OH,	growth	in	this	area	is	projected	to	be	quite	high	over	the	next	ten
years,	increasing	at	a	rate	of	53	percent	through	2020.	The	median	annual	salary	as	of	May	2012	was	$83,580	and	continues	to	climb	each	year.	After	earning	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Psychology	from	Rutgers	University	and	then	a	Master	of	Science	in	Clinical	and	Forensic	Psychology	from	Drexel	University,	Kristen	Fescoe	began	a	career	as	a	therapist
at	two	prisons	in	Philadelphia.	At	the	same	time	she	volunteered	as	a	rape	crisis	counselor,	also	in	Philadelphia.	After	a	few	years	in	the	field	she	accepted	a	teaching	position	at	a	local	college	where	she	currently	teaches	online	psychology	courses.	Kristen	began	writing	in	college	and	still	enjoys	her	work	as	a	writer,	editor,	professor	and	mother.
Definition:Experimental	psychology	is	a	subfield	of	psychology	that	focuses	on	scientific	investigation	and	research	methods	to	study	human	behavior	and	mental	processes.	It	involves	conducting	controlled	experiments	to	examine	hypotheses	and	gather	empirical	data.Subfields	of	Experimental	Psychology:Sensory	Processes:Sensory	processes	in
experimental	psychology	involve	understanding	how	humans	perceive	and	process	information	through	their	senses,	such	as	vision,	hearing,	taste,	smell,	and	touch.Learning	and	Memory:This	subfield	explores	how	individuals	acquire	and	retain	knowledge	and	skills,	including	the	study	of	different	types	of	memory,	learning	strategies,	and	factors
that	influence	memory	processes.Cognitive	Psychology:Cognitive	psychology	examines	mental	processes,	including	attention,	perception,	problem-solving,	decision-making,	language,	and	thinking.	It	investigates	how	individuals	process	information,	solve	problems,	and	make	decisions.Developmental	Psychology:Developmental	psychology	focuses	on
the	study	of	human	development	across	the	lifespan,	from	infancy	to	old	age.	It	investigates	how	individuals	change	physically,	cognitively,	and	emotionally	as	they	grow	and	mature.Social	Psychology:Social	psychology	studies	how	individuals	thoughts,	feelings,	and	behaviors	are	influenced	by	social	interactions	and	social	environments.	It	examines
topics	such	as	conformity,	persuasion,	group	dynamics,	and	intergroup	relations.Personality	Psychology:Personality	psychology	aims	to	understand	individual	differences	in	behavior,	thoughts,	and	emotions.	It	investigates	various	personality	traits,	their	development,	and	how	they	influence	behavior	and	well-being.Psychopathology:This	subfield
focuses	on	the	study	of	mental	disorders,	their	causes,	symptoms,	and	treatments.	Psychopathology	research	is	often	conducted	using	experimental	methods	to	examine	the	effectiveness	of	therapeutic	interventions.Psychopharmacology:Psychopharmacology	involves	studying	the	effects	of	drugs	on	behavior,	cognition,	and	emotions.	It	examines	how
different	medications	impact	mental	processes	and	aims	to	develop	effective	pharmacological	treatments	for	psychological	disorders.Neuropsychology:Neuropsychology	investigates	the	relationship	between	brain	function	and	behavior.	It	examines	how	brain	damage,	genetics,	and	neurological	disorders	affect	cognitive	abilities,	emotions,	and
behavior.	
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