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This	Study	Guide	consists	of	approximately	15	pages	of	chapter	summaries,	quotes,	character	analysis,	themes,	and	more	-	everything	you	need	to	sharpen	your	knowledge	of	Daddy.	This	Study	Guide	consists	of	approximately	15	pages	of	chapter	summaries,	quotes,	character	analysis,	themes,	and	more	-	everything	you	need	to	sharpen	your
knowledge	of	Daddy.	“Daddy”	has	no	fixed	setting.	The	speaker	never	names	the	place	from	which	she	narrates,	and	the	images	she	uses	are	products	of	her	own	mind.	The	geographical	points	she	names	are	settings	for	specific	metaphors.	For	example,	the	head	of	the	giant,	broken	statue	in	stanzas	2	and	3	has	fallen	in	“the	waters	off	beautiful
Nauset”	(13),	a	beach	on	Cape	Cod.	And	though	she	attempts	to	name	the	specific	Polish	town	from	which	her	father	hails,	she	cannot	locate	that	town	with	any	precision.	“The	name	of	the	town	is	common”	(19),	she	says.	“So	I	could	never	tell	where	you	/	Put	your	foot,	your	root”	(22-23).	Not	only	is	she	unable	to	signify	that	town	and	therefore	her
father’s	origin,	she	suspects	the	town	has	been	destroyed	by	“wars,	wars,	wars”	(18).	The	metaphorical	universe	of	the	poem	extends	from	the	United	States	to	Europe,	and...	(read	more)	Copyrights	Daddy	(Sylvia	Plath)	from	BookRags.	(c)2025	BookRags,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	by	Sylvia	PlathYou	do	not	do,	you	do	not	doAny	more,	black	shoeIn
which	I	have	lived	like	a	footFor	thirty	years,	poor	and	white,Barely	daring	to	breathe	or	Achoo.Daddy,	I	have	had	to	kill	you.You	died	before	I	had	time——Marble-heavy,	a	bag	full	of	God,Ghastly	statue	with	one	gray	toeBig	as	a	Frisco	sealAnd	a	head	in	the	freakish	AtlanticWhere	it	pours	bean	green	over	blueIn	the	waters	off	beautiful	Nauset.I	used
to	pray	to	recover	you.Ach,	du.In	the	German	tongue,	in	the	Polish	townScraped	flat	by	the	rollerOf	wars,	wars,	wars.But	the	name	of	the	town	is	common.My	Polack	friendSays	there	are	a	dozen	or	two.So	I	never	could	tell	where	youPut	your	foot,	your	root,I	never	could	talk	to	you.The	tongue	stuck	in	my	jaw.It	stuck	in	a	barb	wire	snare.Ich,	ich,	ich,
ich,I	could	hardly	speak.I	thought	every	German	was	you.And	the	language	obsceneAn	engine,	an	engineChuffing	me	off	like	a	Jew.A	Jew	to	Dachau,	Auschwitz,	Belsen.I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew.I	think	I	may	well	be	a	Jew.The	snows	of	the	Tyrol,	the	clear	beer	of	ViennaAre	not	very	pure	or	true.With	my	gipsy	ancestress	and	my	weird	luckAnd	my	Taroc
pack	and	my	Taroc	packI	may	be	a	bit	of	a	Jew.I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.And	your	neat	mustacheAnd	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue.Panzer-man,	panzer-man,	O	You——Not	God	but	a	swastikaSo	black	no	sky	could	squeak	through.Every	woman	adores	a	Fascist,The	boot	in	the	face,	the	bruteBrute	heart	of	a
brute	like	you.You	stand	at	the	blackboard,	daddy,In	the	picture	I	have	of	you,A	cleft	in	your	chin	instead	of	your	footBut	no	less	a	devil	for	that,	no	notAny	less	the	black	man	whoBit	my	pretty	red	heart	in	two.I	was	ten	when	they	buried	you.At	twenty	I	tried	to	dieAnd	get	back,	back,	back	to	you.I	thought	even	the	bones	would	do.But	they	pulled	me
out	of	the	sack,And	they	stuck	me	together	with	glue.And	then	I	knew	what	to	do.I	made	a	model	of	you,A	man	in	black	with	a	Meinkampf	lookAnd	a	love	of	the	rack	and	the	screw.And	I	said	I	do,	I	do.So	daddy,	I’m	finally	through.The	black	telephone’s	off	at	the	root,The	voices	just	can’t	worm	through.If	I’ve	killed	one	man,	I’ve	killed	two——The
vampire	who	said	he	was	youAnd	drank	my	blood	for	a	year,Seven	years,	if	you	want	to	know.Daddy,	you	can	lie	back	now.There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black	heartAnd	the	villagers	never	liked	you.They	are	dancing	and	stamping	on	you.They	always	knew	it	was	you.Daddy,	daddy,	you	b***,	I’m	through.Summary	of	DaddyPopularity	of	“Daddy”:	Sylvia
Plath,	a	famous	American	poet	and	novelist,	wrote	‘Daddy’,	a	famous	literary	piece.	This	poem	is	about	her	father.	It	was	first	published	in	1965.	The	poem	presents	the	speaker’s	grief	over	the	loss	of	her	father.	It	also	shows	violence	against	women	and	the	impacts	of	male	domination.	The	poem	also	presents	a	generation	gap	that	is	the	root	cause	of
their	disturbed	relation.“Daddy”.	As	a	Representative	of	Loss:	This	poem	is	written	from	the	perspective	of	a	daughter	who	has	lost	her	father.	The	speaker,	very	skillfully,	presents	the	graphic	picture	of	her	father	and	narrates	how	her	father	used	to	treat	her	when	he	was	alive.	Ironically,	she	neither	longs	to	see	him	again	nor	does	she	lament	his
loss.	Instead,	she	talks	about	the	freedom	and	relief	she	feels	after	his	death.	Her	father	was	a	harsh	and	obscene	German	man	who	failed	to	give	her	comfort,	love,	and	support	she	needed	and	crippled	her	life.	Even	though	he	was	cruel,	brutal	and	overbearing,	she	loved	him.	Also,	after	his	death,	she	married	a	man	who	looked	like	her	father	which
added	more	pain	to	her	memories.	Throughout	the	poem,	she	compares	herself	with	Jews	and	her	father	with	Nazis	to	explain	her	father’s	nature.Major	Themes	in	“Daddy”:	Love,	hatred,	and	loss	are	the	major	themes	in	the	poem.	The	tormented	speaker	describes	her	life	with	her	father	before	his	death.	He	never	gave	her	love	and	support	and
forced	her	to	live	a	life	of	sufferings,	misery,	and	pain.	The	experience	and	torture	took	away	her	identity.	Despite	his	cold	behavior,	she	loved	him	dearly.	Unfortunately,	her	husband,	who	resembled	her	father	is	compared	to	a	vampire,	must	have	abused	her	and	her	marriage	lasted	seven	years.	By	the	end	of	the	poem,	she	gives	up	and	stops	running
after	the	shadow	of	her	father.literary	devices	are	tools	that	the	writers	use	to	compare	and	explain	the	deeper	significance	of	the	poem.	Sylvia	Plath	has	also	used	similes,	metaphors,	images	and	sound	devices	to	reveal	hidden	messages	about	her	relationship	with	her	father.	The	analysis	of	some	of	the	literary	devices	used	in	this	poem	has	been
given	below.Assonance:	Assonance	is	the	repetition	of	vowel	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/a/	in	“They	are	dancing	and	stamping	on	you”	and	the	sound	of	/e/	in	“I	was	ten	when	they	buried	you”.Metaphor:	It	is	a	figure	of	speech	in	which	an	implied	comparison	is	made	between	the	different	objects.	The	poet	has	compared	her	father,
husband	and	most	men,	in	general	with,	‘Black	shoe’;	‘Ghastly	statue’;	‘Panzer-	man’	and	‘Vampire’.Personification:	Personification	is	to	give	human	qualities	to	inanimate	objects.	The	poet	describes	her	father	as	a	train	taking	her	to	a	concentration	camp.	For	example,“An	engine,	an	engineChuffing	me	off	like	a	Jew.”“There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black
heartAnd	the	villagers	never	liked	you.”Alliteration:	Alliteration	is	the	repetition	of	consonant	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/m/	in	“I	made	a	model	of	you,”	and	the	sound	of	/h/	in	“Daddy,	I	have	had	to	kill	you”.Imagery:	Imagery	is	used	to	make	readers	perceive	things	involving	their	five	senses.	For	example,	“Any	more,	black	shoe,	In
which	I	have	lived	like	a	foot”;	“And	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue”	and	“But	they	pulled	me	out	of	the	sack.”Consonance:	Consonance	is	the	repetition	of	consonant	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/k/	in	“I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew”	and	the	sound	of	/r/	in	“Are	not	very	pure	or	true”.Simile:	It	is	a	figure	of	speech	used	to	compare	and	to	make
the	meanings	clear	to	the	readers.	There	are	two	similes	used	in	this	poem.	For	example,	“Big	as	a	Frisco	seal”.	The	father’s	toe	is	compared	to	a	massive	San	Francisco’s	seal.	In	the	sixth	stanza,	“I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew”	the	poet	compares	herself	with	the	Jews.Analysis	of	Poetic	Devices	in	“Daddy”Poetic	and	literary	devices	are	the	same,	but	a	few
are	used	only	in	poetry.	Here	is	the	analysis	of	some	of	the	poetic	devices	used	in	this	poem.	Stanza:	A	stanza	is	a	poetic	form	of	some	lines.	There	are	80	lines	in	this	poem	with	sixteen	stanzas.Quintin:	A	Quintin	is	a	five	lined	stanza.	Here,	each	stanza	consists	of	five	lines.Rhyme	Scheme:	There	is	no	specific	rhyme	scheme	used	in	this	poem.End
Rhyme:	End	Rhyme	is	used	to	make	the	stanza	melodious.	The	examples	of	end	rhymes	are	most	lines	that	end	with	‘oo’	sound.	For	example,	“blue/you”	and	“true/Jew.”Quotes	to	be	UsedThe	lines	stated	below	can	be	used	to	express	the	feelings	of	fear.	These	can	also	be	used	by	children	to	express	the	fear	they	feel	when	talking	with	their	father.“I
have	always	been	scared	of	you,With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.And	your	neat	mustacheAnd	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue.Panzer-man,	panzer-man,	O	You.”	Tired	of	struggling	with	writing	tasks?	StudyMoose	is	the	ultimate	solution	for	all	learners’	academic	writing	needs!	Our	platform	offers	an	extensive	database	to	help	students	improve
their	composition	talents.	They	also	get	inspired	to	create.	And	it’s	completely	free!	Yes,	that’s	right	–	no	need	to	pay	any	penny	to	access	and	download	StudyMoose’s	vast	collection.	StudyMoose	understands	the	challenges	that	students	face	with	composing	papers.	Whether	one	lacks	skill	or	motivation,	we’ve	got	everything	covered.	StudyMoose	has
created	a	platform	that	provides	resources	to	assist	people	in	boosting	their	writing.	The	database	with	free	essays	may	be	used	for	various	purposes,	including:	For	Inspiration	for	Writing	Stuck	on	a	particular	topic?	Use	the	database	of	great	essays	examples	for	inspiration	and	ideas	to	start	writing.	StudyMoose’s	papers	cover	various	topics	and	are
written	by	experts	in	their	respective	fields.	Find	Essay	Topic	Ideas	If	you’re	struggling	to	come	up	with	any	topic	for	the	essay,	StudyMoose	is	the	perfect	place	to	get	going.	Our	database	contains	a	vast	topics	collection	that	everyone	may	choose	from.	One	good	idea	would	be	to	build	an	original	topic	based	on	several	concepts	from	the	list.	Get
More	In-depth	Analysis	on	Topics	of	Any	Complexity	StudyMoose’s	database	with	free	essays	examples	includes	papers	on	topics	of	any	complexity.	Whether	one’s	looking	for	an	article	on	a	simple	topic	or	breaking	down	a	complex	issue,	there’s	plenty	of	information	on	StudyMoose’s	website.	Find	Writing	Guides	Also	StudyMoose	presents	a	range	of
writing	guides	with	100%	free	essays	that	will	aid	you	in	directing	your	skills’	improvement.	The	most	popular	option	among	students	offers	literature	guides	to	prepare	for	tasks	in	English	or	literature	classes.	Whether	you’re	a	beginner	or	an	experienced	writer,	use	StudyMoose’s	guides	to	take	creativity	to	the	next	level	and	get	that	A-grade	on	the
essay.	Use	Essays	for	Your	Research	If	there	is	a	need	to	gather	information	on	any	topic,	StudyMoose’s	database	with	essay	examples	for	students	might	be	a	valuable	resource.	The	samples	may	be	used	as	references	for	one’s	research	or	as	a	starting	point	for	one’s	own	composition.	Free	High-Quality	Essays	–	Our	Key	Benefit	The	team	of	expert
authors	and	plagiarism-checking	crew	work	tirelessly	to	ensure	that	our	essays	are	of	the	highest	quality.	We	receive	positive	feedback	from	students	every	day,	and	we’re	striving	for	improvement	of	our	services.	College	Admission	Essay	Examples:	Free	Access	We	also	provide	guides	for	creating	these	types	of	essays	to	make	sure	students	are	not
lost	in	the	myriad	of	requirements.	Here’s	a	list	of	universities	for	which	users	may	find	how-to	articles	or	examples	of	admission	papers:	Gallaudet	Loyola	Baylor	Clemson	Vanderbilt	University	of	North	Carolina	University	of	Rochester	University	of	Richmond	Harvard	Boston	Find	Essays	on	Any	Types	At	StudyMoose,	we	understand	that	students	may
need	assistance	with	different	types	of	papers.	That’s	why	there	is	a	vast	collection	covering	different	topics	and	types	on	the	site.	The	platform	features	not	only	types	like	argumentative	essays.	Users	also	get	persuasive,	descriptive,	cause-and-effect	papers,	and	much	more.	Papers	offered	on	the	platform	are	written	by	experienced	authors	who	have
completed	many	milestones	in	education.	Their	experience	in	various	fields	makes	them	irreplaceable	in	essay	writing.	Use	Our	Tools	to	Improve	Your	Study	All	visitors	may	find	writing	tips	in	StudyMoose	blog	to	get	a	head	start	on	improvement.	The	vast	academic	essays	database	is	complemented	by	a	range	of	tools	to	help	students	boost	their
writing	abilities.	Each	tool	is	designed	to	assist	learners	with	various	aspects	of	completing	their	written	assignments.	It	includes	generating	concepts,	proofreading,	and	editing	their	work.	Thesis	Statement	Generator	Our	thesis	statement	generator	is	a	powerful	tool.	It	shows	college	research	essay	examples	and	enables	students	to	create	any	thesis
statement	for	their	papers	easily.	This	instrument	guides	learners	in	a	systematic	manner	and	produces	a	thesis	statement	tailored	to	their	needs.	Alphabetizer	Alphabetizer	is	a	simple	but	effective	instrument	that	helps	students	sort	their	text.	The	tool	may	be	used	for	sorting	words,	phrases,	or	even	entire	paragraphs,	making	it	a	useful	instrument
for	organizing	essays	and	research	papers.	Conclusion	Generator	Conclusion	generator	creates	a	compelling	conclusion	for	student	essays	quickly	and	easily.	After	a	simple	procedure,	students	get	a	conclusion	based	on	their	input.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	also	check	free	examples	on	the	website	to	get	a	picture	of	what	a	good	conclusion	looks	like.	Essay
Rewriter	The	essay	rewriter	tool	uses	advanced	algorithms	for	producing	similar	content.	It	maintains	its	original	meaning	and	structure.	With	it,	students	get	a	quality	paper	based	on	trusted	original	work	with	no	effort.	Free	Plagiarism	Checker	The	free	essays	no	plagiarism	database	allows	a	checker	tool	to	ensure	that	any	student’s	paper	is
original	and	free	from	plagiarism.	With	this	tool,	one	can	inspect	any	essay	against	billions	of	web	pages	and	academic	papers	to	make	sure	that	the	produced	work	is	original.	Paraphrasing	Tool	The	paraphrasing	tool	enables	one	to	rephrase	sentences	and	paragraphs	and	avoid	plagiarism.	This	tool	uses	advanced	algorithms	to	reword	the	text	while
maintaining	its	original	meaning.	Check	out	how	it	works	with	our	one-page	essay	examples.	Get	Help	With	Custom	Essay	Writing	From	Our	Experts	At	StudyMoose,	we	understand	that	sometimes	reading	good	essay	examples	is	not	enough.	Students	may	need	extra	help	with	their	tasks.	That’s	why	our	website	offers	custom	essay	writing	services
from	a	team	of	experienced	authors.	StudyMoose’s	staff	are	experts	in	their	fields.	In	case	you	require	assistance	with	any	research	paper,	report,	or	coursework,	our	free	essays	to	read	and	a	team	of	writers	will	assist	you.	Our	website	also	offers	editing	and	proofreading	services	to	ensure	that	any	submitted	assignments	are	free	from	errors.	Final
Thoughts	StudyMoose	believes	that	learning	should	be	accessible	to	everyone.	That’s	why	we’ve	created	a	database	of	completely	free	essays	online	that	learners	may	use	to	improve	their	‘penmanship’	skills.	With	it,	they	may	find	inspiration	for	writing.	StudyMoose	reviews	show	that	the	presented	instruments	make	the	process	of	studying	easier.
Our	platform	should	be	a	valuable	resource	for	you!	We	encourage	everyone	to	explore	the	database	of	all	kinds	of	papers,	including	short	essays	examples,	and	use	the	instruments	we	offer.	Contact	our	team	of	experts	if	you	need	additional	help.	They	are	always	there	for	you!	by	Sylvia	PlathYou	do	not	do,	you	do	not	doAny	more,	black	shoeIn	which
I	have	lived	like	a	footFor	thirty	years,	poor	and	white,Barely	daring	to	breathe	or	Achoo.Daddy,	I	have	had	to	kill	you.You	died	before	I	had	time——Marble-heavy,	a	bag	full	of	God,Ghastly	statue	with	one	gray	toeBig	as	a	Frisco	sealAnd	a	head	in	the	freakish	AtlanticWhere	it	pours	bean	green	over	blueIn	the	waters	off	beautiful	Nauset.I	used	to	pray
to	recover	you.Ach,	du.In	the	German	tongue,	in	the	Polish	townScraped	flat	by	the	rollerOf	wars,	wars,	wars.But	the	name	of	the	town	is	common.My	Polack	friendSays	there	are	a	dozen	or	two.So	I	never	could	tell	where	youPut	your	foot,	your	root,I	never	could	talk	to	you.The	tongue	stuck	in	my	jaw.It	stuck	in	a	barb	wire	snare.Ich,	ich,	ich,	ich,I
could	hardly	speak.I	thought	every	German	was	you.And	the	language	obsceneAn	engine,	an	engineChuffing	me	off	like	a	Jew.A	Jew	to	Dachau,	Auschwitz,	Belsen.I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew.I	think	I	may	well	be	a	Jew.The	snows	of	the	Tyrol,	the	clear	beer	of	ViennaAre	not	very	pure	or	true.With	my	gipsy	ancestress	and	my	weird	luckAnd	my	Taroc
pack	and	my	Taroc	packI	may	be	a	bit	of	a	Jew.I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.And	your	neat	mustacheAnd	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue.Panzer-man,	panzer-man,	O	You——Not	God	but	a	swastikaSo	black	no	sky	could	squeak	through.Every	woman	adores	a	Fascist,The	boot	in	the	face,	the	bruteBrute	heart	of	a
brute	like	you.You	stand	at	the	blackboard,	daddy,In	the	picture	I	have	of	you,A	cleft	in	your	chin	instead	of	your	footBut	no	less	a	devil	for	that,	no	notAny	less	the	black	man	whoBit	my	pretty	red	heart	in	two.I	was	ten	when	they	buried	you.At	twenty	I	tried	to	dieAnd	get	back,	back,	back	to	you.I	thought	even	the	bones	would	do.But	they	pulled	me
out	of	the	sack,And	they	stuck	me	together	with	glue.And	then	I	knew	what	to	do.I	made	a	model	of	you,A	man	in	black	with	a	Meinkampf	lookAnd	a	love	of	the	rack	and	the	screw.And	I	said	I	do,	I	do.So	daddy,	I’m	finally	through.The	black	telephone’s	off	at	the	root,The	voices	just	can’t	worm	through.If	I’ve	killed	one	man,	I’ve	killed	two——The
vampire	who	said	he	was	youAnd	drank	my	blood	for	a	year,Seven	years,	if	you	want	to	know.Daddy,	you	can	lie	back	now.There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black	heartAnd	the	villagers	never	liked	you.They	are	dancing	and	stamping	on	you.They	always	knew	it	was	you.Daddy,	daddy,	you	b***,	I’m	through.Summary	of	DaddyPopularity	of	“Daddy”:	Sylvia
Plath,	a	famous	American	poet	and	novelist,	wrote	‘Daddy’,	a	famous	literary	piece.	This	poem	is	about	her	father.	It	was	first	published	in	1965.	The	poem	presents	the	speaker’s	grief	over	the	loss	of	her	father.	It	also	shows	violence	against	women	and	the	impacts	of	male	domination.	The	poem	also	presents	a	generation	gap	that	is	the	root	cause	of
their	disturbed	relation.“Daddy”.	As	a	Representative	of	Loss:	This	poem	is	written	from	the	perspective	of	a	daughter	who	has	lost	her	father.	The	speaker,	very	skillfully,	presents	the	graphic	picture	of	her	father	and	narrates	how	her	father	used	to	treat	her	when	he	was	alive.	Ironically,	she	neither	longs	to	see	him	again	nor	does	she	lament	his
loss.	Instead,	she	talks	about	the	freedom	and	relief	she	feels	after	his	death.	Her	father	was	a	harsh	and	obscene	German	man	who	failed	to	give	her	comfort,	love,	and	support	she	needed	and	crippled	her	life.	Even	though	he	was	cruel,	brutal	and	overbearing,	she	loved	him.	Also,	after	his	death,	she	married	a	man	who	looked	like	her	father	which
added	more	pain	to	her	memories.	Throughout	the	poem,	she	compares	herself	with	Jews	and	her	father	with	Nazis	to	explain	her	father’s	nature.Major	Themes	in	“Daddy”:	Love,	hatred,	and	loss	are	the	major	themes	in	the	poem.	The	tormented	speaker	describes	her	life	with	her	father	before	his	death.	He	never	gave	her	love	and	support	and
forced	her	to	live	a	life	of	sufferings,	misery,	and	pain.	The	experience	and	torture	took	away	her	identity.	Despite	his	cold	behavior,	she	loved	him	dearly.	Unfortunately,	her	husband,	who	resembled	her	father	is	compared	to	a	vampire,	must	have	abused	her	and	her	marriage	lasted	seven	years.	By	the	end	of	the	poem,	she	gives	up	and	stops	running
after	the	shadow	of	her	father.literary	devices	are	tools	that	the	writers	use	to	compare	and	explain	the	deeper	significance	of	the	poem.	Sylvia	Plath	has	also	used	similes,	metaphors,	images	and	sound	devices	to	reveal	hidden	messages	about	her	relationship	with	her	father.	The	analysis	of	some	of	the	literary	devices	used	in	this	poem	has	been
given	below.Assonance:	Assonance	is	the	repetition	of	vowel	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/a/	in	“They	are	dancing	and	stamping	on	you”	and	the	sound	of	/e/	in	“I	was	ten	when	they	buried	you”.Metaphor:	It	is	a	figure	of	speech	in	which	an	implied	comparison	is	made	between	the	different	objects.	The	poet	has	compared	her	father,
husband	and	most	men,	in	general	with,	‘Black	shoe’;	‘Ghastly	statue’;	‘Panzer-	man’	and	‘Vampire’.Personification:	Personification	is	to	give	human	qualities	to	inanimate	objects.	The	poet	describes	her	father	as	a	train	taking	her	to	a	concentration	camp.	For	example,“An	engine,	an	engineChuffing	me	off	like	a	Jew.”“There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black
heartAnd	the	villagers	never	liked	you.”Alliteration:	Alliteration	is	the	repetition	of	consonant	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/m/	in	“I	made	a	model	of	you,”	and	the	sound	of	/h/	in	“Daddy,	I	have	had	to	kill	you”.Imagery:	Imagery	is	used	to	make	readers	perceive	things	involving	their	five	senses.	For	example,	“Any	more,	black	shoe,	In
which	I	have	lived	like	a	foot”;	“And	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue”	and	“But	they	pulled	me	out	of	the	sack.”Consonance:	Consonance	is	the	repetition	of	consonant	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/k/	in	“I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew”	and	the	sound	of	/r/	in	“Are	not	very	pure	or	true”.Simile:	It	is	a	figure	of	speech	used	to	compare	and	to	make
the	meanings	clear	to	the	readers.	There	are	two	similes	used	in	this	poem.	For	example,	“Big	as	a	Frisco	seal”.	The	father’s	toe	is	compared	to	a	massive	San	Francisco’s	seal.	In	the	sixth	stanza,	“I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew”	the	poet	compares	herself	with	the	Jews.Analysis	of	Poetic	Devices	in	“Daddy”Poetic	and	literary	devices	are	the	same,	but	a	few
are	used	only	in	poetry.	Here	is	the	analysis	of	some	of	the	poetic	devices	used	in	this	poem.	Stanza:	A	stanza	is	a	poetic	form	of	some	lines.	There	are	80	lines	in	this	poem	with	sixteen	stanzas.Quintin:	A	Quintin	is	a	five	lined	stanza.	Here,	each	stanza	consists	of	five	lines.Rhyme	Scheme:	There	is	no	specific	rhyme	scheme	used	in	this	poem.End
Rhyme:	End	Rhyme	is	used	to	make	the	stanza	melodious.	The	examples	of	end	rhymes	are	most	lines	that	end	with	‘oo’	sound.	For	example,	“blue/you”	and	“true/Jew.”Quotes	to	be	UsedThe	lines	stated	below	can	be	used	to	express	the	feelings	of	fear.	These	can	also	be	used	by	children	to	express	the	fear	they	feel	when	talking	with	their	father.“I
have	always	been	scared	of	you,With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.And	your	neat	mustacheAnd	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue.Panzer-man,	panzer-man,	O	You.”	by	Sylvia	PlathYou	do	not	do,	you	do	not	doAny	more,	black	shoeIn	which	I	have	lived	like	a	footFor	thirty	years,	poor	and	white,Barely	daring	to	breathe	or	Achoo.Daddy,	I	have	had	to	kill
you.You	died	before	I	had	time——Marble-heavy,	a	bag	full	of	God,Ghastly	statue	with	one	gray	toeBig	as	a	Frisco	sealAnd	a	head	in	the	freakish	AtlanticWhere	it	pours	bean	green	over	blueIn	the	waters	off	beautiful	Nauset.I	used	to	pray	to	recover	you.Ach,	du.In	the	German	tongue,	in	the	Polish	townScraped	flat	by	the	rollerOf	wars,	wars,	wars.But
the	name	of	the	town	is	common.My	Polack	friendSays	there	are	a	dozen	or	two.So	I	never	could	tell	where	youPut	your	foot,	your	root,I	never	could	talk	to	you.The	tongue	stuck	in	my	jaw.It	stuck	in	a	barb	wire	snare.Ich,	ich,	ich,	ich,I	could	hardly	speak.I	thought	every	German	was	you.And	the	language	obsceneAn	engine,	an	engineChuffing	me	off
like	a	Jew.A	Jew	to	Dachau,	Auschwitz,	Belsen.I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew.I	think	I	may	well	be	a	Jew.The	snows	of	the	Tyrol,	the	clear	beer	of	ViennaAre	not	very	pure	or	true.With	my	gipsy	ancestress	and	my	weird	luckAnd	my	Taroc	pack	and	my	Taroc	packI	may	be	a	bit	of	a	Jew.I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,With	your	Luftwaffe,	your
gobbledygoo.And	your	neat	mustacheAnd	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue.Panzer-man,	panzer-man,	O	You——Not	God	but	a	swastikaSo	black	no	sky	could	squeak	through.Every	woman	adores	a	Fascist,The	boot	in	the	face,	the	bruteBrute	heart	of	a	brute	like	you.You	stand	at	the	blackboard,	daddy,In	the	picture	I	have	of	you,A	cleft	in	your	chin	instead
of	your	footBut	no	less	a	devil	for	that,	no	notAny	less	the	black	man	whoBit	my	pretty	red	heart	in	two.I	was	ten	when	they	buried	you.At	twenty	I	tried	to	dieAnd	get	back,	back,	back	to	you.I	thought	even	the	bones	would	do.But	they	pulled	me	out	of	the	sack,And	they	stuck	me	together	with	glue.And	then	I	knew	what	to	do.I	made	a	model	of	you,A
man	in	black	with	a	Meinkampf	lookAnd	a	love	of	the	rack	and	the	screw.And	I	said	I	do,	I	do.So	daddy,	I’m	finally	through.The	black	telephone’s	off	at	the	root,The	voices	just	can’t	worm	through.If	I’ve	killed	one	man,	I’ve	killed	two——The	vampire	who	said	he	was	youAnd	drank	my	blood	for	a	year,Seven	years,	if	you	want	to	know.Daddy,	you	can
lie	back	now.There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black	heartAnd	the	villagers	never	liked	you.They	are	dancing	and	stamping	on	you.They	always	knew	it	was	you.Daddy,	daddy,	you	b***,	I’m	through.Summary	of	DaddyPopularity	of	“Daddy”:	Sylvia	Plath,	a	famous	American	poet	and	novelist,	wrote	‘Daddy’,	a	famous	literary	piece.	This	poem	is	about	her
father.	It	was	first	published	in	1965.	The	poem	presents	the	speaker’s	grief	over	the	loss	of	her	father.	It	also	shows	violence	against	women	and	the	impacts	of	male	domination.	The	poem	also	presents	a	generation	gap	that	is	the	root	cause	of	their	disturbed	relation.“Daddy”.	As	a	Representative	of	Loss:	This	poem	is	written	from	the	perspective	of
a	daughter	who	has	lost	her	father.	The	speaker,	very	skillfully,	presents	the	graphic	picture	of	her	father	and	narrates	how	her	father	used	to	treat	her	when	he	was	alive.	Ironically,	she	neither	longs	to	see	him	again	nor	does	she	lament	his	loss.	Instead,	she	talks	about	the	freedom	and	relief	she	feels	after	his	death.	Her	father	was	a	harsh	and
obscene	German	man	who	failed	to	give	her	comfort,	love,	and	support	she	needed	and	crippled	her	life.	Even	though	he	was	cruel,	brutal	and	overbearing,	she	loved	him.	Also,	after	his	death,	she	married	a	man	who	looked	like	her	father	which	added	more	pain	to	her	memories.	Throughout	the	poem,	she	compares	herself	with	Jews	and	her	father
with	Nazis	to	explain	her	father’s	nature.Major	Themes	in	“Daddy”:	Love,	hatred,	and	loss	are	the	major	themes	in	the	poem.	The	tormented	speaker	describes	her	life	with	her	father	before	his	death.	He	never	gave	her	love	and	support	and	forced	her	to	live	a	life	of	sufferings,	misery,	and	pain.	The	experience	and	torture	took	away	her	identity.
Despite	his	cold	behavior,	she	loved	him	dearly.	Unfortunately,	her	husband,	who	resembled	her	father	is	compared	to	a	vampire,	must	have	abused	her	and	her	marriage	lasted	seven	years.	By	the	end	of	the	poem,	she	gives	up	and	stops	running	after	the	shadow	of	her	father.literary	devices	are	tools	that	the	writers	use	to	compare	and	explain	the
deeper	significance	of	the	poem.	Sylvia	Plath	has	also	used	similes,	metaphors,	images	and	sound	devices	to	reveal	hidden	messages	about	her	relationship	with	her	father.	The	analysis	of	some	of	the	literary	devices	used	in	this	poem	has	been	given	below.Assonance:	Assonance	is	the	repetition	of	vowel	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of
/a/	in	“They	are	dancing	and	stamping	on	you”	and	the	sound	of	/e/	in	“I	was	ten	when	they	buried	you”.Metaphor:	It	is	a	figure	of	speech	in	which	an	implied	comparison	is	made	between	the	different	objects.	The	poet	has	compared	her	father,	husband	and	most	men,	in	general	with,	‘Black	shoe’;	‘Ghastly	statue’;	‘Panzer-	man’	and
‘Vampire’.Personification:	Personification	is	to	give	human	qualities	to	inanimate	objects.	The	poet	describes	her	father	as	a	train	taking	her	to	a	concentration	camp.	For	example,“An	engine,	an	engineChuffing	me	off	like	a	Jew.”“There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black	heartAnd	the	villagers	never	liked	you.”Alliteration:	Alliteration	is	the	repetition	of
consonant	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/m/	in	“I	made	a	model	of	you,”	and	the	sound	of	/h/	in	“Daddy,	I	have	had	to	kill	you”.Imagery:	Imagery	is	used	to	make	readers	perceive	things	involving	their	five	senses.	For	example,	“Any	more,	black	shoe,	In	which	I	have	lived	like	a	foot”;	“And	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue”	and	“But	they
pulled	me	out	of	the	sack.”Consonance:	Consonance	is	the	repetition	of	consonant	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/k/	in	“I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew”	and	the	sound	of	/r/	in	“Are	not	very	pure	or	true”.Simile:	It	is	a	figure	of	speech	used	to	compare	and	to	make	the	meanings	clear	to	the	readers.	There	are	two	similes	used	in	this	poem.	For
example,	“Big	as	a	Frisco	seal”.	The	father’s	toe	is	compared	to	a	massive	San	Francisco’s	seal.	In	the	sixth	stanza,	“I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew”	the	poet	compares	herself	with	the	Jews.Analysis	of	Poetic	Devices	in	“Daddy”Poetic	and	literary	devices	are	the	same,	but	a	few	are	used	only	in	poetry.	Here	is	the	analysis	of	some	of	the	poetic	devices	used
in	this	poem.	Stanza:	A	stanza	is	a	poetic	form	of	some	lines.	There	are	80	lines	in	this	poem	with	sixteen	stanzas.Quintin:	A	Quintin	is	a	five	lined	stanza.	Here,	each	stanza	consists	of	five	lines.Rhyme	Scheme:	There	is	no	specific	rhyme	scheme	used	in	this	poem.End	Rhyme:	End	Rhyme	is	used	to	make	the	stanza	melodious.	The	examples	of	end
rhymes	are	most	lines	that	end	with	‘oo’	sound.	For	example,	“blue/you”	and	“true/Jew.”Quotes	to	be	UsedThe	lines	stated	below	can	be	used	to	express	the	feelings	of	fear.	These	can	also	be	used	by	children	to	express	the	fear	they	feel	when	talking	with	their	father.“I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.And	your
neat	mustacheAnd	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue.Panzer-man,	panzer-man,	O	You.”	by	Sylvia	PlathYou	do	not	do,	you	do	not	doAny	more,	black	shoeIn	which	I	have	lived	like	a	footFor	thirty	years,	poor	and	white,Barely	daring	to	breathe	or	Achoo.Daddy,	I	have	had	to	kill	you.You	died	before	I	had	time——Marble-heavy,	a	bag	full	of	God,Ghastly	statue
with	one	gray	toeBig	as	a	Frisco	sealAnd	a	head	in	the	freakish	AtlanticWhere	it	pours	bean	green	over	blueIn	the	waters	off	beautiful	Nauset.I	used	to	pray	to	recover	you.Ach,	du.In	the	German	tongue,	in	the	Polish	townScraped	flat	by	the	rollerOf	wars,	wars,	wars.But	the	name	of	the	town	is	common.My	Polack	friendSays	there	are	a	dozen	or
two.So	I	never	could	tell	where	youPut	your	foot,	your	root,I	never	could	talk	to	you.The	tongue	stuck	in	my	jaw.It	stuck	in	a	barb	wire	snare.Ich,	ich,	ich,	ich,I	could	hardly	speak.I	thought	every	German	was	you.And	the	language	obsceneAn	engine,	an	engineChuffing	me	off	like	a	Jew.A	Jew	to	Dachau,	Auschwitz,	Belsen.I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew.I
think	I	may	well	be	a	Jew.The	snows	of	the	Tyrol,	the	clear	beer	of	ViennaAre	not	very	pure	or	true.With	my	gipsy	ancestress	and	my	weird	luckAnd	my	Taroc	pack	and	my	Taroc	packI	may	be	a	bit	of	a	Jew.I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.And	your	neat	mustacheAnd	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue.Panzer-man,
panzer-man,	O	You——Not	God	but	a	swastikaSo	black	no	sky	could	squeak	through.Every	woman	adores	a	Fascist,The	boot	in	the	face,	the	bruteBrute	heart	of	a	brute	like	you.You	stand	at	the	blackboard,	daddy,In	the	picture	I	have	of	you,A	cleft	in	your	chin	instead	of	your	footBut	no	less	a	devil	for	that,	no	notAny	less	the	black	man	whoBit	my
pretty	red	heart	in	two.I	was	ten	when	they	buried	you.At	twenty	I	tried	to	dieAnd	get	back,	back,	back	to	you.I	thought	even	the	bones	would	do.But	they	pulled	me	out	of	the	sack,And	they	stuck	me	together	with	glue.And	then	I	knew	what	to	do.I	made	a	model	of	you,A	man	in	black	with	a	Meinkampf	lookAnd	a	love	of	the	rack	and	the	screw.And	I
said	I	do,	I	do.So	daddy,	I’m	finally	through.The	black	telephone’s	off	at	the	root,The	voices	just	can’t	worm	through.If	I’ve	killed	one	man,	I’ve	killed	two——The	vampire	who	said	he	was	youAnd	drank	my	blood	for	a	year,Seven	years,	if	you	want	to	know.Daddy,	you	can	lie	back	now.There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black	heartAnd	the	villagers	never	liked
you.They	are	dancing	and	stamping	on	you.They	always	knew	it	was	you.Daddy,	daddy,	you	b***,	I’m	through.Summary	of	DaddyPopularity	of	“Daddy”:	Sylvia	Plath,	a	famous	American	poet	and	novelist,	wrote	‘Daddy’,	a	famous	literary	piece.	This	poem	is	about	her	father.	It	was	first	published	in	1965.	The	poem	presents	the	speaker’s	grief	over	the
loss	of	her	father.	It	also	shows	violence	against	women	and	the	impacts	of	male	domination.	The	poem	also	presents	a	generation	gap	that	is	the	root	cause	of	their	disturbed	relation.“Daddy”.	As	a	Representative	of	Loss:	This	poem	is	written	from	the	perspective	of	a	daughter	who	has	lost	her	father.	The	speaker,	very	skillfully,	presents	the	graphic
picture	of	her	father	and	narrates	how	her	father	used	to	treat	her	when	he	was	alive.	Ironically,	she	neither	longs	to	see	him	again	nor	does	she	lament	his	loss.	Instead,	she	talks	about	the	freedom	and	relief	she	feels	after	his	death.	Her	father	was	a	harsh	and	obscene	German	man	who	failed	to	give	her	comfort,	love,	and	support	she	needed	and
crippled	her	life.	Even	though	he	was	cruel,	brutal	and	overbearing,	she	loved	him.	Also,	after	his	death,	she	married	a	man	who	looked	like	her	father	which	added	more	pain	to	her	memories.	Throughout	the	poem,	she	compares	herself	with	Jews	and	her	father	with	Nazis	to	explain	her	father’s	nature.Major	Themes	in	“Daddy”:	Love,	hatred,	and
loss	are	the	major	themes	in	the	poem.	The	tormented	speaker	describes	her	life	with	her	father	before	his	death.	He	never	gave	her	love	and	support	and	forced	her	to	live	a	life	of	sufferings,	misery,	and	pain.	The	experience	and	torture	took	away	her	identity.	Despite	his	cold	behavior,	she	loved	him	dearly.	Unfortunately,	her	husband,	who
resembled	her	father	is	compared	to	a	vampire,	must	have	abused	her	and	her	marriage	lasted	seven	years.	By	the	end	of	the	poem,	she	gives	up	and	stops	running	after	the	shadow	of	her	father.literary	devices	are	tools	that	the	writers	use	to	compare	and	explain	the	deeper	significance	of	the	poem.	Sylvia	Plath	has	also	used	similes,	metaphors,
images	and	sound	devices	to	reveal	hidden	messages	about	her	relationship	with	her	father.	The	analysis	of	some	of	the	literary	devices	used	in	this	poem	has	been	given	below.Assonance:	Assonance	is	the	repetition	of	vowel	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/a/	in	“They	are	dancing	and	stamping	on	you”	and	the	sound	of	/e/	in	“I	was	ten
when	they	buried	you”.Metaphor:	It	is	a	figure	of	speech	in	which	an	implied	comparison	is	made	between	the	different	objects.	The	poet	has	compared	her	father,	husband	and	most	men,	in	general	with,	‘Black	shoe’;	‘Ghastly	statue’;	‘Panzer-	man’	and	‘Vampire’.Personification:	Personification	is	to	give	human	qualities	to	inanimate	objects.	The	poet
describes	her	father	as	a	train	taking	her	to	a	concentration	camp.	For	example,“An	engine,	an	engineChuffing	me	off	like	a	Jew.”“There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black	heartAnd	the	villagers	never	liked	you.”Alliteration:	Alliteration	is	the	repetition	of	consonant	sounds	in	the	same	line	such	as	the	sound	of	/m/	in	“I	made	a	model	of	you,”	and	the	sound	of
/h/	in	“Daddy,	I	have	had	to	kill	you”.Imagery:	Imagery	is	used	to	make	readers	perceive	things	involving	their	five	senses.	For	example,	“Any	more,	black	shoe,	In	which	I	have	lived	like	a	foot”;	“And	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue”	and	“But	they	pulled	me	out	of	the	sack.”Consonance:	Consonance	is	the	repetition	of	consonant	sounds	in	the	same	line
such	as	the	sound	of	/k/	in	“I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew”	and	the	sound	of	/r/	in	“Are	not	very	pure	or	true”.Simile:	It	is	a	figure	of	speech	used	to	compare	and	to	make	the	meanings	clear	to	the	readers.	There	are	two	similes	used	in	this	poem.	For	example,	“Big	as	a	Frisco	seal”.	The	father’s	toe	is	compared	to	a	massive	San	Francisco’s	seal.	In	the	sixth
stanza,	“I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew”	the	poet	compares	herself	with	the	Jews.Analysis	of	Poetic	Devices	in	“Daddy”Poetic	and	literary	devices	are	the	same,	but	a	few	are	used	only	in	poetry.	Here	is	the	analysis	of	some	of	the	poetic	devices	used	in	this	poem.	Stanza:	A	stanza	is	a	poetic	form	of	some	lines.	There	are	80	lines	in	this	poem	with	sixteen
stanzas.Quintin:	A	Quintin	is	a	five	lined	stanza.	Here,	each	stanza	consists	of	five	lines.Rhyme	Scheme:	There	is	no	specific	rhyme	scheme	used	in	this	poem.End	Rhyme:	End	Rhyme	is	used	to	make	the	stanza	melodious.	The	examples	of	end	rhymes	are	most	lines	that	end	with	‘oo’	sound.	For	example,	“blue/you”	and	“true/Jew.”Quotes	to	be
UsedThe	lines	stated	below	can	be	used	to	express	the	feelings	of	fear.	These	can	also	be	used	by	children	to	express	the	fear	they	feel	when	talking	with	their	father.“I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.And	your	neat	mustacheAnd	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue.Panzer-man,	panzer-man,	O	You.”	“Daddy”	by	Sylvia
Plath	is	a	powerful	and	complex	poem	that	explores	themes	of	father-daughter	relationships,	trauma	and	abuse,	gender	roles,	and	the	Holocaust.	Its	confessional	style	and	use	of	vivid	imagery	and	symbolism	have	made	it	a	significant	work	in	modern	poetry.	This	analysis	examines	the	poem’s	literary,	historical,	and	critical	contexts,	exploring	its
characters,	themes,	and	intertextual	connections.	It	sheds	light	on	Plath’s	own	experiences	and	the	cultural	and	historical	influences	that	shaped	this	haunting	and	unforgettable	work.	Daddy:	A	Literary	Analysis	of	Sylvia	Plath’s	Confessional	Masterpiece	Modernist,	Confessional,	Holocaust:	A	Tapestry	of	Influences	“Daddy”	stands	as	a	pivotal	work	in
the	annals	of	modern	poetry,	weaving	together	the	strands	of	modernism,	confessionalism,	and	Holocaust	literature.	Its	modernist	techniques,	such	as	fragmentation	and	stream	of	consciousness,	lend	an	air	of	fractured	reality.	As	a	confessional	poem,	it	unflinchingly	confronts	personal	trauma	and	abuse	with	raw	intensity.	And	amidst	its	haunting
imagery,	the	shadow	of	the	Holocaust	looms	large,	adding	a	layer	of	historical	horror.	Primary	Themes:	A	Symphony	of	Pain	and	Redemption	At	the	heart	of	“Daddy”	lie	several	primary	themes	that	resonate	deeply	with	readers:	Father-daughter	relationships:	The	poem	explores	the	fraught	dynamics	between	the	narrator	and	her	(abusive)	father,	a
figure	who	embodies	both	love	and	hate.	Trauma	and	abuse:	Through	the	narrator’s	recollections,	we	witness	the	psychological	and	emotional	scars	inflicted	by	a	toxic	parent.	Gender	roles:	The	poem	challenges	traditional	gender	norms,	depicting	a	female	narrator	who	defies	patriarchal	expectations.	Holocaust:	Plath	draws	parallels	between	her
personal	experiences	of	abuse	and	the	horrors	of	the	Nazi	genocide,	suggesting	a	universal	connection	between	individual	trauma	and	collective	suffering.	Characters:	A	Cast	of	Complex	and	Complicated	Figures	The	poem	revolves	around	three	primary	characters:	Narrator:	The	speaker	of	the	poem,	a	haunted	and	conflicted	woman	struggling	with
her	past.	Father:	A	tyrannical	and	belittling	figure	who	represents	both	the	narrator’s	abuser	and	a	symbol	of	fascism.	Nazi:	A	shadowy	presence	that	haunts	the	poem,	embodying	the	dehumanizing	horrors	of	the	Holocaust.	Symbolism:	A	Language	of	Metaphor	and	Meaning	“Daddy”	is	replete	with	powerful	symbols	that	enhance	its	thematic	depth:
Gas	oven:	A	chilling	reminder	of	the	Holocaust	and	the	potential	for	domestic	violence	to	become	deadly.	Black	leather	boots:	The	symbol	of	Nazi	brutality	and	the	father’s	domineering	presence.	Oven	as	uterus:	A	disturbing	image	that	suggests	the	violation	of	the	narrator’s	body	and	the	tragedy	of	her	lost	innocence.	Black	mass:	A	reference	to	a
Satanic	ritual,	symbolizing	the	narrator’s	descent	into	darkness.	Historical	Context:	The	Shadow	of	War	and	Its	Aftermath	In	the	tapestry	of	Sylvia	Plath’s	iconic	poem,	“Daddy,”	the	threads	of	history	intertwine,	casting	a	dark	shadow	over	the	shattered	psyche	of	the	narrator.	World	War	II,	a	cataclysmic	conflict	that	tore	the	globe	apart,	forms	the
somber	backdrop	of	the	poem.	The	horrors	of	the	Holocaust,	the	systemic	genocide	perpetrated	by	Nazi	Germany,	haunt	the	verses,	evoking	a	chilling	reminder	of	humanity’s	capacity	for	unspeakable	evil.	The	post-war	era	saw	a	profound	shift	in	global	consciousness,	grappling	with	the	aftermath	of	such	immense	tragedy.	The	Cold	War,	a	tense
ideological	battle	between	East	and	West,	cast	a	long	shadow	over	the	world,	fueling	a	pervasive	sense	of	dread	and	disillusionment.	These	existential	anxieties	permeate	“Daddy,”	seeping	into	the	narrator’s	tormented	psyche	and	shaping	the	poem’s	raw	and	unflinching	portrayal	of	trauma	and	loss.	Critical	Analysis	Critical	Analysis	“Daddy,”	a
powerful	confessional	poem	by	Sylvia	Plath,	has	ignited	a	firestorm	of	critical	discourse.	Experts	have	deployed	various	lenses	to	decipher	its	profound	depths.	Through	this	lens,	we	delve	into	the	narrator’s	troubled	psyche.	Her	complex	relationship	with	her	father	is	laid	bare,	revealing	deep-seated	trauma	and	unresolved	abuse.	“Daddy”
unflinchingly	confronts	gender	roles	and	their	oppressive	nature.	The	poem’s	female	narrator	is	a	victim	of	a	patriarchal	society	that	stifles	her	voice	and	agency.	“Daddy”	resonates	with	the	horrors	of	the	Holocaust.	The	father	figure	is	often	seen	as	a	Nazi	oppressor,	the	gas	oven	a	chilling	symbol	of	the	genocide’s	brutality.	Plath’s	poem	confronts
the	unspeakable,	forcing	us	to	reckon	with	the	darkness	of	history.	Intertextuality:	Weaving	Plath’s	“Daddy”	into	a	Tapestry	of	Art	Ladies	and	gents,	gear	up	for	an	intertextual	exploration	of	Sylvia	Plath’s	“Daddy,”	a	masterpiece	that’s	not	afraid	to	dive	deep	into	dark	waters.	Plath’s	Poetic	Lineage	Just	like	your	favorite	movie	sequels,	“Daddy”	has	its
own	literary	family.	Connect	it	to	Plath’s	other	confessional	works,	where	she	bared	her	soul	with	raw	emotional	intensity.	“Daddy”	shares	a	kinship	with	poems	like	“Lady	Lazarus”	and	“Ariel.”	They’re	all	about	identity,	trauma,	and	the	struggle	for	self-expression.	Confessional	Poetry:	Unveiling	the	Heart	“Daddy”	is	a	shining	star	in	the	constellation
of	confessional	poetry.	It’s	like	a	diary	entry	that	the	whole	world	gets	to	read.	Unlike	other	confessional	poets,	Plath	doesn’t	just	whisper	her	secrets.	She	screams	them,	giving	“Daddy”	a	raw	and	cathartic	power.	Holocaust	Literature:	Confronting	the	Unthinkable	Beyond	its	personal	echoes,	“Daddy”	resonates	with	the	horrors	of	the	Holocaust.
Plath’s	father	was	a	Nazi	sympathizer,	and	she	channels	her	anger	and	grief	into	the	poem’s	harrowing	imagery.	Connect	“Daddy”	to	other	Holocaust	literature	and	films,	like	“Night”	by	Elie	Wiesel	and	“Schindler’s	List”	by	Steven	Spielberg.	It’s	a	testament	to	the	lasting	impact	of	genocide	and	how	it	shapes	both	individuals	and	societies.	In	her	1962
poem	“Daddy,”	Sylvia	Plath	used	an	array	of	simple	language,	passionate	emotions	and	personal	experiences	to	create	a	work	that	helps	us	observe	the	resolution	of	her	father’s	death	and	the	ensuing	freedom	she	obtained	from	finding	this	closure.		This	specific	poem	was	written	only	4	months	before	her	impending	suicide	and	is	highly
autobiographical	in	nature.		The	discussion	of	her	father’s	death,	her	failed	marriage	and	her	suicide	attempts	are	all	very	compelling.		The	use	of	imagery,	along	with	the	rhyme	and	rhythm	of	the	poem	make	it	a	great	study	for	beginner	to	advanced	students.		The	evolution	of	the	victim	becoming	the	victimizer	is	shown	by	the	way	she	included	vivid
imagery,	integrated	her	personal	transformation	(by	using	her	own	timeline	and	experiences)	and	featured	the	use	of	language	that	changed	the	tone	of	the	poem	as	it	progressed.				A	very	distinct	component	of	this	poem	is	Plath’s	use	of	imagery,	and	its	depictions,	as	progress	is	made	to	move	away	from	victimization	throughout	the	work.		There	are
several	distinct	images	throughout	the	poem,	generally	depicting	her	father	in	certain	ways.		Imagery	begins	with	her	father’s	“black	shoe,”	essentially	beginning	the	journey	by	portraying	the	entrapment	she	felt	from	him	during	her	life.		Her	existence	is	akin	that	to	a	prisoner	of	his	shadow,	as	a	foot	is	out	of	his	shoe.		Also,	in	portraying	him	as	a
great	statue,	she	alludes	to	the	fact	that	she	thought	her	father	was	god	when	he	died	(Perloff).			A	greater	illustration	of	her	father	continues	as	she	depicts	him	as	a	German	Nazi	and	herself	as	a	Jew.		She	evokes	great	emotional	tension	from	these	unique	images,	as	she	makes	reference	to	real	life	events	of	history.		Her	colorful	images	only	continue
as	the	rhyme	moves	on.		The	depiction	of	her	first	suicide	attempt,	and	treatment	of	such,	continues	to	display	her	state	of	mind.		As	she	moves	to	depicting	the	‘man	in	black,’	we	see	the	inference	of	her	husband	and	failed	subsequent	marriage	take	part	in	the	transition.		We	are	presented	with	visualization	of	how	her	inability	to	recover	from	her
father’s	death,	followed	her	throughout	her	life.		The	gothic	image	of	a	vampire	is	also	given	to	us	as	we	start	to	realize	she	felt	that	both	of	these	men,	and	perhaps	all	men,	were	only	taking	the	life	force	from	her.		The	poem	seems	to	be	a	spoken	desire	to	be	free.		In	the	last	stanzas,	we	are	engulfed	with	an	image	that	supports	her	breaking	free
from	being	a	victim	and	in	that	becoming	a	victimizer.		She,	in	essence,	kills	both	her	father	and	her	husband	as	she	attains	her	freedom	from	them.		As	she	speaks	of	her	resolution,	we	see	her	finally	break	away	from	the	grip	that	has	seemingly	contained	her	for	so	long.		In	short,	each	image	is	exceptional	in	displaying	the	emotions	along	the	journey
to	break	away	from	her	oppression	and	insists	we	visualize	each	and	every	moment	of	her	agony	(Rose).	As	is	noteworthy	of	all	confessional	poets,	throughout	the	poem	there	are	established	personal	aspects	that	are	integrated	into	the	work.		This,	perhaps,	simulates	her	own	transition	from	being	a	victim	in	her	own	existence.		The	timeline	within	the
poem	mimics	the	timeline	of	her	life,	in	reference	to	significant	events.		The	beginning	portrays	a	powerless	child’s	response	to	the	untimely	death	of	her	father,	fictionalized	from	her	own	struggles.		As	this	child	matures	into	adulthood,	the	illogical	search	to	join	her	father	leads	to	an	attempt	at	suicide	that	was	unsuccessful.		Sylvia’s	own	suicide
attempts	and	treatments	began	at	such	an	age	that	mirrors	the	poem.		The	depiction	that	she	found	a	man	with	her	father’s	attributes	and	took	him	for	a	husband	of	seven	years,	again	continues	to	tell	the	story	of	her	own	futile	marriage.		As	she	resolves	to	find	her	own	assertions,	we	see	the	theoretical	killing	of	not	just	one	man,	but	two.		This	is
indicative	of	her	finally	taking	herself	back	and	‘killing’	the	men	that	are	holding	her	back	from	progressing	from	her	stasis	state	of	mind	(Britzolakis).		Her	use	of	language,	and	changing	tone,	depict	the	actual	‘voice’	that	is	shown	throughout	the	poem.		In	the	beginning,	you	see	a	more	powerless	attribute	to	the	prose	of	the	poem.		The	depiction	of	a
naïve	and	perhaps	bitter	child	is	noted	as	the	description	of	the	father	entails.		There	is	a	notion	that	she	is	able	to	process	things	only	as	a	child	with	the	integration	of	‘nursery	rhyming.’		The	feeling	that	a	child	may	take	as	a	victim,	as	they	are	angry	with	their	beloved	parent,	dominates.			As	the	poem	progresses	to	the	end,	there	is	a	more
unpleasant,	spiteful,	arrogant	and	cruel	tone	which	ensues	with	the	language.		The	depiction	of	the	central	character	changes	as	the	more	aggressive	victimizer	takes	precedence	at	the	end	of	the	poem	(Critical	Analysis).	The	overall	effect	of	reading	something	so	dramatic	and	passionate	causes	empathy	for	the	victim	as	she	evolves	in	her	control.		As
a	reader,	we	are	able	to	comprehend	the	struggle	throughout	the	journey	with	her	use	of	such	intense	images	and	language.		A	reflection	of	her	agony	is	quite	direct	as	she	processes	through	events	of	her	own	life.		The	enlightenment	she	obtains	at	the	end	seems	merited	after	the	adversities.		There	is	no	doubt	that	her	persona	was	portrayed	in	such
an	intimate	poem.				As	she	successfully	evokes	powerful	emotions,	we	see	that	she	is	able	to	obtain	a	freedom	that	she	so	desired.	Works	Cited:	Britzolakis,	Christina.	Sylvia	Plath	and	The	Theatre	of	Mourning.	Oxford:	Clarendon	Press,	1999.	Print.	"Critical	Analysis	of	Sylvia	Plath’s	“Daddy”."	Literature	Essays.	N.p.,	2011.	Web.	18	Apr	2012.	<	.
Perloff,	Marjorie.	Poetic	License:	Essays	on	Modernist	and	Postmodernist	Lyric.	Northwestern	University	Press,	1990.	Print.	Plath,	S.,	and	T.	Hughes.	The	Collected	Poems.	Harper	Perennial,	1983.	Rose,	Jacqueline.	The	Haunting	of	Sylvia	Plath.	Cambridge:	Harvard	University	Press	,	1992	“Daddy”	by	Sylvia	Plath	first	appeared	in	1965	in	her
posthumously	published	collection,	Ariel,	is	characterized	by	its	raw,	visceral	language	and	stark	imagery.“Daddy”	by	Sylvia	Plath	first	appeared	in	1965	in	her	posthumously	published	collection,	Ariel,	is	characterized	by	its	raw,	visceral	language	and	stark	imagery,	delving	into	the	complex	and	tormented	relationship	between	the	speaker	and	her
deceased	father.	The	poem	employs	a	dark	and	often	disturbing	tone,	utilizing	disturbing	metaphors	and	allusions	to	the	Holocaust	and	Nazism	to	convey	the	speaker’s	feelings	of	oppression	and	trauma.	“Daddy”	is	a	powerful	and	unsettling	exploration	of	grief,	anger,	and	the	lasting	impact	of	parental	figures.You	do	not	do,	you	do	not	do			Any	more,
black	shoeIn	which	I	have	lived	like	a	foot			For	thirty	years,	poor	and	white,			Barely	daring	to	breathe	or	Achoo.Daddy,	I	have	had	to	kill	you.			You	died	before	I	had	time——Marble-heavy,	a	bag	full	of	God,			Ghastly	statue	with	one	gray	toe			Big	as	a	Frisco	sealAnd	a	head	in	the	freakish	Atlantic			Where	it	pours	bean	green	over	blue			In	the	waters
off	beautiful	Nauset.			I	used	to	pray	to	recover	you.Ach,	du.In	the	German	tongue,	in	the	Polish	town			Scraped	flat	by	the	rollerOf	wars,	wars,	wars.But	the	name	of	the	town	is	common.			My	Polack	friendSays	there	are	a	dozen	or	two.			So	I	never	could	tell	where	you			Put	your	foot,	your	root,I	never	could	talk	to	you.The	tongue	stuck	in	my	jaw.It
stuck	in	a	barb	wire	snare.			Ich,	ich,	ich,	ich,I	could	hardly	speak.I	thought	every	German	was	you.			And	the	language	obsceneAn	engine,	an	engineChuffing	me	off	like	a	Jew.A	Jew	to	Dachau,	Auschwitz,	Belsen.			I	began	to	talk	like	a	Jew.I	think	I	may	well	be	a	Jew.The	snows	of	the	Tyrol,	the	clear	beer	of	Vienna			Are	not	very	pure	or	true.With	my
gipsy	ancestress	and	my	weird	luck			And	my	Taroc	pack	and	my	Taroc	packI	may	be	a	bit	of	a	Jew.I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.			And	your	neat	mustacheAnd	your	Aryan	eye,	bright	blue.Panzer-man,	panzer-man,	O	You——Not	God	but	a	swastikaSo	black	no	sky	could	squeak	through.			Every	woman	adores
a	Fascist,			The	boot	in	the	face,	the	brute			Brute	heart	of	a	brute	like	you.You	stand	at	the	blackboard,	daddy,			In	the	picture	I	have	of	you,A	cleft	in	your	chin	instead	of	your	foot			But	no	less	a	devil	for	that,	no	not			Any	less	the	black	man	whoBit	my	pretty	red	heart	in	two.I	was	ten	when	they	buried	you.			At	twenty	I	tried	to	dieAnd	get	back,	back,
back	to	you.I	thought	even	the	bones	would	do.But	they	pulled	me	out	of	the	sack,			And	they	stuck	me	together	with	glue.			And	then	I	knew	what	to	do.I	made	a	model	of	you,A	man	in	black	with	a	Meinkampf	lookAnd	a	love	of	the	rack	and	the	screw.			And	I	said	I	do,	I	do.So	daddy,	I’m	finally	through.The	black	telephone’s	off	at	the	root,			The	voices
just	can’t	worm	through.If	I’ve	killed	one	man,	I’ve	killed	two——The	vampire	who	said	he	was	you			And	drank	my	blood	for	a	year,Seven	years,	if	you	want	to	know.Daddy,	you	can	lie	back	now.There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black	heart			And	the	villagers	never	liked	you.They	are	dancing	and	stamping	on	you.			They	always	knew	it	was	you.Daddy,	daddy,
you	bastard,	I’m	through.StanzaAnnotation1The	speaker	describes	her	relationship	with	her	father,	comparing	him	to	a	black	shoe	she’s	been	trapped	in.2The	speaker	says	she’s	had	to	“kill”	her	father,	who	died	before	she	could	understand	him.3The	speaker	recalls	her	father’s	German	heritage	and	her	own	conflicted	feelings	about	it.4The	speaker
describes	her	inability	to	communicate	with	her	father,	even	after	his	death.5The	speaker	identifies	with	the	Jewish	victims	of	the	Holocaust,	feeling	a	sense	of	shared	suffering.6The	speaker	addresses	her	father’s	Nazi	past	and	her	own	fear	of	him.7The	speaker	recalls	her	father’s	presence	in	her	life,	even	after	his	death.8The	speaker	describes	her
attempts	to	reconnect	with	her	father,	even	in	death.9The	speaker	creates	a	new	image	of	her	father,	one	that	allows	her	to	break	free	from	his	influence.10The	speaker	declares	her	independence	from	her	father’s	legacy.11The	speaker	confronts	her	father’s	dark	past	and	her	own	complicity	in	it.12The	speaker	finds	closure,	declaring	“Daddy,
daddy,	you	bastard,	I’m	through.”Literary	DeviceExampleExplanationAlliteration“Barely	daring	to	breathe	or	Achoo.”The	repetition	of	the	‘b’	sound	creates	a	rhythmic	effect	and	emphasizes	the	struggle	to	breathe.Assonance“In	which	I	have	lived	like	a	foot”The	repetition	of	the	‘i’	sound	creates	a	musical	quality,	enhancing	the	poem’s
tone.Metaphor“Marble-heavy,	a	bag	full	of	God,”Compares	the	father	to	a	marble-heavy,	god-like	statue,	highlighting	his	oppressive	and	larger-than-life	presence.Simile“Lived	like	a	foot	/	For	thirty	years”Compares	the	speaker’s	life	to	that	of	a	foot	inside	a	shoe,	suggesting	confinement	and	restriction.Imagery“Bean	green	over	blue	/	In	the	waters	off
beautiful	Nauset.”Vivid	description	of	the	sea	colors	and	location,	creating	a	strong	visual	image	for	the	reader.Hyperbole“I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,	/	With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.”Exaggerates	the	father’s	attributes	to	emphasize	the	speaker’s	fear	and	the	father’s	intimidating	presence.Personification“An	engine,	an	engine	/
Chuffing	me	off	like	a	Jew.”Gives	the	engine	human-like	qualities,	emphasizing	the	mechanical	and	relentless	nature	of	oppression.Allusion“Dachau,	Auschwitz,	Belsen”References	to	Holocaust	concentration	camps,	invoking	historical	atrocities	to	deepen	the	poem’s	impact.Irony“Every	woman	adores	a	Fascist”The	statement	is	ironic	because	it
contrasts	the	horrific	nature	of	Fascism	with	the	idea	of	adoration,	highlighting	the	complexity	of	the	speaker’s	feelings.Anaphora“Ich,	ich,	ich,	ich”The	repetition	of	“ich”	(I)	at	the	beginning	of	successive	lines	emphasizes	the	speaker’s	struggle	with	identity	and	expression.Consonance“So	black	no	sky	could	squeak	through.”The	repetition	of	the	‘k’
sound	enhances	the	harshness	and	finality	of	the	statement.Symbolism“The	black	telephone’s	off	at	the	root”The	black	telephone	symbolizes	the	severed	connection	with	the	father,	indicating	finality	and	liberation.Tone“Daddy,	I’m	finally	through.”The	tone	here	is	resolute	and	triumphant,	marking	the	speaker’s	declaration	of	independence	from	her
father’s	influence.Juxtaposition“Panzer-man,	panzer-man,	O	You——	/	Not	God	but	a	swastika”Juxtaposes	the	image	of	a	powerful	Panzer-man	with	the	swastika,	contrasting	humanity	and	inhumanity.Oxymoron“Ghastly	statue”Combines	contradictory	terms	to	describe	the	father,	highlighting	his	haunting	and	imposing	nature.Apostrophe“Daddy,	I
have	had	to	kill	you.”Directly	addresses	the	father,	despite	his	absence,	creating	an	emotional	and	confrontational	tone.Paradox“I	may	be	a	bit	of	a	Jew.”The	paradox	lies	in	the	speaker’s	claim	of	being	Jewish,	despite	not	being	Jewish	by	heritage,	symbolizing	her	identification	with	victimhood.Enjambment“I	made	a	model	of	you,	/	A	man	in	black	with
a	Meinkampf	look”The	continuation	of	a	sentence	without	a	pause	beyond	the	end	of	a	line	creates	a	sense	of	urgency	and	fluidity.Repetition“Ach,	du.”The	repetition	of	“Ach,	du”	emphasizes	the	emotional	intensity	and	frustration	of	the	speaker.End	Rhyme“Daddy,	daddy,	you	bastard,	I’m	through.”The	rhyme	of	“through”	with	the	earlier	lines	adds	a
sense	of	closure	and	finality	to	the	poem’s	conclusion.Oppression	and	Power:	“Daddy”	explores	themes	of	oppression	and	the	overpowering	presence	of	the	father	figure	in	the	speaker’s	life.	Plath	uses	vivid	imagery	and	metaphors	to	depict	the	father	as	an	authoritarian	figure,	comparing	him	to	a	“black	shoe”	in	which	she	has	“lived	like	a	foot	/	For
thirty	years.”	This	metaphor	suggests	confinement	and	suffocation,	reflecting	the	oppressive	control	the	father	exerted	over	her.	The	repeated	references	to	Nazi	imagery,	such	as	“Luftwaffe”	and	“swastika,”	further	emphasize	the	tyrannical	power	he	held,	likening	his	influence	to	the	brutal	and	authoritarian	regime	of	the	Nazis.Identity	and	Self:	The
poem	delves	into	the	speaker’s	struggle	with	her	own	identity,	heavily	influenced	by	her	father’s	domineering	presence.	Plath	describes	her	inability	to	speak	in	his	presence	with	lines	like	“The	tongue	stuck	in	my	jaw.	/	It	stuck	in	a	barb	wire	snare.	/	Ich,	ich,	ich,	ich.”	This	stuttering	represents	her	struggle	to	find	her	own	voice	and	assert	her	identity
in	the	shadow	of	her	father.	The	confusion	about	her	heritage	and	identity	is	further	highlighted	when	she	says,	“I	think	I	may	well	be	a	Jew,”	indicating	her	internal	conflict	and	the	extent	to	which	her	father’s	influence	has	distorted	her	sense	of	self.Death	and	Mourning:	“Daddy”	is	imbued	with	themes	of	death	and	mourning,	reflecting	the	speaker’s
complex	feelings	towards	her	deceased	father.	Plath	expresses	both	a	longing	for	and	a	rejection	of	her	father,	illustrating	the	ambivalence	of	her	grief.	She	recalls	her	father’s	death	and	her	attempt	to	join	him,	saying,	“At	twenty	I	tried	to	die	/	And	get	back,	back,	back	to	you.”	This	demonstrates	the	deep	sense	of	loss	and	unresolved	mourning	that
plagues	the	speaker.	Yet,	by	the	end	of	the	poem,	she	asserts	her	liberation	from	his	memory	with	the	powerful	declaration,	“Daddy,	daddy,	you	bastard,	I’m	through,”	indicating	a	desire	to	move	beyond	her	grief.Conflict	and	Resolution:	The	poem	is	a	journey	through	the	speaker’s	internal	conflict	and	ultimate	resolution	regarding	her	father’s
memory	and	influence.	The	intense	emotions	range	from	fear	and	resentment	to	a	final	act	of	defiance.	The	line,	“I	have	had	to	kill	you.	/	You	died	before	I	had	time,”	underscores	the	unresolved	conflict	she	feels	towards	her	father’s	premature	death	and	the	lasting	impact	on	her	life.	The	resolution	comes	as	she	metaphorically	kills	his	overpowering
influence	by	stating,	“There’s	a	stake	in	your	fat	black	heart,”	symbolizing	her	triumph	over	his	oppressive	memory.	This	resolution	is	a	cathartic	release,	enabling	her	to	declare,	“Daddy,	I’m	finally	through,”	signifying	her	emancipation	from	his	control.Literary	TheoryReference	from	the	PoemAnalysisPsychoanalytic	Theory“Daddy,	/	You	died	before	I
had	time——”	(lines	2-3)The	speaker’s	fixation	on	her	father’s	death	and	her	feelings	of	abandonment	and	anger	towards	him	reveal	a	classic	Oedipal	complex.Feminist	Theory“Every	woman	adores	a	Fascist,	/	The	boot	in	the	face,	the	brute	/	Brute	heart	of	a	brute	like	you.”	(lines	48-50)The	speaker	critiques	the	patriarchal	society	that	glorifies
masculine	power	and	dominance,	and	condemns	her	father’s	fascist	ideology.Postcolonial	Theory“I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,	/	With	your	Luftwaffe,	your	gobbledygoo.”	(lines	33-34)The	speaker’s	fear	of	her	father’s	German	heritage	and	her	own	conflicted	identity	as	a	result	of	colonialism	and	war	are	evident	in	these	lines.How	does	Plath	use
imagery	and	language	to	portray	her	complex	relationship	with	her	father?Plath	employs	visceral	and	often	disturbing	imagery	to	depict	her	father	as	a	domineering	and	oppressive	figure.	The	metaphors	of	“black	shoe”	and	“Ghastly	statue	with	one	grey	toe”	paint	a	picture	of	a	cold,	unfeeling	presence	that	has	confined	and	stifled	her.	The	use	of
German	words	like	“Ach,	du”	and	references	to	the	Holocaust	further	emphasizes	the	oppressive	and	destructive	nature	of	this	relationship,	highlighting	its	lasting	impact	on	the	speaker’s	psyche.What	is	the	significance	of	the	recurring	motif	of	Nazism	and	the	Holocaust	in	the	poem?Plath	uses	the	imagery	of	Nazism	and	the	Holocaust	to	symbolize
the	power	dynamics	and	trauma	within	her	relationship	with	her	father.	The	father	is	likened	to	a	Nazi	officer,	while	the	speaker	identifies	with	the	Jewish	victims,	suggesting	feelings	of	persecution	and	victimization.	This	comparison	serves	to	magnify	the	intensity	of	the	speaker’s	emotions	and	her	perception	of	the	father	as	a	tyrannical	figure	who
has	inflicted	deep	psychological	wounds.How	does	the	poem	explore	the	themes	of	identity	and	self-discovery?Throughout	the	poem,	the	speaker	grapples	with	her	identity,	questioning	her	heritage	and	sense	of	self	due	to	the	influence	of	her	father.	The	repeated	phrase	“I	think	I	may	well	be	a	Jew”	reflects	this	uncertainty	and	the	internalization	of
her	father’s	oppressive	identity.	However,	the	act	of	writing	and	confronting	her	past	through	the	poem	can	be	seen	as	a	step	towards	reclaiming	her	own	voice	and	identity,	separate	from	the	shadow	of	her	father.What	is	the	significance	of	the	final	stanza	and	the	declaration	“Daddy,	daddy,	you	bastard,	I’m	through”?This	final	declaration	is	a
powerful	assertion	of	independence	and	liberation	from	the	father’s	influence.	The	use	of	the	derogatory	term	“bastard”	signifies	a	rejection	of	his	authority	and	a	refusal	to	be	defined	by	his	memory.	The	repetition	of	“Daddy”	emphasizes	the	speaker’s	final	break	from	the	childish	term	of	endearment,	signifying	a	newfound	maturity	and	self-
assurance.	The	concluding	line	“I’m	through”	suggests	a	sense	of	closure	and	the	end	of	a	long	and	painful	struggle	with	the	past.“Lady	Lazarus”	by	Sylvia	Plath:	Both	poems	explore	themes	of	death,	resurrection,	and	defiance	against	oppression.	“Lady	Lazarus”	delves	into	the	speaker’s	repeated	attempts	at	suicide	and	her	subsequent	rebirths,	much
like	“Daddy”	deals	with	the	speaker’s	relationship	with	her	deceased	father	and	her	struggle	for	liberation.“The	Colossus”	by	Sylvia	Plath:	This	poem	also	addresses	the	overwhelming	presence	of	a	father	figure.	In	“The	Colossus,”	Plath	depicts	her	father	as	a	monumental	statue,	symbolizing	his	imposing	and	dominating	influence,	similar	to	the
authoritarian	image	portrayed	in	“Daddy.”“The	Applicant”	by	Sylvia	Plath:	“The	Applicant”	critiques	societal	expectations	and	the	dehumanizing	effects	of	conforming	to	roles,	paralleling	the	sense	of	entrapment	and	rebellion	found	in	“Daddy.”	Both	poems	highlight	Plath’s	critique	of	oppressive	structures	and	her	struggle	for	identity.“Do	Not	Go
Gentle	into	That	Good	Night”	by	Dylan	Thomas:	This	poem	shares	a	thematic	focus	on	death	and	defiance.	While	Thomas	urges	his	father	to	resist	death	fiercely,	“Daddy”	features	a	similar	intensity	of	emotion	as	the	speaker	confronts	and	ultimately	breaks	free	from	her	father’s	overpowering	legacy.“Those	Winter	Sundays”	by	Robert	Hayden:	Both
poems	explore	complex	father-child	relationships	marked	by	fear,	reverence,	and	unspoken	tensions.	In	“Those	Winter	Sundays,”	Hayden	reflects	on	his	father’s	sacrifices	and	the	speaker’s	delayed	understanding,	akin	to	the	ambivalent	feelings	of	love	and	resentment	in	“Daddy.QuotationContextTheoretical	Concept“You	died	before	I	had	time
——”Speaker’s	father’s	deathPsychoanalytic	Theory:	Oedipal	complex,	father	fixation“Every	woman	adores	a	Fascist,	/	The	boot	in	the	face,	the	brute	/	Brute	heart	of	a	brute	like	you.”Critique	of	patriarchal	societyFeminist	Theory:	critique	of	patriarchal	power,	gender	dynamics“I	have	always	been	scared	of	you,	/	With	your	Luftwaffe,	your
gobbledygoo.”Fear	of	father’s	German	heritagePostcolonial	Theory:	colonialism,	identity	conflict“I	thought	every	German	was	you.	/	And	the	language	obscene”Association	of	language	with	fatherLacanian	Psychoanalysis:	language	as	symbolic	order,	father	as	symbolic	figure“Daddy,	daddy,	you	bastard,	I’m	through.”Speaker’s	declaration	of
independenceFeminist	Theory:	empowerment,	breaking	free	from	patriarchal	constraints


