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You should always separate direct speech from the reporting clause by a comma.If we look at an example: Peter said, Its raining!Peter said is a reporting clause, as it lets us know that it was Peter who spoke.This clause is separated by a comma from Peters direct speech, which is represented by the text between the speech marks (Its raining!).
Speech markers are very useful tools in conversation, helping us manage the flow of dialogue. They allow us to pause, think, or gather our thoughts without leaving awkward silences. While they may not carry meaning on their own, speech markers contribute to a smoother and more natural exchange of ideas. In this article, well explore different
types of speech markers, including filler words, discourse markers, and filler phrases. By the end, well understand how to use them effectively to improve our spoken English and enhance our conversational skills. Here are some example sentences, can you find where the speech markers or discourse markers are? Well, I guess we can go now. You
know, Ive never been to that restaurant. So, what do we do next? Um, I think I forgot my keys. I mean, its not a big deal. Discourse markers/filler words that we used: Well, You know, So, Um, I mean Filler words are often used to bridge the gaps in speech when a person needs a moment to think or find the right word. Common filler words include
They are used frequently in informal speech, especially when the speaker is unsure or hesitant. While filler words dont add meaning to the sentence, they help maintain the flow of conversation by giving the speaker time to gather their thoughts. It is natural for speakers to use filler words in everyday speech, but it is essential to be aware of how
often they appear. Overusing them can make you sound less confident or less prepared. In conversations, filler words often appear during pauses or when the speaker is formulating their next idea. For example, you might use um when you are uncertain about what to say next, or you know when you are trying to ensure the listener is following along.
Related: Paragraph About Climate Change + Example Sentences Speech fillers Filler WordExamples of fillers in sentencesUmUm, Im not sure if I understand the question.UhUh, can you give me a minute to think?LikeLike, I didnt even realize what happened.You knowYou know, I think we should try a different approach.WellWell, Im not sure thats
the best idea. Here are 5 more examples of sentences using filler words: Um, Ive never been to that restaurant before. You know, I heard theyre planning a big event this weekend. Uh, I need to check my schedule before I confirm. Like, I just dont think its going to work out. Well, its not really what I had in mind. Filler words help to avoid awkward
silences in conversations but should be used in moderation. Overusing them can make your speech sound less confident or unpolished. Its important to note that while filler words are a natural part of speech, reducing their frequency can make you sound more fluent and assured in conversations. Related: Giving Directions in English: A Simple Guide
Discourse markers are words or phrases used to guide the listener through a conversation. They help connect ideas, signal transitions, or indicate how the speaker feels about the topic. Unlike filler words, discourse markers often help to structure speech by showing relationships between different parts of the conversation. They can indicate contrast,
addition, cause, or other logical connections between ideas. For example, you might say However, when introducing a contrasting point, or So to indicate that you are summarizing or moving to a new topic. Discourse markers are particularly useful in more formal settings, such as meetings or presentations, as they help to organize your speech and
make it easier for listeners to follow your arguments. Related: Second Language Acquisition: How it works Discourse markers Related: Adjunct Examples: Enhance Your English Speaking & Writing Here are 10 examples of sentences using discourse markers: Well, thats an interesting point. However, Im not sure if its the right time. So, what do we do
next? On the other hand, we could try another method. Anyway, lets focus on the main issue. By the way, did you hear about the meeting tomorrow? In addition, we need to prepare the materials. For instance, you could practice more often. But, I thought we agreed on a different plan. Actually, I think we might need more information. Discourse
markers play a critical role in organizing spoken discourse. They help listeners follow the conversation and understand the direction the speaker is taking. In informal conversations, they help to signal a shift in tone or topic, which keeps the flow of the conversation engaging and clear. Related: Rhetorical Questions: 40 Examples For Communicative
English Discourse markers are often used to introduce new ideas or shift the direction of a discussion. When starting a paragraph, they help signal to the reader what to expect and guide them through the progression of the text. Using discourse markers at the beginning of a paragraph can make the writing flow more smoothly and allow for clearer
transitions between ideas. Discourse markers to start a paragraph Discourse MarkerExample SentenceFirstlyFirstly, we need to understand the implications of this decision.In additionIn addition, there are several other factors to consider.HoweverHowever, some may argue that this approach could be risky.On the other handOn the other hand, this
strategy has been effective in the past.For exampleFor example, studies have shown a positive correlation between these two variables.Using discourse markers at the start of paragraphs or essay sections helps structure writing and enhances readability. Filler phrases are short expressions used to fill pauses in speech while the speaker gathers their
thoughts. These phrases often act as signals that the speaker isnt finished talking and help maintain a conversations rhythm. Some common filler phrases include I mean, The thing is, and Well, you see. These phrases typically do not carry significant meaning but help give the speaker a moment to pause and think about what to say next. Using filler
phrases allows the speaker to appear more thoughtful and engaged, but overusing them can make the conversation feel less fluid. Its essential to strike a balance between using filler phrases and providing clear, direct responses. Filler phrases Filler PhraseExample Sentencel meanl mean, I didnt expect that to happen.Well, you seeWell, you see, its
not as simple as that.The thing isThe thing is, I dont think we have enough time.Well, you knowWell, you know, its just a little complicated.The thing isThe thing is, Im not sure I can make it on time. Here are 5 more examples of sentences using filler phrases: I mean, its really up to you what you decide. Well, you know, its just a little complicated. The
thing is, Im not sure I can make it on time. I mean, Im not really familiar with that topic. Well, you see, we might have a problem. These filler phrases can help you sound more natural when speaking, but be careful not to overuse them. Like filler words, too many filler phrases can detract from your message and make you sound less confident in your
communication. Filler sentences are complete sentences that serve to extend a conversation or allow the speaker time to think. They often do not provide new or important information, but they can help the speaker appear more engaged or thoughtful during the exchange. Filler sentences can give the speaker a moment to pause and decide how to
respond or shift the conversation in a different direction. While filler sentences may not always add value to the content, they are often used in real-time conversations to buy time. For example, if youre unsure how to respond, you might say Let me think about that for a second or Ill get back to you on that. These sentences act as pauses in the
conversation but keep the flow going. Here are 10 examples of filler sentences: I dont know, but Ill figure it out later. Well, I guess well have to see how things go. Let me think about that for a second. Thats an interesting idea, but Im not sure yet. Im not entirely sure what you mean, but Ill try to explain. I havent decided yet, but Ill let you know. Its
hard to say right now, but Ill get back to you. I dont have all the details, but Ill check and get back to you. Ill have to double-check, but that sounds good. Im still considering my options, so I cant give an answer yet. Filler sentences can help make conversations smoother, especially when youre uncertain or need a moment to organize your thoughts.
However, try to balance them with more substantive responses to avoid overusing them. While speech markers are mostly used in spoken language, filler words, phrases, and sentences can also appear in writing, especially in essays or informal writing. In academic writing, fillers should be used sparingly to ensure clarity, but in more informal
contexts like blogs or opinion pieces, they can create a more conversational tone. Filler words and phrases can help connect ideas, transition between paragraphs, or provide a more natural flow to the writing. Writing fillers Here are a few examples of filler sentences used in writing: Well, it seems that we have reached a conclusion on this matter. I
mean, there are certainly several points to consider. The thing is, we must keep in mind the broader context of this situation. Let me just say that this is an important issue that requires more discussion. To be honest, I didnt expect such a positive outcome. When writing essays, filler phrases can also help to soften a statement or provide an
opportunity to reflect on the significance of your argument. However, its important not to overuse them, as this can weaken the overall quality of your writing. Heres a list of 8 common speech markers, that often used in spoken language to signal transitions, emphasize points, or manage conversation: Um / Uh Used to fill pauses when thinking or
searching for words. Like Often used for approximation or as a filler word. You know Used to seek affirmation or agreement. Basically Used to simplify or summarize a point. Actually Often used to correct or add emphasis to a statement. I mean Used to clarify or expand on what was just said. Well Used to introduce a response or to buy time before
answering. So Often used to start a sentence or transition between ideas. These markers help make speech more fluid and conversational, even though they dont carry substantial meaning on their own. Discourse markers are words or phrases that help organize and connect ideas in speech or writing. They guide the listener or reader through the
conversation, signaling relationships between ideas, and making communication smoother. Discourse markers list However Introduces a contrast or contradiction.Example: I love hiking. However, I dont like camping. Therefore Indicates a conclusion or result.Example: She studied hard. Therefore, she passed the exam. In addition Adds more
information.Example: I like mystery novels. In addition, I enjoy thrillers. For example Introduces an illustration or instance.Example: There are many stress-relief methods. For example, exercise. On the other hand Presents an alternative or contrasting idea.Example: She likes the countryside. On the other hand, her brother prefers the city. Moreover
Adds important or emphasized information.Example: The food is great. Moreover, the service is excellent. Nevertheless Introduces a contradiction or concession.Example: The weather was bad. Nevertheless, we went hiking. As a result Indicates an outcome or consequence.Example: He missed the bus. As a result, he was late. Discourse markers help
structure communication and make it clearer by connecting ideas and guiding the listener or reader through the conversation. As we have looked at today, speech markers are words or phrases that help organize spoken language. They allow speakers to fill pauses, show uncertainty, or connect ideas smoothly. These markers dont carry much
meaning on their own but help conversation flow more naturally. Here are some examples of different functions of speech markers: Filling pauses:Um I think I left my keys in the car. Showing hesitation or uncertainty:Well, Im not sure about that. Starting or transitioning to a new idea:So, lets talk about the next topic. Emphasizing a point:Actually, I
believe thats not true. Seeking agreement or confirmation:You know, I really like this movie. These speech markers are used in everyday conversations to make communication smoother and more natural. Speech markers (like said, asked, shouted, etc.) are helpful for showing how something is spoken, but they can become repetitive or unnecessary
in certain situations. Overusing them can clutter writing, so its better to let the dialogue and context provide the meaning. If actions or tone are clear, speech markers can be omitted to create more vivid imagery. In informal or fast-paced conversations, they might sound unnatural, and sometimes, long dialogues dont need a speech marker after every
line. Instead, focus on the content or use actions to break up the conversation. By using speech markers sparingly, you can make your writing smoother and more engaging. Understanding how to use speech markers effectively in English can greatly enhance your communication skills! By incorporating filler words, discourse markers, and filler
phrases into your speech, you can make your conversations sound more fluid and natural. Speech markers are an essential part of informal conversation, allowing speakers to fill pauses and maintain the rhythm of speech. However, its important to use them with purpose and avoid overloading your speech with them. The key to using speech markers
effectively is finding a balance. While they help smooth over pauses and make conversations flow more easily, overusing them can make your speech sound less confident. Its also important to ensure that your message is clear and that you are not relying too heavily on fillers to carry the conversation. If you would like more English speaking help and
information, head right over to our English conversation section. Thanks for stopping by today! Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you
follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your
contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable
exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Crikey Clive, calm down. Its not that complicated. There are two kinds of speech marks: quotation marks, and
apostrophes. They are normally used to represent different things.Quotation Marks You are quoting what someone else has said You are writing down speechApostrophes" You are using a word in an unusual or new way, and you are not quoting someone else. For example, I could begin saying: dont do a Clive. I am not quoting someone, this is my own
invention. I want to talk about a word and not use it as I would normally in a sentence. Here is another example: Gavins use of the word Blimey refers to an old English form of swearing.Simply put, actual records of speech in any form is shown with quotation marks, and analysis or your own new usage of a word or phrase is an apostrophe.You better
go home Gavin, Clive is off on one again.If you would like to improve your English online, visit www.wrightenglish.com to find out more about the English lessons I teach. homesitemapA-Z grammar terms quotation marks Quotation marks ("") are punctuation marks used in pairs to: For example: The philosopher Socrates said: "The poets are only the
interpreters of the gods." For example: I bought this "fresh" fish an hour ago. For example: I served on the "Ark Royal." For example: Table of Contents Examples of Quotation Marks in Sentences Types of Quotation Marks Why Quotation Marks Are Important Test Time! Quotation marks are also known as "speech marks," "quotes," and "inverted
commas." Here are some more examples of quotation marks in sentences. George Bernard Shaw said: "When a thing is funny, search it carefully for a hidden truth." (When a quotation is introduced with words like He said, He whispered, He wrote, it is usual to precede the quotation with a comma or a colon.) If you think what your uncle said is funny,
then you should take Shaw's advice and "search it carefully for a hidden truth." (When a quotation is used as part of a sentence, do not introduce it with a comma or a colon.) Read about placing punctuation inside and outside a quotation. Read about introducing a quotation with a comma, a colon, or nothing. So, when are you and your "girlfriend"
leaving? My "mates" drove off with my clothes, leaving me in the lake. Read more about quotation marks to signify so-called or alleged. "The Herald of Free Enterprise" was a passenger ferry which capsized moments after leaving the Belgian port of Zeebrugge on the night of 6 March 1987. Did you watch "Billy Elliot" in the West End? Read more
about quotation marks for ships, books, and plays. Is "data" plural? In the US, "dependent" is used for both the adjective and the noun. In the UK, "dependant" is a noun, and "dependent" is an adjective. Quotation marks come in two forms: singles ('like these') and doubles ("like these"). In other languages (e.g., Russian), angle brackets (like these) are
often used. The most common convention is to start with doubles and then nest singles within them when quotation marks are required within the doubles. For example: She said: "My dog can say 'sausages' much more clearly than the one on TV." Homer Simpson said: "Maybe, just once, someone will call me 'Sir' without adding 'you're making a
scene'." This is called nesting quotations. Some writers think double quotation marks look too stark, and they like to start with singles and nest doubles within them. For example: Homer Simpson said: 'Maybe, just once, someone will call me "Sir" without adding "you're making a scene".' Read more about single and double quotation marks. Here are
the most common questions related to question marks: Read more about using quotation marks. Stick to the given rules for using quotation marks. Don't use them to highlight important words. That's not a recognized usage. We sell "fresh" fruit. Was something wrong with this page? Use #gm to find us quicker. Create a QR code for this, or any, page.
XYouTubeFacebookmailing listgrammar forum We use inverted commas (also called quotation marks, quotes or speech marks) to indicate direct speech. Double quotes (") are preferred in American English, while single quotes (') are more common in British English:"I'm coming home late tonight," she said. (American English) 'I'm coming home late
tonight,' she said. (British English)If we quote within direct speech, we use the other style for the embedded quotation: "She said, 'I'm coming home late tonight'," recalled Jim. (American English)'She said, "I'm coming home late tonight",' recalled Jim. (British English) As can be seen in the examples above, a comma (,) is used at the end of the
quotation, before the closing speech mark.A comma is also used before the quotation if we start the sentence with the reporting clause. In this case the terminal full stop (.) comes before the closing speech mark: She added, "Don't expect me before 11." If the quotation is a question or exclamation, the terminal marks (? and !) also come before the
closing speech marks:"Hurry up!" he shouted.She asked, "Am I late?"The quotation normally begins with a capital letter, except if it is interrupted by a reporting clause, in which case the first letter of the continuation is not capitalised: "I'm coming home late tonight," she said and added, "don't expect me before 11." We use inverted commas (also
called quotation marks, quotes or speech marks) to indicate direct speech. Double quotes (") are preferred in American English, while single quotes (') are more common in British English:"I'm coming home late tonight," she said. (American English) 'I'm coming home late tonight,' she said. (British English)If we quote within direct speech, we use the
other style for the embedded quotation: "She said, 'I'm coming home late tonight'," recalled Jim. (American English)'She said, "I'm coming home late tonight",' recalled Jim. (British English) As can be seen in the examples above, a comma (,) is used at the end of the quotation, before the closing speech mark.A comma is also used before the quotation if
we start the sentence with the reporting clause. In this case the terminal full stop (.) comes before the closing speech mark: She added, "Don't expect me before 11." If the quotation is a question or exclamation, the terminal marks (? and !) also come before the closing speech marks:"Hurry up!" he shouted.She asked, "Am I late?"The quotation
normally begins with a capital letter, except if it is interrupted by a reporting clause, in which case the first letter of the continuation is not capitalised: "I'm coming home late tonight," she said and added, "don't expect me before 11." Understanding how to use speech marks correctly in reading and writing is an essential grammar skill that can help
your students effectively communicate their ideas. However, mastering the correct usage of these punctuation symbols can be a challenge for some children. By clearly demonstrating the purpose of speech marks and providing plenty of practice opportunities, you can give your students the confidence to utilize them accurately in all sorts of contexts.
In this blog post, we will discuss what speech marks are, when they should be used, and how to teach effective grammar lessons focusing on their use. So, if youre looking for fresh ways to engage students with learning about grammar via speech mark practices then keep reading! Speech marks, also known as quotation marks or inverted commas,
are punctuation marks used in pairs to indicate direct speech, a quotation, or a phrase. They play a key role in guiding the reader through the text by indicating who is speaking or highlighting essential phrases. Have you ever wondered how you know when a character in a book is speaking? Thats right! Its because of the speech marks. Speech marks
serve a critical function in both writing and reading. In writing, they help to distinguish dialogue from narrative, highlight specific phrases or words for emphasis, and indicate direct quotations from sources. In reading, they provide visual cues that aid comprehension and interpretation. Imagine reading a novel without speech marks. It would be
challenging to differentiate between the characters spoken words and the authors narrative, wouldnt it? Speech marks create clarity and structure, making our reading experience more enjoyable and efficient. One common misconception is that speech marks are only used to denote dialogue. While this is one of their primary functions, it is not their
sole purpose. They can also be used to indicate irony, introduce unfamiliar terms or phrases, or signify titles of short works. Another misconception is that single and double speech marks can be used interchangeably. However, their usage varies based on regional style guidelines. For instance, American English typically uses double speech marks ( ),
while British English often prefers single speech marks ( ). Speech marks are not just decorative flourishes in our writing; they have specific functions and should be used appropriately. So, when exactly should we use them? Direct Speech: This is the most common scenario for using speech marks. Whenever a character or person is speaking directly,
their words should be enclosed within speech marks. For instance: Im excited about the upcoming vacation, she said. Quotations: When quoting a phrase or sentence directly from a source, we use speech marks to indicate that these are not our own words. For example: As Albert Einstein once said, Imagination is more important than knowledge.
Titles of Short Works: Speech marks are used to denote the titles of short works like poems, short stories, song titles, and articles. Example: I just read The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost. Words Used Unusually or Sarcasm: When a word is used in an unconventional way or to indicate sarcasm or irony, it is often placed within speech marks.
Example: He was so excited to clean his room. Lets put this into practice with some examples: Direct Speech: John said, I will pick you up at 8 pm. Quotation: The motivational speaker started his speech with, As Nelson Mandela once said, It always seems impossible until its done.' Title: Have you read the Rime of the Ancient Mariner? Sarcasm: Yeah,
I really love getting stuck in traffic. Even with the best intentions, errors can creep into our use of speech marks. Here are some common mistakes and how to avoid them: Incorrect Placement of Punctuation: In American English, periods and commas go inside the speech marks, regardless of logic. For instance: Im going to the park, she said. Not Im
going to the park, she said. Single and Double Speech Marks: Remember, the use of single ( ) and double ( ) speech marks depends on regional style guidelines. Stick to one style consistently throughout your writing. Unnecessary Use of Speech Marks: Speech marks should not be used for emphasis. Instead, use italics or bold. Incorrect: The best ice
cream in town. Correct: The best ice cream in town. Teaching speech marks is not just about explaining the rules; its about illustrating these rules with clear examples and providing ample practice opportunities. Why, you ask? Because learning is a process of doing. Its one thing to understand the theory behind speech marks, but applying that
knowledge consistently in writing is what truly ingrains the concept. To demonstrate the use of speech marks, start by showing students examples from their favorite books or articles. Discuss how the speech marks guide them through whos speaking or whats being emphasized. Then, let them practice by writing dialogues or quoting phrases, and
encourage peer reviews for constructive feedback. Use Visual Aids: Visual aids like posters or flashcards with speech mark rules can be potent tools. Display them prominently in the classroom or share them online for easy reference. Encourage Reading: The more students read, the more theyll see speech marks in action. This exposure will help them
understand and remember when and how to use them. Create Sentence Starters: Provide sentence starters that require speech marks, such as She said, ' or, he thought. This will give students a framework to begin practicing. Give Regular Feedback: Regular and specific feedback is crucial in helping students improve. Praise correct usage and
gently correct mistakes, explaining clearly why changes are necessary. Learning doesnt have to be boring, and teaching speech marks is no exception. Here are some innovative methods to make learning about speech marks fun and engaging: Teaching speech marks effectively requires a balance of clear instruction, ample practice opportunities, and
engaging activities. With these strategies, youre well on your way to making your students journey in mastering speech marks an exciting and rewarding one! Educators, the baton is now in your hands! You have been equipped with a treasure chest of strategies, tips, and resources to teach speech marks effectively. Remember, as you navigate this
journey, your role is to impart knowledge and inspire curiosity and a love for language in your students. Take these strategies and mould them to fit your unique classroom environment. Adapt them to cater to your students diverse learning styles. Your dedication to teaching these fundamental aspects of grammar will lay the groundwork for their
success in reading and writing. As we wrap up this discussion on speech marks, lets not view it as an end but as a stepping stone to broader horizons. The world of grammar teaching practices is vast and ever-evolving, filled with innovative methods and exciting discoveries. So, continue exploring, continue learning. Dive into professional development
courses, join online teaching communities, or exchange ideas with your fellow educators. Every step you take in this direction enriches your teaching repertoire and empowers your students in their learning journey. Remember, every great writer was once a learner; perhaps an educator like you sparked that flame. So, go ahead, ignite the spark. Who
knows? You might just be nurturing the next Shakespeare or J.K. Rowling in your classroom! Keep learning, keep growing, and most importantly, keep inspiring. The world needs more educators like you.
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