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Federal, state and local law enforcement agencies carried out a sweeping operation at 14 locations in six Alabama counties Tuesday, the result of a long-term investigation that authorities say is just beginning. The operation executed multiple federal search warrants related to drug trafficking, human smuggling, document fraud and financial crimes.
Authorities at an afternoon news conference in Auburn said they were still searching for one man - Cesar Campos-Reyes, a 52-year-old Lee County resident who is a naturalized U.S. citizen. He currently faces federal charges of bank fraud, wire fraud and money laundering. Campos-Reyes, who authorities said owns five restaurants, was wanted in
connection with four fraudulent federal loans totaling $225,000. On Tuesday night, the Department of Justice announced Campos-Reyes surrendered and was in federal custody. He will likely make his initial appearance in federal court in Montgomery on Thursday.He faces a sentence of up to 30 years in prison along with significant fines. There is no
parole in the federal system. In addition, agents took more than 40 people believed to be undocumented workers into custody. They are being detained, pending deportation proceedings, according to authorities. As part of the operation, acting U.S. Attorney Kevin P. Davidson said authorities seized distribution level qualities of methamphetamine,
powder cocaine, crack and pills, as well as $100,000 in bulk cash, and 20 guns. The drugs were found at one location, which authorities did not name. Three other unnamed individuals were arrested. Two will be charged with harboring undocumented immigrants and another in connection with controlled substances distribution.This is allegedly a
transnational organized entity that has committed this activity, and this operation is not about any one offense, Special Agent Steven Schrank with U.S. Homeland Security Investigations said. It was about dismantling a criminal ecosystem; one that profits from the exploitation of people and the circumvention of our nations laws.The operations took
place in Lee, Elmore, Autauga, Crenshaw, Macon and Baldwin counties. They involved ICE, FBI, BATF, U.S. Marshals Service, Homeland Security, the Alabama Department of Corrections, and various county and local authorities. Authorities said they timed the raids to minimize contact with customers at various restaurants in the counties. Not all of
the 14 locations involved were restaurants. Eight were, with two in Opelika, and single locations in Auburn, Prattville, Wetumpka, Deatsville, Luverne and Robertsdale. The other locations visited included residences and other properties related to the case. One of the operations happened at El Jefe, a Mexican restaurant near the Auburn-Opelika Mall,
with agents entering the building, and Auburn police and unmarked vehicles in the area, according to WRBL. Another took place in Foley at Colt Grill, where the Gulf of America Homeland Security Task Force said it was conducting a law enforcement operation. We do not tolerate criminal activity of any kind, especially in our Foley businesses, said
Ralph Hellmich, Mayor of Foley.Arrests were also made Robertsdale at the El Patron Mexican Grill restaurant which opened on June 1, WKRG reported.At least two Elmore County restaurants were also raided, according to the Wetumpka Herald. Authorities made a distinction between suspecting human smuggling - which means assisting people
entering the country illegally - and human trafficking, which entails coercion and force. Acting Field Office Director Brian Acuna with ICE said many of those detained as undocumented have extensive criminal histories. Those crimes dont just hurt the individuals involved, but they harm communities, they undercut legitimate businesses, and they
strain public resources, he said.The hiring of individuals that are not authorized to work in the United States may seem like a labor issue to some. Lets be clear, its a public safety issue. When employers knowingly hire illegal aliens, they create a magnet for exploitation, wage theft and unsafe conditions. The operations began in several locations this
morning. There is a heavy law enforcement presence in the area of Hwy 98 and Alston St in Foley. We are assisting Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) in serving a search warrant related to a criminal investigation, Foley police posted on Facebook. In Arizona, the Yavapai County Sheriffs Office said that it was working with Homeland Security
Investigations and multiple other federal agencies in an investigation of the barbecue chain.The Yavapai County Sheriffs Office said in a Facebook post that the situation was a complex criminal investigation involving alleged criminal activity including money laundering and labor exploitation that is tied to all locations of the Colt Grill. Attempts to
reach Colt Grill owner Brenda Clouston were not immediately successful.Early Tuesday evening, a spokesperson for the Department of Homeland Securitys Homeland Security Investigations division released an updated statement on the Colt Grill investigation. According to that statement, HSI and partners executed 28 federal search warrants and 4
federal arrest warrants specifically in the areas of Prescott, Prescott Valley, Cottonwood, Sedona, and Yavapai County, AZ and Foley, Alabama related to illicit money laundering, labor exploitation and human smuggling.Four people allegedly involved in money laundering were arrested, and over 20 immigration related arrests also took place. Those
arrested were not identified.The success of this operation is a result of the close coordinated efforts by our partner law enforcement agencies - all who had significant impact in this three-year long federal investigation, said the HSI statement.This post was updated at 4:22 p.m. Thursday to reflect new information from federal authorities. Change your
current location Current -Mostly SunnyTonightLow -Mostly SunnyTomorrowHigh -Mostly SunnyChange your current location Current -Mostly SunnyTonightLow -Mostly SunnyTomorrowHigh -Mostly SunnyThe story has been circulating for months. But is it true?3h agoLeada GoreThe deaths occurred in Bay, Broward, Hillsborough and St. Johns
counties. 6h agoSavannah Tryens-FernandesHer character was a classic soap opera villain.7h agoLeada GoreTributes have poured in from across the United States and Normandy, where he was celebrated for his role in defeating Nazi forces8h agoThe Associated PressThe change goes into effect July 28.8h agoLeada GoreHeat advisories along the
coast for Sunday.9h agoLeigh MorganThe beloved and quirky "Self-Portrait as Bunnies" installation at Auburn University has been permanently removed from the pond due to decay.9h agoJoseph D. BryantWilliam Chase McElroy, 21, Dalton Terrell, 21, and Andres Velazquez-Trejo, 29, were indicted by a grand jury. 10h agoCarol Robinson 21 million
cubic yards of coal ash sits on the Tennessee River at this site, and there may be even more.10h agoMargaret KatesBirmingham technology entrepreneur launches community initiative to help families prepare for Alabamas classroom cell phone ban.10h agoJoseph D. BryantSouthern Living singled out the biscuits, but they're just a starter.10h
agoLawrence SpeckerTrump's entire political career has been based on conspiracies and lies. His base has gobbled it all up. Hook, line and sinker ... until now.10h agoJD CroweAlabama Real-Time News ArchivesKalen DeBoer held his press conference at SEC Media Days on Wednesday morning in Atlanta. The Alabama football coach spoke to
reporters at the College Football Hall of Fame in his second SEC Media Days appearance since taking the job to replace Nick Saban.DeBoer is fresh off a 9-4 debut season with the Crimson Tide. He aims to make the College Football Playoff for the first time with Alabama this season. DeBoer was most recently part of the 2023 CFP field when he led
Washington to the national championship game.Heres a recap of some of what DeBoer set during his press conference at SEC Media Days.Live updates: Kalen DeBoer press conference SEC Media Days 2025Kalen DeBoer has traveled to Antigua, Charlotte and Sioux Falls this offseason, SEC commissioner Greg Sankey said in his introduction.DeBoer
said he appreciates Sankeys leadership.DeBoer thanks the media early in his press conference.DeBoer on Kadyn Proctor: He just does everything on a high level when it comes to his training. Proctor will have his degree by December, DeBoer said. Proctor also has a 3.7 GPA and is taking 16 credits this summer.DeBoer on Tim Keenan III: Hes a
homegrown boy from Alabama. When I look at Tim, the team looks at him as that big brother. DeBoer on Deontae Lawson: DeBoer said he walked into a meeting recently to try to talk to a coach, but he saw Deontae Lawson was the one leading the meeting. The common theme with all of them, they are high character guys and are driven and leaders.
DeBoer thanks athletics director Greg Byrne. His foresight has been critical.Familiarity is a word that DeBoer said is key and has come up a good bit already today. Continuity too. DeBoer said players are in Tuscaloosa working as he speaks. When it comes down to what were focused on, its the day-to-day work.DeBoer said Alabama lost eight seniors
last year.DeBoer pointed out Alabama has to replace all three specialists. That will probably be something weve got to work through but he has confidence and belief those players will step up.DeBoer said this offseason, Alabama has not only focused on where it fell short and what it fell short in but the why.DeBoer said Alabama has to make it a point
to play better on the road.DeBoer said two weeks from today, Alabama will start fall camp.DeBoer said no when asked if Alabama lived up to the Bama standard in his first season.DeBoer on QBs: They have the tools. Ty throws a catchable ball. Hes smart. Hes been in college football now, going into year four. ... Hes really owned things I think on
another level. DeBoer said Austin Mack has a presence about him.DeBoer on Keelon Russell: Im confident hes going to make big jumps as well. DeBoer on Ryan Grubb: Ryan has hit the ground running and added some things onto the things hes learned. ... Love what hes brought on what our system has always been. DeBoer asked if hes confident in
an inexperienced starter being able to run the offense: I think going through a quarterback competition, thats pressure alone.DeBoer mentioned many of the losses hes had came in Year 1 with programs. Year 2 is key.DeBoer on Nick Sheridan coming back: The guy is unbelievable when it comes to his offensive mind, football mind.Nick Kelly is an
Alabama beat writer for AL.com and the Alabama Media Group. Follow him on X and Instagram.Change your current location Current -Mostly SunnyTonightLow -Mostly SunnyTomorrowHigh -Mostly SunnyThere are plenty of pick-up trucks, boats, filing cabinets, desks, computer equipment, and warehouse lights in this weekends online auction of
surplus state property.But the latest haul also includes several notable items such as a forklift, body armor, a medical freezer, a medical exam table, and an animal control truck bed.Thousands of items will be up for bid this weekend, starting today and lasting until 6 p.m. Sunday, July 20. The auction is sponsored by the Surplus Property Division of
the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. The auction is already drawing attention. A 2021 Ford F-150 pick-up truck, in the first three hours of the auction, already had 7 bids and was up to $101. To find out how to be a qualified bidder, visit here. Starting today, all auction items are listed at www.govdeals.com/alabamasurplus. In
addition to property no longer needed by state and federal agencies, ADECA acquires items abandoned voluntarily at several airports in the Southeast. Public inspection of the auction inventory will be available from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Wednesday, July 16 to Friday, July 18, at the Surplus Property Divisions Montgomery Distribution Center at 4590
Mobile Highway.Photos of some of the items being listed are available here. ADECA holds online public auctions periodically each year, but surplus items are available at any time to municipal and county governments, state agencies, and qualified non-profit organizations. All items are sold as is without guarantees. All sales are final upon pickup and
removal of the property.For more information about the online auction, visit or call 334-284-0577.Alabama football sits in a national-championship drought. Just ask left tackle Kadyn Proctor. We know we havent won a championship in a long time, Proctor said Wednesday at SEC Media Days.Yes, its only been five years, but that might as well be 50 in
Tide years. Until now, Alabama had not gone more than three years without winning a title since the gap between Gene Stallings last title in 1992 and Nick Sabans first in 2009.Saban won his last in 2020, and Alabama hasnt won another since. The Crimson Tide also hasnt been back to the game since the 2021 season.For most programs, thats
nothing. But Alabama isnt most programs. The Crimson Tide has legitimate national-championship-or-bust expectations, even if Saban is no longer the coach.So Alabama is working to win another one. The first step: Make the playoff field to have a chance to win it. The Crimson Tide didnt do that in 2024, struggling to pair big wins with consistency.
As a result, Alabama didnt make the first 12-team College Football Playoff.On BetMGM, Alabama is +1500 to win next seasons College Football National Championship. Our full guide to Alabamas championship odds discusses their chances to win it all. That measuring stick is the same one coach Kalen DeBoer used. A reporter asked him Wednesday if
Alabama lived up to the Bama standard in his first year. I mean, if you internally ask us, no, DeBoer said. We fell short of making the playoffs. Its as simple as that, right? Giving yourself a chance to go compete for a championship. Alabama wasnt far off from making the playoffs. Lose one fewer game, and the Crimson Tide would have all but certainly
been in. But against Vanderbilt, Alabama couldnt shake its hangover from the colossal win over Georgia. Then, the Crimson Tide decided to overlook a struggling Oklahoma team. Alabama lost by a touchdown or less in three of the four losses.Weve got to be better in the big moments, DeBoer said. We lost some close games last year. We had chances
maybe not even in the fourth quarter, but early in the game to separate ourselves or make a play here or there. Whether it was the belief or whether it was the confidence, a lot of that just comes through repetitions.DeBoer and Alabama worked this offseason to figure out not only where Alabama fell short in losses but also the why. Why Alabama
struggled to turn a fourth-quarter lead over Tennessee into a win. Why Alabama had to play from behind against Vanderbilt. Why Alabama played uninspiring football against Oklahoma.Im excited about our guys taking those next steps, understanding when we get in those moments this year, those critical times, how to come through and make the
play thats necessary to go win football games, DeBoer said. In-game moments are only part of it. Theyre often the byproduct, not the source. Proctor pointed to preparation as key to fixing issues from previous losses. Maybe sometimes were a little lax in that game week, and weve talked about that as a group, Proctor said. As an offensive line group,
as the whole offensive group, weve said it needs to be more focused and intent on game weeks.That preparation cant start Thursdays. It must begin after 24 hours have passed. You put it behind you and you focus on what you need to focus on for that week, Proctor said, going day in and day out, not worrying about the future.Do that, and maybe just
maybe the future will include winning another national championship. The drought has gone on long enough. After all, Tide years without championships are like dog years. Nick Kelly is an Alabama beat writer for AL.com and the Alabama Media Group. Follow him on X and Instagram.
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